WBiDEB’.AK 


April 24, 1942 


Mr. John Herrick 
Chief, Press Division 
Office of Pacts and Figures 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Siri 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
April 17, 1942, addressed to Mr, IS. £. Gilfond, Director 
of Public Relations of this Department, which has been 
referred to us, pertaining Fo und. 

We are making inquiry to determine the exact 
status of the citizenship of this individual in order to 
determine how the matter should be handled. We appreciate 
your courtesy in supplying us with the information en- 
closed with your letter, 

. | f* l | 

Respectfully, 1 


For the Attorne^ Otendrl 
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WENDELL BERGK 
A s oi stant^tt or ney General 
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^ v " May 20, 1942 


Mr* John Herrick 
Chief, Press division 
Office of Facts and Figures 
Washington, D* C. 

Dear Sir* 

Further reference is mad© to your letter of April 17, 
1942, addressed to Mr* M* E* Gilfcnd, Director of Public -- 
Relations of this Department and to our reply of April 24, 
1942, pertaining to Dr* Sara Pound* 

#e are in receipt of information indicating that the 
State Department reported on July 16, 1941 that Sara Pound 
■was bom in Hailey, Idaho, on October 36, 1865, although he 
has resided outside of the United States since 1911* 
Accordingly, he is s. native bora citiaca and proceedings 
to revoke naturalization will dot bo applicable. A record is 
being maintained of his case upon the possibility that 
subsequently It saey be found that other action against him 
may bo taken. 

Respectfully, 



For the Attom®r General 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


;c;2 0 


WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1942. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE 


ATTORNEY GENERAL: 


• rp There are a number of Americans 
m Europe who are aiding Hitler et al 
on the radio. Why should we not proceed 
to indict them for treason even thoSvh 

after 6 th n0t v® ? ble to try them until 
war ' 1 understand Ezra PonnH 
fet Anderson and a few otheri^T^' 
oadcastmg for Axis microphones. 



F.D.R. 
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October 15, 1942 
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MI&OR&NDUM FOR THE HE HECTOR, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Re; Dr. Ezra Pound 


The above subject, an American citizen, has been reported 
to the Criminal Division to have been broadcasting enemy propaganda 
from a Rome, Italy radio station. 

It is requested that you obtain, if possible, transcripts 
of his broadcasts and transmit the same to this Division, together 
TRith any information you may have regarding this subject. 

Respectfully, 


w&dell bergs 

Assistant Attorney General 
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October 14, 1942 


, Y-'r ' ' 


QfcZRA POUND 


"v O \ ;V . 


Ezra Pound was born in Hailey, Idaho, on October 30, 1885. He left 
the United States in February, 1911, and proceeded to Rapallo, Italy, where, with 
the exception of a few side trips to other parts of Europe, he has remained ever 


since. 


The British "Who's Who" indicates that Ezra Pound received his Ph.B. 
degree from Hamilton College, Clinton, New York, and his M.A. degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania. In 1914, he married Dorothy Shakespear, poet and 
composer. He has been a prolific writer and has contributed to the following 
periodicals: Rassegna Monetaria, Criterion, Action, British Union Quarterly, 
and Townsman. He has authored seventeen books of poems, two operas, eighteen 
prose treatises and eleven translations. These include "Japanese No Dames", 
"Chinese Drama", "Jefferson and/or Mussolini" (1935), and "Guide to Kultur" 
(1938). His residence in 1942 was given as via Marsallo 12/5, Rapallo, Italy, 
and his son's name was furnished as Omar Shakespear Pound. 


It is reported that in February, 1940, Pound began airing his alien \l 
views and contempt for the United States over the Rome radio. 1 


On July 12, 1941, the Department of State, Washington, D. C., instructed 
the American Embassy in Rome, Italy, to limit the issuance of a passport to Pound 
for the return to the United States only. Some publicity allegedly appeared in 
the American press indicating that Pound had expressed his desire to return to 
the United States in order to collect American and British royalties on his pub- 
lications. 


At the present time Pound is also allegedly editing a magazine entitled 
"Exile", presumably in Rome, Italy. 


The Department of State has advised confidentially of the receipt of J 
a dispatch dated June 4, 1941, from the American Consulate General at Genoa, Jf 
Italy. This dispatch, in effect, stated that Pound is known to have been very! 
pro-Fascist for a number of years and to have spoken over the Italian radio « 
system against the policies of the United States. Continuing, it was stated Aj 
that upon entering and leaving the Consular offices at Genoa, he was prone to ^ - 
give the Fascist salute. \ ^ 


It was also reported by the Department of State that Pound, after the 
outbreak of the war, had been blasting the usual propaganda over the Italian 
radio ' 

Pound refused to return home at the time the American Embassy, Consular 
officials and tlteir staffs were repatriated and is reported to still be residing ,: 
in Italy. , . , ,• . 
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November 20, 1942* 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE Ffflg 
Ret Excerpts of Broadcasts, 



Jdly 2 , 1942* .No excerpts * 

July 6, 1942. ...... ♦* * * There Is so Koch that the United 


States does not know* This war is fruit of such vast in- 
comprehension, such tangled ignorance, so many strains of 
undoing, I*m held up in rage "by the delaying needed to 
change a typing ribbon so much is there that ought to be 
put into young Americans head. 

* * * 

"Art, economics , pathology— you need to know more about all 
of them, need to/get out of this war, need to stay out of 
and prevent the nisei; one; need to change the stinking old 
system. * * ** 

* * * 

July 7, 1942. ...... .No excerpts • Apparently the same as 

July 6f broadcast. 

July 10, 1942. .... * *. There is now a new code in Italy. 

Study it. It is letter than Naj^lsHm* s day of feudal trader* 
privileged demonstration. * * * ought not be in thin war 
and that code is a proof of it, proof of what you a» fight- 
ing, bat that you do not know yon are fighting. * * * J TEa the 
shyster you are against it, against all taller, agaipsi all 
beauty, against all work, and you ought not to be on tie side 


of the shyster * w 

July 12, 1942....... No excerpts. 

July 13, 1942....*. JSo excerpts. Apparently the sane as 

July 14 broadcast# 

July 14, 1942# ......"lou are in black darkness and confusion. 


you have been hugger-muggered and scarraa-sbouted into a war 
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and you know nothing about it. lou know nothing about the 
forces that caused it. Or yon know nfiafet to nothing. I am 
in the agonized position of an observer who has worked 
twenty-five years to prevent it, but I'm not the only ob- 
server who has so striven* Apparently no man could pre- 
vent it, that is, up to the point that it mis not pre- 
vented. 

"But a belief in destiny does not necessarily imply a be- 
lief that we have no duty; that we shouMnot attempt to 
learn; that we should sit supine before an old evil. 

Given a little more knowledge, given the e li mination of a 
small number of shysters , the war need not have happened. 

* * * 

"Europe is fighting for the good life* The shysters are 
fighting to prevent it. Even British minorities sirs 
muddle -headedly getting obstinate over some phases of the 
amenities. The decent English fight or urge others to 
fight in the name of a few amenities. 

"I admit that the public voice in England pretty well 
keeps off these topics, bit there is a squashy, soft vague 
underlying feeling in England that something would get lost 
if the Axis licks them. How tha t view is an error. There 
is more sense of the good life in Italy than in Engl and * 

"England doesn t t know it; England does not know the good 
life in Italy. Italians are different; they even criticize 
one another." 

* * -* 

"How what are you fighting for? Fighting for the congres- 
sional system? Fighting for parliamentary system? I doubt 
it* Democracy? How what do you moan by democracy? 

"Men might fight for justice. Many men fight from greed; 
not their own greed.' Fight from instinct. Well, that*® 

O.K. up to a point. Fight for survival. That*® health. 

Man ought to fight for survival. And for racial survival. 

£ ■ 

"But are you fighting for racial survival? I doubt it. !' 
doubt if you’ve got to thiriking about racial survival. Well# 
I tSould help yon start thinking. * 

* * * 

a * * * The English and the Americans, if they ever fight to 
j survive# will I think, have to come to the European state of 
j enlightenment. They will have to fight on a basis of race. 
Other basis have failed them. 'Got to organise on a basis of 
race."* 

* * * 
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July IV, 1942 * * * n Why confuse Jewdlocracy with dem- 

ocracy? And why not do something about It, if you wish to 
survive? How I personally am all for survival. I should 
like to American Jives to survive. I should like to see 
some hundred Americans represented in Washington. I mean 
in the Goverxoafiut, and get in the things they want. * * * tt 

July 20, 1942.....* * * M Xou ought not to he at war against 
Italy. Xeu ought not to he giving, or ever to have given 
the slightest or most picayune aid to any man or nation 
engaged in waging war against Italy. Xou are doing it for 
the sake of a false aeccmntancy system. Ion ought to go 
down on your knees, and thank God for Italy. Thank God for 
an Italian possessed of Mediterranean sanity, who threw the 
first ray of light in the general darkness, shewed a way to 
keep you out of hell made by false accountancy system. 

*• *- * 

”•* * * You are at war to conceal the fact that a lot of pur- 
chasing power, a lot of capital comes from a hope. Damn the 
hope, but don't go out and die for just being a idiots. Of 
for your tolerance, of being run and ruled over by dumb- 
heads who are pushed on by shysters. * * * n 

July 26, 1942....... “It is time *■*■•*• for the people of 

England and America ho understand the war profits. I re- 
peat, to understand the war profits . To understand that 
they have been edged into war not to win any particular 
war, not pro-patriots , not for their father's land or for 
their nation, bat for the profit of a few scoundrels and 
for an enemy, an enemy that desires to Cast down from their 
* all the mighty, and all the orderly, to cast down every 
nation that exists openly, every government that exists 
openly, pro bono publico (phon) for the people. 

“And the program of this enemy is known, and the actions of 
government * in the hands of the enemy, shows the nature of 
the aim of the ensuy. T£e whole policy of needless destruc- 
tion Is not military? their alia is not to win war, but to make 
peace impossible. Their aim Is to arouse hate, because repris- 
als which in their turn are to be causes of hate. 

* * * . 

"-*■** I finally got round to seeing the war film, Italy's 
documentation 'Two Years of War* . Of course, you can't see 
it. It helps one to think of the difference between a na- 
tion based on its farm population, its agricultural popula- 
tion and governed by men of the same race, to think of the 
difference between them and the nation exploited by usurers, 
who are not racially identified with the people they govern." 



November 24, 1942. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Re: 

DR. EZRA POUND 

Reference is made to your memorandum of November 12, 1942, 
with which you transmitted photoststic copies of ten of the latest 
transcripts of radio broadcasts by the above subject. 

It is requested that you ascertain whether Dr. Pound is 
presently engaged in broadcasting enemy propaganda to the United 
States, and that you advise the Criminal Division whether the 
Federal Communications Commission has transcribed any of his broad- 
casts other than those previously furnished. If transcripts have 
been made of other broadcasts by him since December 8, 1941, it 
is requested that they be obtained. 

Respectfully, 

SIGNED 

WEHDELL BE30E, 

Assistant Attorney General. 
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December 12, 1942 


EeJ Excerpts of Sroadoasts 
by Dr. Bara Pound 


January 29, 1942. 


That la to say, the United. States has been for months * and illegally 
at war, through what I considered to be the criminal acta of a Presi- 
dent whose mental condition was not, 80 fftr as I could see, all that 
could or should be desired of a man in so responsible a position or 
office. 



He has, so far as the evidence to me available showed, broken his 
promises to his electorates. He had to my mind violated his oath 
of office. He had to my mind violated the oath of allegiance to the 
United States Constitution which even the ordinary American citizen 
ie expected to take every time he gets a new passport. It was obviously 
a mere question of hours between that day and time and the time when 
the United States would bo legally at war with the Axis. 

Well, neither he, nor William J, Bryan lived to hear Henry Wallace 
telling the world that there would be no peace ’ til the nations of 
the world knuckled under and bowed down to the gold standard. Bowed 
down liko drunken and abject fodle and then let gold rule humanity. 

To let all human exchange of goods be bottlenecked through gold. Who 
will ask permission from a few blood-thirsty ghoul orders? And before 
you can swap cheese for mutton or sorge for wheat, bow down and say 
monopoly is God over all man. And this being said by a man as a rule 
said to be or said to have been interested in farmers and farmers* 
welfare. They laugh at all the lies we have heard from the London 
gold ring, * that 20 years /of invasion, the * after 20 years to 
conceal from the English people, that they were being asked to go out 
and die for gold. Jot the monopoly of the owners, and brokers, owners 
of gold mines, brokers and Owners of gold. 

Tes, I knew that this was what the war was about; I knew the war was 
about gold, usuary, and monopoly. 1 3»id as much when I was last in 
America. I then said, "If the war is pushed on us. M So, now, the 
United States has got pushed out of Guam and Wake, and I suppose out 
of the Philippines, and a 20 years' war is in progress. Is it? Is 
a 80 years' war what the AaBrdcan---si.tlzen^t hink8 will do most good to 
the United states of America? j jpT p\ i ' - 
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I think an alliance with Stalin 1 3 Russia is rotten. X don’t think 
tk* claim of even going through the motions of invading Russia to 
*l«ighter and kill oil Eastern Europe is a necessary part of the 
Progress. 

• • . *» 

The day Hitler went into Russia, England had her chance to pull out. 

3134 had her chance to say let bygonec he "bygones. If you can stop 
this Muscovite order, we will let bygones be bygones. W© will try 
to »•© at least half of your argument. Instead of which. Hank 
Wallace comes up saying no peace till the world accepts the gold 
•tandnrd, when * won’t * . Docs look like there was & weakness 
°f nind in some quarters. ’*'hoa God would destroy he first sends 
(to the bug house). 

February 3, 1942 

And & prospect of a 30 years vrar is not one to arouse mirth and 
hilarity, even in a flighty chicken hearted and irresponsible people 
•ueh as the United States of America. 

A w#y to get yourselves out might be discoverable. It might be more 
discoverable if you first had a faint inkling of a eureosity as to 
how you got yourselves in. How well you can learn anything from the 
disasters of England I do not know. But I would lay it down as an 
nxioa that empires do not get knocked apart from outside until they 
are plumb gone to rot in the middle. 

thirty years war. Thirty years paradise for a my contractors. Well 
that may net be what you voted, for. In fact Hr. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
sun destroy his what is called here the other day. tt The Boy That 
Toll Down On His Assighomnt . 8 And when you think, if you do think, 
of the billions that havo been loaded by the Morganthau treasury 
policy during the past nine years of peacetime, Ck>d knows what it will 
ho during war time. And by the end, shall we say, of 30 years. 

Well, you are now in. And nobody in Europe can get you out. In- 
spired shall we say by the principle of the self-determinations of 
poo pies, oppressed peoples? Illustrating it— by the determination 
to keep Hr. Agiasuldo out of his native Manila. Ton have chucked 
away our national, cultural heritage. Politically speaking, that 
heritage was the determination of our fathers to set up the North 
American continent a Governments better than any other. These de- 
terminations to govern ourselves internally better than any other 
nation on earth and the idea of Washington, Jefferson Honroe did keep 
out of foreign shindea. Where you have chucked that idea for ideals, 
you have chucked it on to the dungheap. And you have insulted the 
»oat highly tempered people on earth. 



With unspeakable vulgarity, you have insulted the most finely 
tempered people on earth. Threatened them with starvation, 
threatening them with encirclement, and telling them they were 
too low-down to fight. You are at wqr for the duration of the 
General’s pleasure. You are at war for the duration of Japan's 
pleasure. Hothing in the western world, nothing in the whole of 
our Occident can help you to dodge that. Nothing can help you 
dodge it. 

February 10, 1942 

And the Hazis have worked out that feeling and wiped out bad manners 
in Germany. The Hew Europe goes on how doing what American democracy 
in the clean sense of that word, started doing when it made a Declar- 
ation of Independence but failed to define all the words used or 
compromised on the wording. Struck out Jefferson*^ original sentence 
about the abolition of slavery, and for the sake of a vote omitted 
to specify that equal meant equal in courts of lav. 

If the U. S. is to steal and embezzle, wouldn't it be wiser to stock 
to French, English and Dutch dependencies in the American hemisphere? 
And wouldn't it be honester to get the same "by purchase, even if it 
meant few immediate profits to the tin, (lead) and armaments rackets? 

This war is part of a profit. The present phase of that profit began 
at the end of the 17th Century. By 1750 a corrupt and avaricious 
government in England working for British monopolies, was shutting 
down on the Pennsylvania colony' s issue of money, paper money, money 
issued against land, work and the industrious and sane nature of the 
Pennsylvania colonists. 

Until you see this war as ah Incident in a series, you cannot under- 
stand it or judge it or qualify yourselves as judges of the rights 
and wrongs of the present act in the story. 

I mean people are now trying to prevent the war from ending. People 
have already planned for a peace like the last, a mere parenthesis, 
a mere slow-up of munition sales, a mere dis— equilibrium that will 
keep the world on tentahooks between the end of this war and the 
start of the next one. 

February 19 , 1942 ..... 

To send the "boys from Omaha to Singapore to die for British monopoly 
and brutality is not the act of an American patriot. 



February 26 , 1942 


So me of the navy is gone where I dan’ t much help It. The array 
can get out all right if it stays where it ought to he, namely 
on the Horth American continent. I certainly do hot want America’s 
young "blood shed in an asinine attempt to wreck all European 
civilization. 

And the Americans, the United States, having started a fine govern- 
ment in 1776 couldn't take hold of it for a century and have now 
plumb forgotten apparently that it ever existed. 

It ia to he supposed that you are all running around hot and bo- 
thered like headless chickens, no man understanding another. After 
year b of robbing the country, dipping into the treasury, years of 
frothing at the mouth about Mussolini and Hitler, in the middle of 
January, Roosevelt comes out wi<$h a discourse and every single 
items in it that has a trace of sanity is imitated from Mussolini 
or from Hitler. After twenty years of Judaic propaganda, Lenin 
and Trotsky stuff, crowding American history out of the schools, 
wild inferiority hate against Burope, dear old Delano comes out 
with a mixed bag in which two thirds of the program is Fascist, 
with, of course, the essential part missing. 

Veil, now what causes this? Twenty years late, just twenty years 
late as America is usually. Same old American time lag, leading 
the world from the back seat as usual, amid all which flurry there 
is this much that I am sure of. This war is part of a process that 
has been going on for some time and Hoosevelt never lied witfr 
more typically Rooseveltian fluency than when he bleated out his 
thick blah about wanting to keep you, that is you, the American 
people, and your children and your grandchildren out of the war, 

A clean man would have been content to keep the peace in his 
own time and trust his children to follow the example. By continued 
bOBh nonsense about Europe, which his mental and ethical level is 
much too low to reach, he put you into war with the Asia. 

Why not lay a wreath on the grave of democracy? Here lies John 
Jones, he Is not dead but sleeping. Or Here Lies Democracy. 

(By God?) before you were dead. I think I'd admit it. 

The question is, if two or three sane men in that fog of Hooseveltian 
fuddlement, can they meet anywhere and cohere and clarify their 
mental perceptions? They should or could, could or should begin 
to wonder where the country is coming out. Be you headed for a *; 
cheap ten cent type, Blumenstein, Zukor tawdry imitation of Nazism, 
or say for the moment of Fascism, void of all vital content, and 
if you mean to Imitate it are you going to emulate or defy, 
are going to try to have as good a brand of a corporate state 
as is now provided in Europe? If not, why not? 
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Vbh*n &o yoflSbgo from here! Thirty years intensive production of 
synthetic products in order to attack the Japanese colony of 
Auetralia in 1947 or 1971. And in the interim, what of your 
internal government? Are you going to have any ayndical organisa- 
tions? Or just Russian ness and chaos. Just Soviets run by the 
Warburgs. Shucks* is there any American consciousness as distinct 
froa that paper fortune and the Hew Yorker hysteria with any 
what* s-his-narae, Woollcott, weeping into the microphone, or the 
lowest common denominator. Hr. Swing, whining into the atmosphere 
that the Americans are humiliated. 

B&sm it, there must he, there mist "be, there must he faces left 
somewhere on the American continent if a race that set up the United 
States government. Have they lost all sense or coherence? Is 
American lucidity dead? 

March 3, 1942 

And now "Hank* Wallace has showed up the interest— gold — nothing 
else uniting the three government a of England, Russia, and the 
United States of America. That is the interest. Gold^ usury, debt, 
monopoly, class interests, and possibly gross indifference and con- 
tempt for humanity. Bow if you know anything whatever of modern 
Europe and Asia you know that Hitler stands for putting men over 
machines— counting men first and machines second. If you don't 
know that you know bathing. And beyond that you either know that 
you know nothing. And beyond that you either know or do not that 
Stalin's regime considers humanity as nothing save raw material, 
saying: 4 Deliver so many carloads of human material at consumption 

point" That is the logical result of materialism. If you have said 
that men are dirt, that humanity is merely material that is where you 
come out, and the old Georgian train robber Stalin is perfectly logical. 
If all things are merely material, man is material, and the system of 
anti-man treats man as matter; treats him ad dirt. 

Bow your President exceeds hi a powers in demand that you adhere 
to his politics. As commander in chief of the army he can command 
you to assail enemy forces. But even Congress in its most abject 
and servile moment has not conceded to this bloodthirsty maniac the 
control of your opinion. In fact, as long as any law is left what- 
soever in the United States, which no Jew and no Roosevelt will like 
having left there, but as long as it is left there powers do not 
inhere in officials unless delegated to them by law. Thus when that 
"lying Dutchman* tells you that you have got to prefer Bolshevism to 
Fascism you can ask why. You can answer, kho Says sol" and If you 
are more than cattle, if you rate yourselves above cows and, sheep you 
will in defense of that rating have to ask yourself whether men are 
more important than machinery. You can ask yourselves whether you 
intend to be slaves— life-long slaves, hereditary slaves to machinery, 
and whether you propose to sell your children and your children's 
children into long-lasting slavery to usurers and to machinery. 
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I mean you will have to make up your minds. You cannot live on 
cold iron. You cannot live on airplane sp^rem parts. You 
cannot live well without laws which even the officials obdy.. 

And for however long your answer to me is Jim's answer "nobody 
here in America is interested in taking things as seriously as 
you do," there will nevertheless and finally come a time when 
at least a few of you will have to face things or die. You will 
have to think or die* It's hard choice for the daisy pickers, 
hut a real choice. Roosevelt* s gang has got you hitched up with 
Russia. Not a very good bet* 

Do you believe in the abolition of all private ownership? I'll 
say you do not. You have colluded in the old British habit of 
employing the savage to wipe out the civilised rival. Your 
school has been hooded. You have had a "slow one" put over you. 

Do you believe in the homestead? Or do you believe in communal 
ownership. If you believe in the homestead, why fight for the 
abolition of all private ownership. In taking sides in a quarrel 
do at least try to find out what's fighting which. 

Do you stand for the obliteration of Finland? If not, why fight 
against Finland? Do you stand — those of you who are above the 
goose-gangster level— rdo you stand for the obliteration of all 
Occidental civilizati^h? If not, why join the Anglo-Jewish 
clique which has been and still is out profess ivi^Ly and openly 
for the obliteration of Europe. 2hen( maintain) your civilization 
and all of it that you ha^e still got. 

Do you believe in the homestead, or in communal ownership? And 
if you do not believe in the abolition of all private ownership 
and the abolition of all private initiative, watch your Nelson, 
who has already got a half-nelson on you. And if you got to 
please old Hank Wallace, and go on buying all the world's gold 
from how till the terminus of eternity, you've got a day's work 
coming with 24 hours labor and no trade union organization legally 
recognised. Let's put up the tombstone: "Here lies the 8-hour day". 

March 6 , 1942 ..... 

If you are going to have Fascism- or Nazism in the United States, 
why not learn what these systems of government are? Why not ask 
and learn how far they are compatible with American habits, and 
what is good in them, and wherein their strength consists, iinetead 
of merely lying and cussing and trying to kill 'em, on the assump- 
tion, if you can call it by so mild a term, that they are something 
that they are not. 
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There is something else to lay off of* namely, a system of lending 
money to foreign nations in order to have a war every 19 years. 

I suggest that you. look into that system. lour British allies were 
scared that a few rackets were "bus ting. They started a war to 
uphold a state of things that just was not upho liable. Instead 
of admitting that they would have to change it, change^ their system, 
they started a war, and now they are singing the Internationale, 
and running up the sickle and hammer. 

And there are a few points, may he three points, that I would 
like to get into your binnacle s ; First one! that America could 
hare stayed out of this war; secondly, that if America had 
stayed neutral, the war would now he over, and America might 
have had a band in (composing) the differences. And America 
might not have, and the United States might not have so many hush 
hush agreements to bay* purchase, absorb such a lot of (South American) 
stuff she don't need and. can't use. Cornering the market as usual, 
but may be not on some articles you want to buy. 

March 15, 1942 .... 

Tour enemy is not Germany; your enemy is money on loan, and it 
would be better for you to be infected with tjrphas, dysentery and 
Bright's Disease than to be infected with this blindness, which 
prevents you from understanding how you are undermined, ho$ you are 
ruined. The big Jew is bound dp with his loan capital that ho one 
is able to unscramble Idhe omelet. It would be better for you to 
retire to Derbyshire and defy Few Jerusalem; better for you to retire 
to Gloucester and find one stop that is England, than to go on 
fighting for Jersey and ignoring the process. 

Ton let in the Jew and the Jew rotted your Snpire, and you yourselves 
are (doomed) by the Jew. 

March 23, 1942 ..... 


Can you not see that the outrage of the bombardment of Baris Is 
but one of a series of attempts to make real peace ^possible and 
to prepare for the war after this one? Seedless hate , sowing the 
seeds of hate for tomorrow. Does it mean nothing to you that by this 
war you have inflicted more and worse wounds on your allies? That on 
people you said were your enemies? Can these things go on forever 
without some sliver of light reaching the British mind? So show the 
real causes of the conflict? The real forces in conflict? Usury 
against peasantry, usury against farmland, usuary against every man 
who does a day's work, physical or with his mind, as against on the 
other side conscienceless, conscienceless exploitation; work against 
monopoly; against bank deals andswindles. These bank deals and 
swindles working against every rece in Europe that takes the responsi- 
bility of being a nation, and a&mini storing openly as a government 



- 8 - 


in the eyes of the people. Against that open government , any open 
government , the drawling slime of a secret rule, a secret and irre- 
sponsible role that takes no responsibility for the welfare of races, 
and a nation, but eats like a ©anker into the heart and soule of all 
nations, eren that * * its central staff is composed. 

i» 

March 26, 1942 ..... 

f 

It is a privilege to fight against gentlemen, an European radio 
seem to have been as ready to show respect to General KacArthur 
as they are and rightly as to show absolute and utter contempt 
and loathing for the war profiteers, and the §ank of unmitigated 
(newts) and vermin, who have .thrown the world into war in hope of 
establishing a gold and money lending monopoly. And blotting out 
the good life in five continents. 

Shey have done 4 this from their lust for the secret and irres- 
ponsible power. Secret and irresponsible power. And the -place 
to fight these * * is not da the frontier, but in the center of 
your own nation. 

f How the war you ought to be fighting is not 5,000 miles outside of 
Boston. Or 5,000 miles outside of Hew fork or even outside of San 
Erancisco. It Is internal. And if you let them fill you with tins 
idea that they will progress after the war is over, and a few million 
of you under the daisies, you will be being worse fools than you 
ought to be. This war, this Internal war, can go on quite as well 
simultaneous with General KacArthur getting killed in a hopeless 
fight against Aguinaldo 1 s successors, as he can after the war is 
over. If it ever is over. Seeing a peace for 20 years after 
Versailles is not conducted to a victory of the American people 
over the shysters. 

\ Are you fighting for the national heritage? for the heritage of 
, wisdom, the heritage of Washington and of Monroe, and of John Adams 
| and Lincoln. I soy you are not; You are fighting against what all 
! those men stood for, and it will take more brains than I go? to get 
I you out of it prettily. 

March SO, 1942 

| loosevelt and Churchill, for instance, who hare pushed ths Americans 
{! and English Into war. 

\l 

Shat is the first phase — throw her people Into wars they cannot win. 

It was known in England in 1938 that England would lose. Baanit, I 
was told in Londln in Hovember 1938, that England would lose. Military 
experts said to me, who am a foreigner, "We will lose India, we will 
love all our Eastern possession." Well, why weren’t men like that 
listened to? Why didn’t the British people listen to them and not to 
the dirt off a hog's hind leg like they did listen to? 
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Da»a It all, every man that dies in HacArtbor'e era* is sacrificed to 
Frankfurter 1 s friend, "but not to vlnj he Is there to destroy himself, 
they are there to destroy any nation, one nation after another. 

Vflll you observe what the forces are that shove nations from one 
disaster to another. 

Mo one for the past 100 years had dreamed of threatening the United 
State* of America with extinction. A damn fool or a half hypnotised 
vacuum in our White House threatened Japan with starvation, seat silly 
school-girl notes to Mussolini and Hitler, threatened to starve the 
world, talked tosh to the Axis powers and to Japan. She world has 
seen that propaganda smelt the stink. 

I said the cause was rotten and it was rotten, and it was known to 
be rotten and it was known that most of the gold in the world is in 
the United States, In the British Empire and In Russia. And as I was 
told in our national capital any attempt to diminish the the powers 
of thorn that hold it will moot with very serious resistance. Well It 
was not honest resistance. 

Whoever died at Dunkirk, died for gold. Whoever was shot at Dakar 
died for gold. * * How is it done? ^ho now is drawing pay for de- 
manding vigorous prosecution of war? Vigorous prosecution of 
Frankfurter and that his golliwog glove the covers his fingers. 
Frankfurter down inside the Punch and Judy show booth, and that 
(gilded god.) Franklin Delano Roosevelt gesticuiat| n lad shrieking, 
up there in front to die tract the children, to get the boys Into the 
trenches, and then the papers, the hired press howling that the inter- 
ventionists mustn’t be allowed to take advantage of the abyssal mess 
made by Booseveltnandnthat the war mat be pushed. 

$h« place to defend the American heritage is on the American continent 
and no nan who has any part in helping Franklin Delano Roosevelt get 
the United States into it has enough sense to win anything. If 
Roosevelt were not below the biological level at which the concept 
of honors enter* the mind, below the Biological level at which human 
beluga cun conceive the existence of such a thing as honor, the liar 
would go cut over the steps of the American Capital and commit hari- 
kari, to atone for the evils he has wrought on the American people, 

I say h® would go out and commit suicide on the capital steps to atone 
for the wrong he has done to the American people. 

April 16, 1942 

For the United -States to be making war on Italy and on Europe is 
tfuat plain damn nonsense, and every native bora American of American 
stock knows that it 1* plain down-right damn nonsense. And for this 
state of things, Franklin Roosevelt 1* more than any other one man 
responsible. 

How long It Is going to take the American people to make at least a 
partial return to their senses, I know not, I do not know. 
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At first, the American people were sane enough to see that the war 
was phony. Danzig, Poland, all the rest of It, cooked, and the 
people knew it was cooked. Second, England* s offensive. Offensive 
against neutrals and allies. Third, The United States offensive, 
offensive against England, Iceland, and Venezuela at the cost of 
losing the Philippines. Well, damn the Philippines. We promised 
them Independence, and the dirt In our national make-up prevented us 
in the promise. Our conduct as a nation, to various islands, let 
alone the South American republic is not our title to glory, and 
Aguinaldo has s good right to the Philippines, as any God-dam Jew 
in Boosevelt* s * * . 

Anyhow, one of the lies of this war is the lie about the antl-Axis 
alliances. -Russia is not Britain*© ally hut her enemy. America 
isaot Britain’s ally, hut her enemy. This is down under their 
skulls, down under their thick, wooly hides, they think they should 
not he fighting the Germans, they do not believe in Bolshevists 
methods, or in Bolshevist propaganda. 

Some of them, lots of * afcong them will think, oh yes, I think we ought 
to he fighting Italy. Think they ought to fight Italy because Italy 
is small on the map, and the smell ought to he stepped on. That is a 
British: tradition. Kit they do hot think they ought to he fighting 
the Germans, and they do not want to see geography hooks with 
England’s empire reduced to * figures. 

But they do not think they ought to he fighting the Germans. Well 
think it over. 

Believe that if the American people had been consulted in 1938, *30 
and *40, 90 per cent of the American people would have been content 

to have the American Government stick to its best tradition to stay 
out of international ehinr-digs, and to use the United States prestige. 

As for the English, nine of them out of 10 do not believe they ought 
to be fighting Germans. 1 repeat, the English, 9 out of 10 do not 
believe they ought to be fighting the Germans, and that goes a long 
way to explain why a lot of them don't seem anxious to do it. And 
they don' t like their "empire being ruined, they don't want their 
island invaded, but 9 out of 10 of them, do not believe they ought 
to be fighting Germans. 

April 20, 1942 

Eouldn' t England, have done better * into an alliance with Japan rather 
than * * * to name * Hong Kong and Rangoon, an alliance with Germany 
rather than with a paralytic Jew in France? Would England today be a 
brighter and happier country, instead of dropping some old naval 
bases and stations into Frank (Rougensteln* s) pocket? 
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What bloody ohaace has the stray men, the English, in old-style so- 
called democratic organisation in comparison to what he has In the 
corporate system embodied system? Every peasant in Italy knows why 
he can go and kick If some thing (state) doosn* t salt him and #y Gawd 
they do kick, some times In the most silly manner. * m * Italian 
individualism, development of the personality, reads to* the point of 
exaggeration, but it enlightened the world. 

nothing less than the Fascist System would keep these people together. 
Some of the kicking Is aimless, but the best of it keeps- the thing 
moving forward, the mass of it keeps "the thing moving forward. 

The American system was good for 80 years, after which it was be- 
trayed and defiled at the center and the outlying parte grew steadily 
leas efficient, and still less efficient. I would like to see a 
little blood or oxygen infused back into her. * * * Anyhow, whatever 
kind of a ae so you ere in* in America, with your farms mortgaged 
(to milk trusts?), England is in a worse mess. 


April 30, 1942 

Sometime a, the Anglo-Saxons any awake to the fact that the Jewish 
(cahovs), the secret forces concentrated or brought to focus in the 
unappetising (carcass) of Franklin D. Roosevelt, do not shove Aryan 
or non-Tiddish nations into war in order that those said nations nay 
win the war. The non-Jew nations are shot*f 4\, Into war, in order to 
destroy themselves, to break up their structure, to destroy their 
social order, to destroy their population. 

Kay 4, 1942 ...... 

The kike is all out for all power. The kike and the unmitigated evil 
that has bean h%tered in London since the British Government set on 
the Bed Indians to murder the American frontier. Settlers, and hurled 
the *. the aongols, the tarter openly against Germany and Poland and 
Finland and eeoretely against ell 'that is decent in America; against 
the total American heritage. 

Kay 10, 1942 

He says that England’s position at the peace conference will be pre- 
carious. 1*11 say it will be precarious, Just as precarious as Gennahy 
was at Versailles, with this difference. That the next peace will not 
be made by a pair of kikes, one on each side of the table, or standing 
behind the stuffed shirts who represent them in front of the public. 

And the basic aim of the peace will not be Versailles 1 basic aimJ 
namely, to prepare the next war. 
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That' a what Versailles was aimed at, with lta daggers and cross 
lines, its (Skodans) its synthetic state, its gun factories (stuck) 
positions of danger, run with Jew money, run on loans, "based on 
money sweated out of Ay ran people, sweated out of the farm laborers 
and industrial working men. The next peace will not he "based on 
international lending. Get that for one. The next peace will not 
be based on international lending, and England will certainly hare 
nothing whatever to say about what its terms are. Beither, I think, 
will s imple-^ear t&d Joe Stalin, not wholly trusted by the kikery 
which is his <; master» 

Why have you got where you are, and where are you? You are down, 
down, down, down, down, down. Filth and dung of humanity. You 
are down under Maisky and Litvinov, and If human degradation can 
show anything lower, go letlt. Look at your masters' faces. How 
did they get there? 

Hay 18, 1942 

Hot having read the English version of Hein JEampf , I will not discuss 
it. This book was translated into Italian and printed in 1933 and 
" * * published the second half first so that Italian public had a 
chance to get the pop gram clear and at the start. And I affirm that 
there has been for years, has been the most goddamned ignorance and 
misapprehension of that program in England and America. I, myself, 
had only a vague idea. I was not intent on Germany, I had my Job 
with my writing and oy recording in Italy, trying to get things 

straight. I could see it was good bore in Italy, I said it was the 

one inch of solid ground where a man could see straight and write it, 
could buck the international money swine and not disappear altogether. 

Hitler in 1942, said that Germany ought to see Italy, see Italy 
Fascist Italy as the one ray of light, in a world that was going to 

senset, sinking. Just as I saw it as one inch of solid space* 

Hell, the Fuehrer, Adolph Hitler* he did something {about) it, while 
I was listening and looking. There are different degrees of effi- 
ciency. Sow what, where and are the three planks of the Hitler 
program as set forth in the opening of La Mia Battalia?, the Italian 
translation of the second half of Mein Kampf . Hell the first one 
is * , health of a race. How every American or Englander of my 
generation or that before or after my generation knew and knows that 
we were up against a problem of be slave or go free* Any man not 
born rich in our. time, he had to mate late, breed late and breed few 
or else go into slavery. 

That 1 b point one of the Baal program. Breed good and preserve the 
race, the breed thorough, that is for thoroughbreds, conserve the 
best of the race, conserve the best elements, that means eugenics ob 
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opposed, to race suicide and it did not and does not please the 
narrow minded Jews who want to kill off all other races whom they 
cannot substitute and drive down the race into wage slavery or 
Soviet slavery under the goddamned kikes. Kikes to be staffed by 
a bevy of Churchills and Edens and Stafford Crippses,, 

Secondly, what is the second point of the Hitler program? Fersonal 
responsibility, a political system in which he can’t pass the buck 
very unpleasant for hired member of parliament, * Jews, butter and 
eggs men, (fakers) like Wendell Villkie andM. P.’s, and congressmen 
financed by Jews put into the legislature to defraud the people in 
(lieu) of interest and get there by bank money. 

And the third point was the study of history. Well, now what program, 
what program did $p*at contradict? I ask you. If you are such low 
down and goldamed suckers or such British blockheads or such un- 
fathomable irredeemable ignoramai as to now know what program this 
contradicts, then there is not a great deal of hope for your poster- 
ity. I may tell you some day where the opposing program is fc?fiin&, 
if you are too weak-kneed and puny to trace it and when you or if 
you do trace it, you may see why the smokescreen was erected and why 
people began to see evil in Hitler. As to who says thinks evil 
against Hitler, we may some day go into that also. 

Hey 21, 1942 ....... 

Tou don’t yet know what Hitler has written, or what Mussolini has 
written. Tou won’t read the works of the men who made the American 
nation. Tou don't read Horace’s Two Hat ions. Well, damn you, read 
Cummings if you won't read Brooks Adams, ox better read both of them, 
and try% to find out what has been done to you, and what is being 
done to *youm conducive to material spiritual, and intellectual rain. 

May 24, 1942 ....... / 

Tou have cursed, sworn ."lied about fascism and now in the moments of 
trial you boast and the few things you say with a clear voice and 
conviction are fascist. 

All on this line you trike over one fascist measure after another. 

Then you pretend that your quarrel with Europe is only with regimes, 
and not' with the total population of Europe. Tou are intellectually 
dishonest in your refusal to recognize the great gifts which Home for 
centuries has given, and which Germany since the days of (Hoviue) has 
given to England. 

Tou call "ik the bloody Has elan savages to smash the whole of European 
civilization, and you get out the pig end and laced it and boasted of 
how much Europe is to be indlfflle.d in the smashing. 
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The very nam© trust, meaning In current terms ao no poly, is an un- 
conscious assertion of imbecility and, pretentiousness, You probably 
think you have a monopoly. You most certainly have not. You are so 
purse profld, and what is worse head, proud, that you see no Intellect 
outside the circles of your own interest, and you will ^pay for it. 

You will pay for your high horse assumption, as there is justice er 
as in the physical world there is a law of reaction in the nation's 
action. You have overwesaed. 

Your Serosa, anti-German propaganda is mostly mean innuendo. Italy 
has had so such of that from you that this conduct of yours rather 
strengthens the Axis "bonds. Too many nations have had the same 
treatment from Ehgland not to recognize the symptoms. 

But a veritable frie panning of races are needed, to make you English 
understand that there is, yes , is a place called Europe, a continent , 
and that you owe something to European civilization,, vastly more than 
you owe to the Warbugs, and other holders of England's Israels I.O.U's. 

And that debt, that intellectual debt you have no intention to recog- 
nize. In fact, you have called in the bloody baboons from Urals to 
beat up and if possible to kill off your creditors, and the creditor 
is objective and has a bloody good right to object, and no amount of 
freely spoken objections on your part, freely opened into and most 
skillfully and on 20 wave lengths thunderously ommitted all the known 
languages of the five continents are going to break down the basis 
case against England. 

You set up a Jew government in Germany and the Germans had to get rid 
of it or die. You behaved with crass injustice to Italy and the 
Italians woke up and reacted, until I hear it from my best tempered 
friend on a tennis cour|?. 

I take it that the Dace has seen more rough stuff in his time then 
1 have, but I think one thing in his later life has surprised him, 
and that was the sheer selfishness and meanness of England. *■ * * 

Hot one syllable has come out of England during the past two years - 
or three years to show that England has one iota of consciousness, and 
that human beings can be other than English, that there are human 
beings in Europe, endowed by nature with rights equal to those of sane 
human beings. 

England helped protract the civil war in America uhtil the south was 
crushed and the ..United States never recovered, except on the plane 
of material products. She United States never got back to the level 
of economic justice, she had kept on fighting for up until the Civil 
War. The documents were mislaid or hidden. It is only recently 
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that we have began to get the facts. . .Facts of the great betrayal, 
a sett-out to London Jewry. And If you think you are paying for 
your Bins, look to the contraversal government now in function. 

As the United States was sold to your Jews, you are now in the 
process of being suctioned, to heirs of the same business houses 
or of the sane usuryy system. Offices are now In Sew fork. 

May 26, 1942 .... 

And every hour that you go on with this war is an hour lost to you 
and your children. And every sane act you commit is committed in 
homage to Mussolini and Hitler. ESvery reform, every lurch towards 
the just price, toward the control of a market is an act of homage 
to Mussolini and Hitler. They are your leaders, however iguch you 
think you are conducted by Soosevelt or (told) up by Chfcrchill . You 
follow Mussolini and Hitler In every constructive act of your govern- 
ment. 

May 31, 1942 

You possibly cannot breed human beings like cattle, but you can or 
could at least spend as such human intelligence on the problems of 
human breeding as you do on breeding cattle or whippets. And on 
that basis. Hitler is also your leader, Two b as 1|| facts wer announced 
in Europe on the continent. ® r 

Mussolini has summed up in the consigner of recent yearly orders of 
the Fascist Party for the year II of the present regime or era, as 
follows: Discipline the economic forces and equip them to the needs 

of the nation. Shat you are learning. Hitler* s basic text you are 
still dodging, 

I may be late in telling you all this Uow, but I at least saw some- 
thing about the time Hitler s a e it along 1923-24. Hitler put it in 
Mein Kampf that there was one way of light in the world moving towards 
sunset, and that was Mussolini's regine in Italy. 

And that being som you with your cheating and with your Geneva and 
sanctions set out to crush it in the sendee of Jewry. Though you. do 
not even yet know this, and you have not digested the proposals or 
instructions of Jewry, and you have not understood Fascism or Hasism 
for that matter. 

Instead of concentrating on the breeding of better race, you waded 
in the filth masters and the dirtier portions of Freudism, with 
banners flying. All your wit and wisdom was spent on monopolising, ... 
spend on avoiding the basic issues. And if Mussolini stands for 
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Boclal justice, for breaking the usurers bondage, the Hazi revolu- 
tions was based on breed. Based on sane breeding, and on this basis: 
Germany arose from her sepulchre. 

But one thinfe I'll tell you. Believe you me, Europe will not go 
back down under the usury system, the debt system, and neither will 
the people of England once they find onV ; ||hafc it is and once the Jew 
center shifts out of London into the Hew tobk or Hew Jerusalem family. 

And the melting pot in America may have been a noble experiment, 
though I very much doubt It. At any rate, it is lost, 

June 4, 1942 

You ought not to be in this war; the United States ought not to be 
in this war. 

June 8, 1942 

If I go on pounding from day to day every day and in every way, I 
will finally teach you kids why you got dragged into this war, if 
you survive it. Ahd^when you know that you will know more than your 
fathers did by the end of the last one, that is more than most of 
them ever discovered. I've got to go back and go over and over the 
same little table of facts, the same litlle table put in the 1 clearly. 
This war started in 1596 (1494) when Mr. Peterson got the idea for 
the Bank of England/ 


You boys will have to live a long time and fight like hell and fight 
something nearer home than the Philippines to get it. You will 
have to fight in your home and *** to get that blessing and I suggest 
you start right in tomorrow morning if not now at once when I get 
to the end of this discourse, fhe greatest blessing they ever had; 
their own people to pay their own debts, 

Hhen X think of the Interest you boys will be asked to pay on a 
1000 billion dollars of debt if you don't get busy and bust the 
big system — Jew system, Rothschild, Morganthau anti-Lincoln system, 
well my heart does not bleed for ray country I would rather have my 
head, work for my country. If you cUn* t or won’t think of the cause 
of your misery. If this conducement to slavery of your children 
for ten generation — if you won't think of it — God help you. 

You are in for billions of debts and you have not got your own people 
to pay it. And most of you have not the groggiest idea of Lincoln * 
you don't know what he meant by it. Here are ignorance of coin, 
credit and circulation, said John Adams 80 years before Lincoln. 
Ignorance and of course greed greed is your ruin. 
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June 25, 1942 

Sane old story — grand dukes betraying Russia; French nobles selling 
out Trance. British nobility utterly worm-beaten by greed. And now 
the old United States dying off 80 years after the sell'-out to 
Rothschild, Eighty years of usury taken; 80 years of groveling be- 
fore wealth; being ready to accept pay without ever thinking what 
Causes it. Damn all, I seem to be getting moral. Veil, what about 
it? Be scientific. How much poison can the national body standt 
3hat question can be put scientifically, just as well as putting it 
In an (auditory) form or asking what is nice and what ought a decent 
man do? Ho one will do anything worth doing until some sense of * 
enters his system. Profit motive is silly, in the sense that it ulti- 
mately kills the good life, makes the mare go, yes, makes the hare go, 
money makes the mare go, and then some day somebody wakes up crazy. 

And that takes just a long enough so nobody notices what is going on; 
suddenly wake up and find American abundance has been chucked out of 
the window* the billion here, ten billion there, and that ease has 
departed. And (sailors) don’t care. 

My time is about up for this session. And of course, you ought not 
be in this war, even to cover up the gross failure of the gjdministra- 
tion to govern the United States, let alone fixing up the affairs of 
Europe and Asia. 

June 28, 1942 .... 

You are not going to win this war. Hone of our best minds ever thought 
you could win it. You have never had a chance in this war. You had 
a chance possibly or at lsast it might at some time have appeared, and 
in fact it appeared that you had a chance for a Beau Gent, for a vindi- 
cation of national honor by going through a set of bellicose motions 
and sacrificing a reasonable number of men. (Emulation) of victims 
as at onement not for a crime of your empire, but for the imbecilities 
of a ruling gang. 

An elderly English colonel of ay acquaintance volunteered to partici- 
pate in the defense of * by air for example. But that was not in the 
plans of your owners, nothing but a procrasted war with and maximum 
of profits on debt and gun sales suited your rulers. I don’t mean 
your acknowledged rulers; 1 mean the creditors of your bullies and 
puppet (jays), the men back of the puppet show. And nothing has con- 
tended them, save the most ignominious • of a great empire which 
history throws up on the sereen of my aea9$y. *Foo many of these 
ignominious alms. My studies have not been sufficiently extensive 
to enable me to recall them. Never have so many allies been let down 
by any one empire? |ever have attacks on late allies been so notorious 
and never has the play of a half wit been more flagrant than the acts 
of your ostensible government. 
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The sheer Imbecility* aa cheer imbecility burst the policy against 
Italy. Than that in entering a war on Japan. * * * You and the 
American people have indeed an enemy, but the enemy wasn't on board 
that torpedo boat. The eheny is greed, avarice, usury, falsifica- 
tion incarnate in the group of unpleasant persons. * ♦ * tor twenty- 
five years it has been apparent, and I 4hro say plenty of Europeans 
saw It before then. It has been apparent that thd world could only 
be saved by a conspiracy of intelligent men, and that they would have 
to conspire against the thief s. Harmans and the Goldschmidts, together 
with the minor lice over in Paris, the Lavals, the Mandela and the 
rest of them. And your tolerated writers , your half-witted socialists, 
your publicists, your Garvins, Beaverbrooks and the rest of them did 
not join such a conspiracy. Ton are barking up the wrong tree and your 
(bite) has not proved very Juicy not if measured by Axis and Tri-partlte 
standards. 


WENDELL SERGE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Re: Proposed Indictments for Treason of 

the Following American Citizens 
Broadcasting Enemy Propaganda from 
Axis Countries to the United States 


Fred W. Kaltenbach 
(146-28-237) 

Constance Drexel 
(146-28-229) 

Robert H. Best 
( 146 - 28 - 248 ) 


Edward Leo Delaney, with aliases 
( 146 - 28 - 240 ) 

Jane Anderson, with aliases 

(146-28-233) 

Dr. Ezra Pound 
(146-7-3672) 

Douglas Chandler 
( 146 - 28 - 232 ) 


The ’above persons have for some time been broadcasting enemy propaganda 
to the United States from Berlin, Germany, and Rome, Italy. A study of the 
transcripts of their broadcasts, together with surrounding circumstances, 
leads to the conclusion that if their activities are considered of sufficient 
importance to warrant action by this Department, they may properly be deemed 
treason within the meaning of Title 18, U.S.C., Section 1. But custody of 
these individuals cannot be obtained at the present time, and probably not 
until after the war. Whether or not indictment at this time would be an idle 
gesture w ill depend upon the outcome of the war. 

If the utterances in question, seditious though they appear to be, were 
divorced from the context of circumstances under which they were broadcast, 
there would be a real question whether they constituted overt acts of adher- 
ence to the’ enemy and giving him aid and comfort of the kind and to the extent 
required by our law of treason. But these individuals have chosen to remain 
in Germany and Italy during the present hostilities, and to work as willing 





hired hands for and under the supervision of those enemy governments. The 
work involved is the dissemination of officially sponsored propaganda gener- 
ally understood to be regarded by the enemy as a weapon of primary importance 
"in waging total war. . New concepts and practices in the waging of war 
must be taken into account in weighing the meaning of adherence to the enemy 
and giving him aid and comfort. Here the adherence, aid and comfort, con- 
sist in joining in person, and working for, not the enemy army, but another 
branch of the enemy government which is utilized as an instrument of warfare. 
The aid consists not in bearing arms, nor in supplying military needs or 
information, but in supplying propaganda scripts and broadcasting services. 

On these facts the activities of the individuals in question may thus be 
distinguished from the precedents dealing with "mere utterances" and from 
that class of cases customarily dealt with under sedition and espionage acts, 
if at all. 

For the purpose of facilitating proof, the District of Maryland would 
be the most appropriate venue, but indictments could validly be obtained in 
any district where the broadcasts were received. 

The background of the individuals and the character of their broadcasts 
are summarized in the Appendix to this memorandum. It is enough at this 
point for purposes of the legal discussion to say that their utterances are 
extremely seditious in character, and are broadcast from Berlin and Rome for 
reception in this country. 

Several questions of law which occur in connection with ' the contemplated 
treason indictment are discussed below. 


1. Application of the Clause "Adhering to 
their Enemies, Giving Them Aid and 
Comf ort." 

The theory of a treason prosecution, of course, would be that the 
persons named have committed treason in adhering to the enemy, giving him 
aid and comfort. Among the acts which have been regarded as adherence is 
joining the enemy, which has been deemed "the most flagrant instance of the 
crime of treason, and nothing except the fear of death can excuse it." 
(Warren, What is Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy? (1918) 27 Yale L. J. 
331? 336). This has been held to mean enlisting in the armed forces of the 
enemy ( Respublica v. McCarty , .2 Dali. 86 (U.S. 1781)), though adherence "is 
capable of, and in general has received a broad interpretation" (May 1 s 
Criminal Lav/ ( 4 th Ed. 1938) 98). The doctrine suffers no distortion if 
"actually joining the enemy in person" (Chafee, Free Speech in the United 
States (1941) 260) is construed to include the acts of joining and rendering 
service to a branch of an enemy government other than its army. (See Warren, 
supra at 336 j Medway v. U.S., 6 Ct. Cl. 421 (1870). There is authority for 
the proposition that merely going abroad with intent to adhere to the enemy 
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renders him aid and comfort, and is itself a treasonable act; (McKinney, 

Treason under the Constitution of the United States (1918) 12 111. L. Rev. 

-381, and cases cited at 395 et seq.). 

There is some confusion in the authorities as to whether utterances 
can ever constitute treason. A reading of the transcripts of the broad- 
casts indicates that the aid rendered to the enemy is indirect, intangible 
and intended to create a body of opinion opposed to the continuance of the 
war. Chafee makes the point that words may in certain cases amount to such 
acts as will "aid or comfort” the enemy, but these are limited to such 
instances as communicating military information to the enemy. It is pointed 
out that telling citizens that they should stop fighting can be at most 
sedition, if the words in fact create disaffection. The oral communication 
of military information to the enemy is language which ’’has all the qualities 
of action because it furnishes the enemy with something which he can use," 
and it is treason equally to give the enemy a gun with which to batter a fort, 
or a description of that fort. Giving aid or comfort has always had, accord- 
ing to Chafee, and the cases seem to bear him out, a restricted and technical 
meaning which has never been regarded as synonomous with guilt under the 
sedition or espionage acts (Chafee, Free Speech in the United States, 1941, 

pp. 259, 260). 

Our courts have often said that adherence to the enemy by words only 
is an offense quite distinct from treason ( United States v. Wimmer , 264 Fed. 
11 (C.C.A. 6th, 1920). This position, however, is challenged in two articles 
which claim that words may constitute treason. In one, McKinney holds that 
the often stated rule, that mere words are not treason is an outgrowth of 
the harsh cases under the doctrine of encompassing the death of the King 
under the Treason Act of 1351 (25 Edward III). (McKinney, supra . ) In the 
other, Warren holds that treason encompasses advising and persuading others 
to give aid and comfort to the enemy. This statement he supports with the 
case, of Rex v. Casement , (1917) 1 K.B. 98).* Warren also lists as overt 
acts of treason those which tend or are designed to defeat, obstruct or 
weaken our own arms. ( Warren , supra . ) 


* In Rex v. Casement , the defendant, a British subject, was convicted of 
treason. Among the overt acts alleged were (l) soliciting, inciting 
and endeavoring to persuade British prisoners of war interned in Germany 
to join the German; Army; (2) circulating a leaflet among Irish prisoners 
in Germany persuading them either to join the German army or to form an 
Irish brigade to secure Ireland’s freedom, and ( 3 ) setting forth from 
Germany as a member of an expedition equipped by the enemy to land arms 
and ammunition in Ireland to be used against the King. All of these acts 
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Such a definition of "aid and comfort" is found also irr United States 
v. Fricke . 259 Fed. 673 (S.D.N.Y., 1919); Charge to the Grand Jury, 30 Fed. 
Cas. 18, 270 (C.C.E.D.N.Y.,, 1861). Certainly these broadcasts can be re- 
garded as acts villi ch strengthen the enemy or tend to weaken our power to 
prosecute the war. Surely acts necessary to constitute treason may vary 
with changing conditions, and "giving aid and comfort" cannot be confined 
to such traditional acts as furnishing money, troops or arms to the enemy. 
Obviously a changing world and new conditions involved in the waging of 
the war will give rise to new forms of treasonable activity undreamed of 
by the founding fathers. 


2. Allegiance of the Proposed Defendants . 

As the discussion in the Appendix will show, all of the proposed 
parties defendant were citizens of the United States and owed the allegiance 
of citizenship at the time they left this country. All of them except 
Constance Drectel were born in this country. Constance Drexel obtained 
derivative citizenship at the age of fourteen, when her father was naturalized 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Douglas Chandler moved to Europe in 1931* Fred W. 
Kaltenbach first went to Germany in 1931 , but returned to the United States in 
1939 for a short period. Robert H. Best has been in Europe for about twenty 
years. Edward Leo Delaney traveled in Europe from time to time for a 
New York company between 1935 and 1939, but apparently has only lived in 
Europe continuously since 1939, or the early part of 1940. Jane Anderson has 
resided in Europe since 1922. Constance Drexel went to Germany in May 1939* 
Dr. Ezra Pound has resided in Europe practically continuously since 1911. 


took place in Germany and it was held that under the Treason Act of 1351, 
Casement could be tried in England for his adherence outside the realm. 

The important holding in this respect was that of Lord Reading, 

C.J., defining the giving of aid and comfort. This he disposed of 
in the following paragraph: 

"If a British subject does an act which strengthens 
or tends to strengthen the enemies of the King in the 
conduct of a war against the King that is in law the 
giving of aid and comfort to the King's enemies. Again, 
if a British subject commits an act which weakens or 
tends to weaken the power of the King and of the country 
to resist or to attack the enemies of the King and the 
country, that is in lav/ the giving of aid and comfort to 
the King’s enemies." 
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It is entirely possible, of course, that some of these prospective de- 
fendants may have become naturalized citizens of Germany, Italy or some 
other country, and may have renounced their American citizenship. Mi ether 
such acts as they may have taken to expatriate themselves are such as would 
be recognized under our law, is, of course, a question which we are unable 
to settle without having knowledge of facts which it is impossible at this 
time to obtain. However, we can prove as to six of them that they are 
native-born American citizens, and as to the seventh, that she obtained 
derivative citizenship. In the absence of knowledge of facts establishing 
the contrary, I think we could safely allege, for purposes of an indictment, 
that each of the persons concerned is an American citizen owing allegiance 
to this country. 


3* Jurisdiction and Venue 

There can be no doubt that our constitutional provision as to treason, 
and the statute, create jurisdiction to punish persons owing allegiance who 
commit acts of treason, irrespective of where in the world those acts are 
committed. Our treason law undoubtedly has an extraterritorial applica- 
tion, and this is clearly justified under international law since treason 
is not an ordinary crime, but is a crime directed against the safety and 
security of the government itself. If jurisdiction of the person can be 
obtained, there is no doubt of the power of our government to punish for 
acts committed outside our territorial confines. 

Moreover, the acts here in question, while committed by persons 
physically abroad, have their direct effects here. That is, although 
the words were spoken in foreign countries, they 7*ere heard here, as was 
intended." On these facts, it is believed that an argument could be made 
that for jurisdictional purposes the acts (as distinguished from the 
persons of the actors) were here. True, such an argument would be highly 
fictional, but it has often been resorted to in the law as in the numerous 
cases sust ain ing jurisdiction over murder at the place where the missle 
or other dangerous force had its deadly effect. However, it would be quite 
unnecessary to resort to this alternate argument to sustain jurisdiction 
inasmuch as the present statute clearly has an extraterritorial applica- 
tion. 


As for venue, it would seem that indictments could be found in any 
district in which the broadcasts are heard. Assuming that the facts 
viewed as a whole constituted treason, it would not be necessary in order 
to establish venue that the language heard by radio, standing alone, should 
constitute treason. The broadcasts heard in this country might well consti- 
tute overt acts of the total treasonable conduct, even though the broad- 
casts, standing alone, might not constitute treason if divorced from the 
other facts surrounding the prospective defendants' actions. Any act 
which is related to the design and tends to effectuate it, furnishes not 
only the venue of the crime but the final fact necessary to consummate and 
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complete it, though success of the treasonable act is immaterial. (See 
McKinney, supra, and cases cited at 395-396; Willoughby, Constitution of 
the United States, (1929) 1127). "The overt act may be innocent in it- 
self, but it must be in some manner in furtherance of the crime." (2 Brill, 
Cyc, Crim. Law (1923) 1508, where the U. S. cases are collected.) Analogy 
is readily found in those cases in which an offender is held liable to 
prosecution in any district where the crime is to some degree consummated 
by the mailing of a letter, a telephone conversation, and the like. (See 
Homwitz v. U.S. , 63 F. (2d) 706 (C.C.A., 5th, 1933); U. S. v. Fricke, 

259 F. 673 (S.D.N.Y. 1919). 

Title 28, U.S.C., Sec. 102, relating to venue of offenses committed 
outside the territorial limits of the United States, would not bar indict- 
ments at the present time, since it is clear that the statute refers only 
to offenses completely committed outside the country. In the instant cases, 
the reception of broadcasts in the United States constitutes a part of the 
offense, and seems a sufficient basis to confer jurisdiction on a grand jury 
in any district in which the words are heard. 

It is suggested that proof would be facilitated if indictments were 
sought in the District of Maryland, since recordings of these broadcasts 
have been made at the Federal Communications Commission monitoring station, 
located in Maryland. 


4. The Broad Policy Question . 

The principal question really is one of policy. Indictments at this 
time would serve the purpose of bringing together and preserving so far 
as possible the evidence in each case. They might serve notice on persons 
having similar designs, If any there are, that the government will not 
tolerate such treasonable conduct on the part of its citizens. They might 
have a reassuring effect generally upon the country. On the other hand, 
it is possible that such indictments would be regarded as merely a futile 
gesture, and that the public would feel that we ought not to be taking up 
the time of courts and grand juries to obtain indictments against persons 
who are now outside our reach.' Possibly it would be felt that there are 
more urgent and important matters upon which we should be working, and 
that such indictments are just stage play. 

I think that these policy questions ought only to be decided after 
the views of the morale divisions of the Array and Navy, the Office of 
War Information, and other similar agencies have been sought out. It 
occurred to me that this is a question on which you might like to consult 
personally with the appropriate Cabinet officers, Mr. Elmer Davis, and 
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perhaps others. My own inclination is to go forward by presenting the 
facts to a grand jury and seeking indictments. ‘ 


Respectfully submitted. 
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appendix; 


The Individuals and Their Broadcasts 


DOUGLAS CHANDLER 

Douglas Chandler was bom in 1889 at Chicago, Illinois. He 
married the former Laura Wurts, of a socially prominent family 
in Pittsburgh, in 1924. They lived in Baltimore for some time, 

•where Chandler contributed inconsequential articles to the Sunday 
American.- _ His attempts at short story writing were failures, and 
in 1931, he, with his wife and two children, moved to Europe. They 
travelled in various countries, including Prance and Italy and 
eventually settled in Yugoslavia, where he was reported to have acted 
as a Nazi propaganda agent. For that reason he was requested to leave 
and apparently moved directly to Germany. He was broadcasting news 
reports from Berlin in July, 1941, and it is possible that he began 
such activity sometime prior to that date. He contributed articles 
to the National Geographic Magazine between 1937 and 1940. 

Chandler broadcasts under the pseudonym of Paul Revere. In 
addition to news reports of the war favorable to Germany, the general 
theme of his broadcasts is that International Jewry caused the present 
war. He contends that President Roosevelt brought about our entry into 
the conflict by his foreign policies and in his effort to aid the Jews. 
He condemns England and Winston Churchill , and makes no secret of his 
pro-Naziism. 

Topical statements in Chandler’s broadcasts, indicative of the 
propaganda lines used by him, are set out below: 

. . . Roosevelt and his Cabinet ... are willing to let their own 
people pay and die for a war on the side of England and the Jews 
and to uphold and increase their power. At the expense of their own 
country, they are trying to help the criminal British Empire and to 
help it even against their country’s own interests. (Jan. 3, 1941) 

... Oh, it’s a sad, sad story, the story of the Roosevelt liquida- 
tion of America. The end of it will be a lost war, a shattered 
prosperity and the irrevocable destruction of the American way of 
life. . . . (April 18, 1942) 

. . . Neither Germany, Italy nor Japan wanted war with America. The 
Axis countries did everything humanly possible to prevent war. But 
the Jews, acting through the medium of that psychopathic criminal, 
Roosevelt, forced the issue. . . . (May 23, 1942) 
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... When jay fellow countrymen in America have once become fully 
aware of the degree to which they are being deceived, by their 
government spokesmen, it will not take long to stop Roosevelt's war 
for the Jews and bring about an era of lasting peace and industry. . . 
the Axis defenders of civilization, Germany and her brave allies. 

(June 6, 1942) 

... Franklin Delano Roosevelt promised peace but brought you 
war'. . . . (Dec. 27, 1941) 


FRED W. KALTENBACH 

Fred W. Kaltenbach was born at Dubuque, Iowa, in 1895. He 
went to Germany in 1937, and returned to the United States in 1939. 
■While here he gave several lectured presenting and upholding Germany's 
political and economic theories. After returning to Germany, he ex- 
pressed his desire to the State Department to remain there for the 
duration of the war, in order to complete a book he was writing. 

In 1940 he was apparently engaged in some free-lance writing and was 
acting as a translator for the German short wave radio station. It 
appears that he began broadcasting pro-German propaganda in 1940. 

Kaltenbach devotes the greater part, of his broadcasts to 
comments on the war news favorable to Germany and to sarcastic and 
derogatory references, to the war efforts of the United States and 
our military leaders. He contends that President Roosevelt inten- 
tionally forced Japan to attack the United States in order to bring 
about a state of war. He points out that the United States cannot 
be victorious, and his broadcasts are directed toward undermining 
the morale of his listeners in the United States. He continually 
reminds them that the United States is fighting solely to preserve 
the British Empire and for no other reason. 

Statements such as the following are found in Kaltenbach 's 
broadcasts'. 

. . . Therefore, America cannot win the war, but if America cannot 
win. the war, what's the use of continuing it? Why all the sacri- 
fices? . . . (March 25, 1942) 

. . . The present uncalled-for-war, has, therefore, been from first 
to last, Roosevelt's war. ... (March 25, 1942) 

... The German people, at last, are assuming the place on the con- 
tinent in Europe to which their initiative, their thrift and their 
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enterprise entitles them. And the best guarantee of that is the 
German sword. . . (April 20, 1942) ~ 

. . . The pity of it all is, however, that the millions of 
Americans of German descent, are compelled to fight in a foreign 
war; one which America is in no way threatened by attack ; for 
the sole purpose of helping the British destroy the land of their 
fathers . The land where their German cousins live , I am really 
surprised that you millions of Americans of German blood let 
Roosevelt and his pro-British clique get away with it. . . . 
(August 5, 1942) 


ROBERT H. BEST 

He is a native of Sumter, South Carolina, and a graduate of 
Columbia University. He has been in Europe for about 20 years, 
and is a former foreign correspondent for an American Press 
Association. Best was first announced as "Guess Who?", but later 
identified himself and broadcasts under his true name. 

Best's broadcasts follow the general trend of those previously 
mentioned. He vehemently criticizes President Roosevelt and the 
present Administration, and the Jews, and the Communists, all of whom, 
he states, are conspiring to set up a Communistic form of govern- 
ment in the United States. He advocates the impeachment of President 
Roosevelt. The war, according to his broadcasts, is a crusade for 
civilization by Germany. He devotes part of his broadcast period 
to news reports of German successes in the war. 

.Best uses statements such as the following in his effort to 
cause dissension in the United States: 

. . . We are in the midst of a war which will decide whether the 
future of the human race will survive the hand of gangster Jews 
and the Jewed-up henchmen of these crooks, or in the hands of 
you and me and other honest hard working, straight forward non- 
Jewish, Christian, gentile. We are, in the midst of Franklin D. 
v Roosevelt's vain war for the survival., of the world domination of 
the international Jew. . . . (April 21, 1942) 

. . . Adolph Hitler, Fuehrer of Germany, a shining exanple for the 
political leaders of all nations and the most maligned of living 
men. Some day I shall tell you some extremely interesting things 
about this man; by far the greatest economic, military, political 
and social genius of our generation; and one of the greatest of 
all times. . . (April 21, 1942) 
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. . . To be eaten by their comrades has already been the fate of 
many of their soldiers and it can easily be also the fate of any 
American who happens to fall into the hands of the barbarians who 
make up such a large proportion of Stalin's front line army. . . . 
(April 30, 1942) 

. . . Think it over friends, -K- * Is it to be Canterbury and 
Churchill, and. Roosevelt and Stalin, or is it to be a civiliza- 
tion's crusade? .... (July 9, 1942) 

. . . Here Tfe are again at the old hitching post, I at the micro- 
phone here in Berlin saying what I please when I please and almost 
as I please and you back there in America hounded around by a 
miserable minion of a gang of crooked kikes and facing a court- 
martial or a concentration cdmp if you dare give voice in public 
to what most real Americans are now thinking of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the war phases of Roosevelt’s New Deal. . . (Seot. 3, 
1942) 


EDWARD LEO DELANEY with aliases 

Edward L. Delaney was bom in Olney, Illinois, in 1885. He 
has been described as a former Broadway press agent, an actor and 
a writer of fiction. From 1935 to 1939 he was employed by the 
Trans-Oceanic Film Export Company of New York City, for whom he 
travelled in various European countries. He apparently began 
broadcasting pro-German propaganda from Berlin in the early part 
of 1940. He broadcasts under the pseudonym of E. D. Ward. 

Delaney confines his broadcasts almost entirely to news of 
the war favorable to Germany and the Axis. He attempts to dis- 
credit all news reports other than those emanating from the Axis 
countries, and makes every effort to cause dissension among the 
American people. He blames the war upon President Roosevelt. 

The following and similar statements are contained in Delaney’s 
broadcasts: 

. . . 'Roosevelt has his war 1 .... (Dec. 9, 1941) 

. . . Can there be any greater hypocrisy than for England . to re- 
peat that, they are waging a war for small nations? A war against 
agressors, a war to save democracies and civilization, and the 
principles of Christianity? . . . (Dec. 9, 1941) 
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. . . Noyr the nation is at war. The seven or eight years of in- 
ternational meddling and muddling by the administration h§s borne 
fruit, bitter fruit, which the people of the nation, and not the 
politicians must taste. . . . (December 9, 1941) 


JAKE ANDERSON 

Jane Anderson was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1895 » She 
lived for some time in Washington, D. C. and New York City, but 
it is believed that she has resided in Europe since 1922. Accord- 
ing to announcements which precede her broadcasts, she is a world 
famous Catholic writer and orator who was tortured and -fr; rice 
condemned to death by the Communists in Spain. She is the divorced 
wife of Deems Taylor and the present wife of Alvarez de Cienfuegas, 
a Spanish marquis. 

In her broadcasts, Jane Anderson dwells upon the brutality 
of the Russians and the dangers of Communism to the world. It is 
her contention that President Roosevelt is a representative of the 
Communist Party. The content of her broadcasts leaves no doubt 
that her sympathies are entirely with Germany. Her broadcasts con- 
tain statements such as the following: 

... And the financial crash of the American commonwealth is now 
a mathematical certainty and communism may strike at its will. . . 
(Jan. 11, 1942) 

... The Nipponese forces, fighting Communism in Asia, as a 
Christian crusader bearing a loft of banners of the consolidated 
nations of Europe glowing down upon the Red beast in the blood- 
stained lair of the Soviet. ... (Jan. 25, 1942) 

. . .'Adolf Hitler. . . has broken the power of the international 
banker's. . .these capitalistic overlords are the . . . blood 
relations of Roosevelt. . . . (Feb. 6, 1942) 

. . . The simple fact that Germany is invincible. . . (Feb. 12, 1942) 

... Jews have gained the secret control of the world because the 
jew takes advantage of the principles like honor and decency and 
fair play of the Christian. That's why Roosevelt smashed the princi- 
ple of the American Constitution and was fraudulently elected to a 
third term. That’s why the brain trusts sold America and the United 
States in fighting Germany. Not because the American people evi- 
dently knew social justice of the Third Reich but because American 
soldiers have to be massacred to satisy Jewish hatred of Adolf 
Hitler. . . . (March 5 , 1942) 
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CONSTANCE DREXEL 


Constance Drexel was born in Germany in 1884. When her father, 
a citizen of Germany, was naturalized in Boston, Massachusetts, in 
1898, she obtained derivative citizenship. She went to Germany in 
May, 1939, arid is known to have been broadcasting German propaganda 
since July, 1940. 

Constance Drexel' s broadcasts deal entirely with social con- 
ditions and cultural life in Germany. She attempts to show that the 
war has not lowered the morale of the German people in an effort to 
thereby -discourage the American people in their war effort. Her 
statements might also have the probably intended effect of con- 
vincing her listeners that Germany's "New Order" is conducive of the 
best social and economic conditions. 

Her examples of statements contained in the broadcasts are: 

... Old man depression cannot blot cultural life in Germany as it 
did in the United States. Her cultural life is considered as neces- 
sary and even more necessary than * advantage and artists are valued 
and esteemed on a par with other exponents of professional, military 
and civil life. . . . (Feb. 10, 1942) 

. . . Indeed, I have yet to see signs of poverty in Germany, such as 
we see in my own country. . . (Jan. 14, 1942) 

... I think that I can truly say that my observations in Germany 
have led me to the opinion that so called democracies as we have 
experienced it in the New World can learn much from National 
Socialists. . . . (Jan. 14, 1942) 


DR. EZRA POUND 


Ezra Loomis Pbund was born in Hailey, Idaho, on October 30, 1885. 
He received his Ph. D. degree from Hamilton College, Clinton, N. X. 
and his M. A. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He went to 
Italy in February, 1911, and with the exception of a few trips to other 
parts of Europe, has resided there continuously since that date. He is 
the author of 17 books of poems, two operas, 18 prose treatises and 11 
translations. He began airing his contempt for the United States over 
the Rome,- Italy radio in February 1940. He is also allegedly editing 
a magazine entitled "Exile". 

Pbund' s broadcasts are disjointed and vague. It is rather diffi- 
cult to follow the trend of his propaganda. It can be ascertained, 
however, that he is an ardent Fascist and his broadcasts, for the most 
part, consist of criticism of the forms of government in the United 
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States and England and the unfavorable comparison of these Governments 
and their advantages with Italy. He criticizes the American and 
English people for being so totally blind and ignorant that they 
would allow their present forms of government to exist, and attempts 
to create dissatisfaction in every way possible. 

The following are some of the statements found in Pound’s 
broadcasts: 

... If you are going to have Fascism or Naziism in the United 
States, why not learn what these systems of government are? "Why 
not ask and learn how far they are compatible with American habits, 
and what is good in them, and wherein their strength consists, 
instead of merely lying and cussing and trying to kill 'em, on the 
assumption, if you can call it by so mild a term, that they are 
something that they are not. ... (March 6, 1942) 

... For the United States to be making War on Italy and on 
Europe is just plain damn nonsense, and every native born American 
of American stock knows that it is plain down-right damn nonsense. 

And for this state of things, Franklin Roosevelt is more than any 
other one man responsible. . . . (April 16, 1942) 

, . . And every hour that you go on with this war is an hour lost 
to you and your children. And every sane act you commit is com- 
mitted in homage to Mussolini and Hitler. Every reform, every 
lurch towards the just price, toward the control of a market is an 
act of homage to Mussolini and Hitler. They are your leaders, how- 
ever much you think you are conducted by Roosevelt or (told) up by 
Churchill. You follow Mussolini and Hitler in every constructive 
act of your government. . . . (March 28, 1942) 

. . . You are not going to win this war. . . . None of your best 
minds ever thought you could win it. . . You have never had a chance 
in this war. You had a chance possibly or at least it might at some 
time have appeared, and in fact it appeared that you had a chance for 
a Beau Geste, for a vindication of national honor by going through a 
set of bellicose motions and sacrificing a reasonable number of men. 
(Emulation) of victims as atonement not for a crime of your empire 
but for the imbecilities of a ruling gang. . . . (June 28, 1942) 

. . , Europe is fighting for the good life. The shysters are fight- 
ing to prevent it. . . . (July 14, 194 2 ) 

. . . You ought not to be at war against Italy. You ought not to 
be giving, or ever to have given, the slightest or most picayune aid 
to any man or nation engaged in waging war against Italy. You are 
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doing it for the sake of a false accountancy system. You ought 
to go down on your knees, and thank God for Italy. Thank* God 
for. an Italian possessed of Mediterranean sanity, who threw the 
first ray of light in the general darkness, showed a way to 
keep you out of hell made by false accountancy system. . . . 
(July 20, 1942) 
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Dear Franklin: 

I hesitate to intrude upon you, hut there is embodied < 
in the enclosed hill which I have offered, H, Res. 5?, an 
idea which you might at least toy with. 



There emanate nightly from Germany and Italy short wave 
broadcasts h y Uazi and iFascist radio broadcasters who, un- 
fortunately, are Americans. These traitors are Constance Drexel, 

Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas Chandler, Jane Anderson, Ezra Pound and 
Robert H. Best. Douglas Chandler broadcasts under the pseudonym 
of Paul Revere, Fred Kaltenbach broadcasts under the salutation 
of "Dear Harry"." Constance Drexel entitles her traitorous utter- 
ances as. "Hews from Germany". Robert H. Best uses the alias "Guess 
Who". He also urges Americans to write to their Congressmen to 
impeach you. Jane Anderson apparently broadcasts from Italy and is 
introduced usually as a famous orator. Ezra Pound opens his damnable 
talk with a sort of verbal Fascist salute. 


Were they to make their treacherous observations in Constitu- 
tion Hall or Madison Square Garden, they would, undoubtedly, be 
guilty of treason and the necessary witnesses could be used to 
convict them. 

Modern invention as embodied in the radio enables these scoundrels 
to reach a far greater audience than could assemble in any of our 
largest halls. The damage they do, therefore, is all the greater. 

We should not be helpless. 

I, therefore, have offered this House Resolution 57 to amend 
Article 38 of the Articles of War whereby you will be' empowered to 
set up military tribunals, or commissions, to try these culprits, 
even in absentia. The Bill of Rights, which reauires trial by jury, 
is not applicable to the Articles of War. If Congress so provides, 
persons tried before a military tribunal cannot demand trial by jury 
nor confrontation of witnesses. The Articles of War, by Article 38, 
may even now give you the right to set up these military commissions, 


2 - Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


but I believe it is proper for Congress to give you the specific power 
so as to remove any doubt. 

Furthermore, the developement of this idea of trials now, although 
in absentia, may have a deterrent affect. 

Furthermore, the idea may be a nucleus for punishment of those 
followers of the Nazi, Fascist, Nippon theories of waging a war of 
horrors and atrocities. 

Russia has set up an Extraordinary State Commission to trace the 
crimes of the Nazis and to mark down the criminals for punishment. This 
is being done now. The Polish Government in Exile has followed Russia's 
example. 

You may recall that at the end of the last war 900 Huns were slated 
for indictment and punishment. The Kaiser headed the list. After two 
years of bickering, pettifogging and claptrap, only twelve were brought 
to trial. The Judges of those so tried were the Huns themselves. The 
tribunal was the High Court at Leipzig and was composed of seven Hun 
judges. It was like the Nazi fiends being tried by the members of their 
own Gestapo. Of the twelve tried, six were convicted. The heaviest 
sentences imposed were two four-year imprisonments accorded to two naval 
lieutenants (who contrived to escape) and the other four received six 
months jail sentences for each. The sum and substance of the entire 
proceedings were six months in jail for four culprits. It was, indeed, 
a Comedy of Errors, a mere international wink of the eye. 

I have searched the records at the Library of Congress and find 
that periodicals, papers and books of 1917-18 called for the puhishment 
of the Huns and for the setting up of all sorts of courts for that purpose. 
You would imagine you are reading the periodicals and newspapers published 
today. We had the will then as we have the will now, but then the mountain 
labored and brought forth a mouse. 

Perhaps the idea embodied in my bill might set forth in your mind a 
train of thought that might give us an adequate remedy. 

With all good wishes, and someday when you can spare five minutes 
I would love to see you again and press your hand and tell you how happy 
I am on the Hill to support you to the hilt. 


Very sincerely yours, 

YJiAAl/YvJ- / 

EMANUEL CELLER 


February 4, 1943- 
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It is desired that In each of the above oases all persons who 
are personally acquainted with the subject and who have never heard 
his or her broadcasts, but who believe they can identify his or her 
voice, be given an opportunity to listen to recordings of his or her 
broadcasts in order to ascertain whether they can in fact recognize 
the voice of the broadcaster as that of the subject. It is suggested 
that the identification will be more positive if you have such persons 
listen to similar recordings by other persons also in order that they 
may select that which they believe is the subject • s voice. 


It has been informally reported to the Criminal Division that 
the broadcasts of the above-named subjects are received by the 
Federal Communications Commission by means of a radio receiving set 
at Silver Hill, Maryland, at which place recordings are made. The 
broadcast, however, is transmitted by extension wire into the District 
of Columbia where It is audibly received by monitors, recorded and 
transcribed. No one at the Silver Hill Station hears the broadcasts. 
It ie requested that thi3 report be verified, and, if true, that the 
exact facts be ascertained. 

By memorandum dated November 20, 1942, you ware requested to 
ascertain whether recordings of all of the subjects l s broadcasts 
had been preserved. By memorandum dated January 11, 1943, you 
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transmitted a copy of a communication received by you from the 
Federal Communications Commission stating that all broadcasts by the 
subjects had been recorded except during periods of seriously disturbed 
atmospheric conditions. Ton will note that it is not stated whether 
such recordings have been preserved, and it is desired that you again 
request this specific information from the Federal Communications 
Ctomaiesion* 


Respectfully , 


WEHDBiX BERGS, 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Oscar Cox 
Boris I. BIttker 

Trial in absentia of Robert Best, Jane Anderson, Ezra Pound, 
et al. 


SUMMARY 

1. I believe that some, and possibly all, of the American 
citizens broadcasting from Axis countries have committed treason. Their 
acceptance of the role of propagandists for the enemy, as well as their 
utterances, demonstrate that they have 3 * * * * * * * 11 adhered" to the enemy, and their 
broadcasts, in promoting ^the enemy’s self-announced intent to destroy 
our unity by creating internal dissension, have given "aid and comfort" 
to our enemies. The only obstacle To indictment for prosecution is the 
statement in several cases that "words" cannot constitute, treason. Pro- 
perly construed, however, such statements bar only prosecutions based 
upon expressions of opinion; they do not mean that an enemy agent can 
immunize himself from the charge of treason by confining his activities 
to the written or spoken word, especially when this is the role in which 
he can best serve the enemy. 

2. There appears to be no legal obstacle to indictment in 
absentia . Grand jury proceedings are always ex parte, and not only is 
the offender's presence unnecessary, but he may not even appear before 
the grand jury without its permission. 

3. Trial in absentia is impossible because of the defendant's 

privilege, conferred by the Sixth Amendment, to confront the witnesses 

against him, as well as because of the due process clause of the Fifth 

Amendment. Moreover, a defendant in a capital case may not waive this 

privilege, so it would be useless to argue that absence from the country 

constituted a waiver. -If indictments were obtained, therefore, trial 

would have to be postponed until the offenders are apprehended. 

}{-[ J ' v / 

My reasons for these conclusions are set out below. I 
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have made use of legal and factual memoranda prepared by or under the 
direction of members of the Criminal Division, which has been consider- 
ing these cases for some time. I understand that the Criminal Division 
and the Special War Policies Unit are now discussing jointly what ac- 
tion should be taken. 

5 * As you know, Congressman Celler has introduced a bill to 
authorize trial in absentia of these persons by military commission. I 
believe that this would be much less desirable than civil indictment, 
even though trial must be postponed until the offenders are caught. My 
reasons for this conclusion are set out in a separate memorandum. 


MEMORANDUM 


An examination of typical broadcasts from Germany and Italy by 
certain American citizens indicates that they are engaged in a deliberate 
attempt to undermine civilian and military morale in this country, by 
spreading falsehoods about our military accomplishments, by blaming the 
war on the President, on our Allies, or on racial groups, by denouncing 
democracy and representative government, by urging that the United States 
abandon her Allies and make immediate peace with the Axis, and by stimu- 
lating race hatred. These broadcasts are part of the Axis 1 well -developed 
program of psychological warfare, and the American participants must 
have full knowledge of the purpose they are subserving. 

Treason . The treason statute, 18 U.S.G. 1, provides: 

’’Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States, 
levies war against them or adheres to their enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort within the United States 
or elsewhere, is guilty of treason." 

These American citizens have adhered to the enemies of the United 
States in a very real sense. Not only do their broadcasts evince a com- 
plete acceptance of the enemy's philosophy, but in making them, they are 
cooperating with the enemy as fully as though they were volunteers in 
his armies. They could hardly take steps to establish their adherence 
more firmly, except by. an open renunciation of American citizenship and 
an acceptance of Axis citizenship. Curiously enough, it is the very fact 
that they have not taken this final step which makes them so useful to the 
Axis. 
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The other element of treason is the giving of aid and. comfort 
to the enemies of the United States. It has been said that: • 

"* * * i n general, when war exists, any act clearly 
indicating a want of loyalty to the government, and 
sympathy with its enemies, and which, by fair construc- 
tion, is directly in furtherance of their hostile de- 
signs, gives them aid and comfort. Or, if this be the 
natural effect of the act, though prompted solely by 
the expectation of pecuniary gain, it is treasonable in 
its character. * * (30 Fed. Cas. 1037) 

These broadcasts certainly indicate a want of loyalty to the United 
States, and a sympathy with Germany and Italy. Nor could it be disputed 
that they are in direct furtherance of the enemy's hostile designs. The 
Axis has always laid great stress upon psychological warfare and has 
relied heavily on renegades to soften up its opponents by creating domes- 
tic dissension. The Rome and Berlin radio is not given to conducting 
town meetings of the air, and it must be assumed that the Axis regards 
itself as adequately recompensed for the valuable air time devoted to 
these broadcasts. Presumably these broadcasters would be interned like 
other Americans if their services were not considered valuable by the 
Axis. There is no reason why we should place a lower value on their ser- 
vices than does the enemy itself. 

There are a few statements in the legal literature to the ef- 
fect that words — or "mere” words— cannot constitute treason. Perhaps 
the best known is the following, from Judge Nelson’s charge to a grand 
jury, on November 4j 1B61: 

"Words oral, written or printed, however treason- 
able, seditious or criminal of themselves, do not con- 
stitute an overt act of treason, within the definition 
of the crime. When spoken, written or printed in rela- 
tion to an act or acts which, if committed with a 
treasonable design, might constitute such overt act, 
they are admissible as evidence tending to characterize 
it, and to show the intent with which the act was com- 
mitted." (30 Fed. Gas. 1035) 

A contemporaneous statement is: 

"* * * Hence, it Yri.ll he obvious that however strong 
may be the grounds of suspicion or belief, that an in- 
dividual is disloyal to his country or his government, 
until his disloyalty is developed by some open and provable 
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act, he is not legally guilty of the crime of treason. 

And it follows, also, that mere expressions of opinion 
indicative of sympathy with the public enemy, will not 
ordinarily involve the legal guilt of that crime. They 
may well justify a strong feeling of indignation against 
the individual, and the suspicion that he is, at heart, 
a traitor, but will not be a sufficient basis for his 
conviction in a court of law.’ 1 (30 Fed. Gas. 1037) 

In at least this second case, however, it is clear that the court was not 
so much holding that utterances could never constitute treason, as in- 
sisting that conviction should not be based n upon proof of facts which 
were only treasonable by construction or inference, or which have no better 
foundation than mere suspicion.” 

In neither of these cases are enough facts given to indicate 
the nature of the utterances or of the publications to which the judges 
had reference. It is entirely possible that the words thought inadequate 
to establish treason were merely private statements of sympathy for the 
Confederate cause, and it seems unlikely that they could have had any 
substantial resemblance to the conduct of the American broadcasters with 
Y/hom we are concerned. Thus, the second case Yfas cited during the first 
World War as authority that expressions of sympathy for Germany in per- 
sonal letters are not treason. United States v. Herberger , 272 Fed. 273, 
290 (dictum). In a second World War case, the court upheld a conviction 
under the Espionage Act, saying that since ”one cannot, by mere words, 
be guilty of treason,” a prosecution for seditious utterances need not 
be established by tv/o Yfitnesses to the overt act. Wimmer v. United States , 
264 Fed. 11. While the circumstances of this defendant’s statements 
are not set out, it seems quite unlikely that he was an enemy agent or 
that his statements we re part of an enemy propaganda campaign. 

In excluding "mere” words as a basis of treason, these opinions 
appear to be emphasizing the fact that an expression of opinion does not 
constitute "adherence 11 to the enemy nor ’’aid and comfort” within the 
meaning of the statute. They can hardly be construed to mean that a per- 
son who works for the enemy can protect himself against prosecution for 
treason by confining his activities to the vrritten or spoken word. Thus, 
it has never been doubted that the oral transmission of military intelli- 
gence is treason. LikeYn.se, an American citizen v/ho spreads disaffection 
in the armed forces by, .speech or publication under directions from Berlin 
would also seem to be guilty of treason. See Charles Warren, "What is 
Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy ?” (27 Yale L.J. (1918) 331, 340) . 

Cf. Rex v. Casement , (1917) 1 K.B. 98, where one of the overt acts in a 
prosecution for treason was the distribution of a leaflet among English 
prisoners of war in Germany urging them to join an "Irish Brigade" and 
to fight for Ireland’s freedom. 
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The activities of the broadcasters in question similarly exhibit 
more than a "constructive" or "inferential" disloyalty to the United 
States, and can hardly be regarded in the same class as expressions of 
opinion. Certainly the mere fact that a particular individual can serve 
the enemy better as a propaganda artist than as a dynamiter or spy should 
not be an obstacle to his prosecution for treason. 

Nor is the existence of a sedition statute an obstacle to a 
prosecution for treason based on utterances. What -would be only sedi- 
tion if committed by an independent individual or group maj 7- constitute 
treason when the offender acts in cooperation with the enemy, just as 
acts which would constitute only sabotage when done by a free-lancer be- 
come treason when committed in cooperation with the enemy. 

Since the broadcasts in question evidence adherence to the 
enemies, and give them aid and comfort, they are not protected by the 
First Amendment. The test of when liberty of speech may be curtailed is: 

"* * * whether the words used are used in such 
circumstances and are of such a nature as to create 
a clear and present danger that they will bring about 
the substantive evils that Congress has a right to 
prevent. It is a question of proximity and degree. 

When a nation is at war many things that might be 
said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its ef- 
fort that their utterance will not be endured so 
long as men fight, and that no court could regard them 
as protected by any constitutional right." ( Schenck 
v. United Staten . 249 U.S. 47, 52) 

Aiding the enemy is a "substantive evil" which Congress has a right to 
prevent. Hence, the same evidence 'which proves that these broadcasters 
have in fact given aid and comfort to the enemies of the United States 
also establishes that their utterances created a "clear and present 
danger" of bringing about the substantive evil. See also Prohwerk v. 
United States . 249 U.S. 204. 

Extraterritorial application of the treason statute . It will 
be noted that the treason statute expressly includes conduct outside the 
United States: 

"Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States, 
levies war against them or adheres to their enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort within the United States 
or elsewhere , is guilty of treason." 
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The words "or elsewhere" seem to encompass acts committed anywhere in 
the world. The only alternative construction is that the statute punishes 
"aid and comfort" given in the United States or elsewhere, but that the 
"adherence" to the enemy must occur within the United States. 

This narrow construction must be rejected for two reasons. The 
Supreme Court has pointed out a strong presumption that statutes designed 
to protect the Government, as opposed to those dealing with private of- 
fenses, were intended by Congress to apply throughout the world, even 
in the absence of a specific reference to extraterritorial application. 
United States v. Bowman , 260 U.S. 94 j Blackmer v. United States , 284 U.S. 
421. It would seem improper, therefore, to narrow the meaning of a 
specific provision for foreign application. Secondly, the narrov; con- 
struction ha'S been rejected by the English courts even though the language 
of the English statute is far more susceptible to this construction than 
ours. Rex v. Casement (1917), 1 K.B. 98. This case is only the latest 
of a line of authority which antedates the adoption of our Constitution 
and the passage of our treason statute. 

It is well established that Congress has the power under the 
Constitution to punish citizens for their conduct abroad. Blackmer v. 
United States , supra ; United States v. Bowman , supra . This power is 
equally recognized under international law. Jurisdiction with Respect 
to Crime , 29 A.J.I.L. (Supplement, 1935) 435, 519-535, 543-561, and au- 
thorities cited. 

Indictment . There appears to be no reason why the broadcasters 
may not be indicted in absentia . Their personal appearance before the 
grand jury is not required; in fact, even if they desired to appear before 
it they could do so only by permission. The statutory requirement (18 
U.S.C. 562) that a person indicted for treason be furnished with the in- 
dictment and a list of the jury and witnesses at least three days before 
trial only emphasizes the ex parte character of the grand jury proceed- 
ings. Evidence that indictments in absentia occur in practice is to be 
found in the fact that both warrants of removal and requests for extra- 
dition are frequently based upon indictments secured against absent 
persons. 

Indictment in absentia , therefore, appears to be proper under 
existing law, and no additional legislation seems to be necessary. 

Venue. The Sixth Amendment requires that trials be held in the 
State and district wherein the offense was committed,* but Congress is 


*A statute (28 U.S.C. 101 ) Imposes the additional requirement that capital 
offenses be tried in the county where committed. 



permitted to fix the place of trial for offenses committed on the high 
seas or outside the United States. By statute (28 U.S.C. 102*) such of- 
fenses are to be tried in the district where the offender is found or 
into which he is first brought. 

It seems to be the universal and 'unquestioned practice for in- 
dictments to be laid in the district where the trial is to take place. 
While I have found no constitutional or statutory requirement to this 
effect, the practice may be grounded on the lack of any statutory mechanism 
for the transfer of an indictment from one district to another. See 
United States v. Bead on . 49 F.(2d)'l64, 166; and cf. Salinger v. Loisel . 

265 U.S. 224, construing 28 U.S.C. 114. Consequently, the indictment 
would have to be returned where the case can be tried, i.e., in the state, 
district, and county where the offense was committed, or, if it was com- 
mitted outside the United States, in the district where the offender is 
found or into which he is first brought. 

If we assume that the offense was committed abroad, it is im- 
possible to determine nov; where the indictment should be returned. If 
the offender should later return voluntarily to the United States, he 
could be tried only in the district wherein he is found. United States 
v. Townsend . 219 Fed. 761. By avoiding the district of indictment, he 
could avoid trial, except on a new indictment in a district where he is 
found. If, on the other hand, he should at some time in the future be 
taken in custody abroad and brought back to the United States, he could 
be tried only in the district into which he is first brought. United 
States v. Townsend , supra . Since it is impossible to anticipate new the 
district in which the offender will be found or into which he will first 
be brought, it is impossible to decide with certainty where the indict- 
ment should be laid and to guard against the possible necessity of sub- 
sequent re indictments in other districts. 

It could also be argued that the offense y/as committed in any 
Federal district where the broadcasts were heard. See concurring opinion 
of Judge Sibley, Horwitz et al . v. United States , 63 F.(2d) 706, 709; 
cert. den. 289 U.S. 760. Analogies are to be found in use of the tele- 
phone (offense committed where voice heard, Lamar v. United States , 240 
U.S. 60) , of the mails (offense committed where letter delivered, Horwitz 
v. United States , supra ) , and of the press (offense committed vhere 
periodical circulates or is received, State v. Piver , 132 Pac. 858). Cf. 
Strassheim v . Daily , 221 U.S. 280, 285. 

On this latter theory, indictments could be returned wherever 
the broadcasts were heard, without the necessity of further legislation. 

On the former theory, however, there might be some difficulty 
in that we cannot determine now where the offenders will be found or will 



be first brought, and hence we cannot know the districts in which trial 
will be proper. This difficulty might possibly be removed by* legisla- 
tion authorizing indictments for foreign offenses to be transferred from 
one district to another, or permitting such offenses to be tried in any 
district in which the indictments were returned. The difficulty is 
somewhat hypothetical at present, however; it is possible that by choosing 
a district in which the offenders are likely to be found or be brought on 
their return from Europe (e.g., the Southern District of New York) the 
difficulty can be avoided. Furthermore, reindictments are quite feasible, 
since there is no statute of limitations on capital offenses (18 U.S.C. 
581a). For these reasons, there is no present need for legislation. 
Moreover, there seems to be no reason why legislation could not be passed, 
if a need should ever arise, even after the indictments have been obtained 
since such legislation would be procedural only and hence would not be 
barred by the ex post facto clause. 

Trial in absentia . While indictment in absentia is permissible, 
it is quite clear that trial in absentia is not. Both the confrontation 
provision of the Sixth Amendment and the due process clause of the Fifth 
guarantee to the defendant the privilege of being present at his trial. 
Moreover, a trial in absentia would not be proper even if the absence of 
the defendants from the country were construed as a waiver of their privi- 
lege of presence, since the privilege may not be waived in a capital case: 

"In cases of felony our courts, with substantial 
accord, have regarded it /"the privilege of presence_7 
as extending to every stage of the trial, inclusive 
of the empaneling of the jury and the reception of the 
verdict, and as being scarcely less important to the 
accused than the right of trial itself. And with like 
accord they have regarded an accused who is in custody 
and one who is charged with a capital offense as in- 
capable of waiving the right; the one, because his 
presence or absence is not within his own control, and 
the other because, in addition to being usually in 
custody, he is deemed to suffer the constraint na- 
turally incident to an apprehension of the awful penalty 
that would follow conviction." Diaz v. United States . 

223 U.S. 442, 455. 

While a later- case ( Snyder v. Massachusetts . 291 U.S. 97) has 
held that the privilege of presence is not absolute, but rather exists 
only where the defendant’s presence "has a relation, reasonably substan- 
tial, to the fulness of his opportunity to defend against the charge," 
it cannot be construed to authorize the entire trial to take place in 
absentia . The court held no more than that a jury might view the scene 



of the crime in the defendant’s absence, and carefully distinguished 
between presence at a scene where no witnesses are examined arid pre- 
sence at a trial during the examination of witnesses. The former is 
governed by the due process clause, which imposes a requirement of 
"fairness , 11 but as "a relative, not an absolute concept.” The latter 
is governed by the privilege, conferred in far* more definite terms, 
of confrontation. Moreover, unless there is a privilege to be present 
at some phases of the proceedings, there would be no point to the pro- 
hibition against waiver set out in the Dias case, supra » and it is quite 
clear that the Snyder case did not purport to abolish that prohibition. 

Because of the. constitutional barriers, trials in absentia 
could not be authorized by legislation. 
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1. While we have no evidence to this effect, it is possible 
that some ofthese broadcasters may have expatriated themselves .before 
the broadcasts in question. If so, thereaway ..be a question as tot .. 
whether they still "owe allegiance to the ©sited States,* 1 idthin the 
waning of the treason statute* 

It Bight be argued that when war is declared, citizens lose 
their power of expatriation. It could also be argued that since these 
persons stress their eltlaenohip during the broadcasts, any attempt at 
expatriation will be disregarded as sham. Both of these arguments might 
well be rejected by a court, however, so the possibility of expatriation 
must be considered as a threat to prosecution of these cases* 

2* Moreover, expatriation is available to all citizens in 
foreign countries, and thus immensely diminishes the deterrent effect 
of the treason statute as to ary other disloyal citizens resident 
abroad. For this reason, should not some thought be given to restricting 
the power of expatriation? While a statute (8 U.S.C. 800 ) speaks of 
expatriation as a "natural and Inherent right," this right would not 
seem to be unduly restricted by a wartime limitation on expatriation. 

3* It may be noted that among the methods by Which an Ameri- 
can citizen, whether by birth or naturalization, may lose Ms citizenship, 
are* 

"(b) Taking an oath or making an affirmation or other 
formal declaration of allegiance to a foreign state? or 

”(o) Entering, or serving in, the armed forces of a 
foreign state unless expressly authorized by the laws of 
the BMted States, if he has or acquiree the nationality 
of such foreign state? or ^ 

"(d) Accepting, or performing the duties of, any of- 
fice, post, or employment under the government of a foreign 
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Re: Criticisms of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Serviced 

Analyses of Propaganda Themes in the Broadcasts of Expatriate 
Americans employed by the Axis. 


On the suggestion of Mr. Norman Altman of the Special War 
Policies Unit, Mr* Samuel C. Ely of the Criminal Division hs.o 
requested a review of the analyses provided to him by the Foreign 
Broadcast Intelligence Service of the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, These analyses consist of setting up the major themes which 
occur in the broadcasts from Rome and Berlin of expatriate Americans, 

The Special War Policies Unit originally cooperated with 
Mr, Ely on this material by setting up a model study of the propaganda 
themes for the broadcast material of Fred W. Kaltenbach, Subsequently 
Mr, Ely requested of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service that 
they prepare similar analyses for the broadcast material of the 
following Axis commentators: 

Constance Drexel 
Jane Anderson 
Leo Delaney 
Robert H, Best 
Ezra Pound 
Paul Revere 

These analyses have been prepared, based on excerpts which were 
selected by Mr, Ely and appear in his memoranda. 

In accordance with Mr, Ely’s request, I reviewed the analyses 
made by the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service., In general I 
find that the .analyses are adequate for Mr. Ely’s purposes, although 
it appears to me that the themes might have been somewhat better 
organized and stated more precisely. The following notes are limited 



to those cases where I feel that it is important that a change be 
made* Throughout these notes the themes which I refer to are those 
which are stated in the analyses prepared by the Foreign Broadcast 
Intelligence Service j the excerpts I refer to are those contained 
in the memoranda, by Mr, Ely, on which these analyses were based. 

A, Constance Drexel 

I suggest that theme No. .1 ("Contrary to rumor, the Four Freedoms 
flourish in the Reich and in German occupied countries") be changed 
to the following: "Nazi ’New Europe’ is flourishing culturally, 

economically and morally". I believe that this is a preferable formula- 
tion because there appear to be no explicit references in Drexel ’s 
broadcasts to "the Four Freedoms", nor to "contrary to rumor". The 
formulation cf the main theme which I propose is similar to the present 
sub-theme 1A. In as much as the examples under sub-theme 1A are all 
related to cultural activities, I suggest that sub-theme 1A be changed 
to the following: "The cultural life of ' Nazi New Europe’ is flourish- 

ing". The remaining sub-themes may remain intact, 

B, Jane Anderson 

I suggest that theme No, 2 . ("Roosevelt and his Administration 
constantly conspire against the interests of the American people") 
be changed to the following: "President Roosevelt and his Administration 

are morally reprehensible". The reason fcr this proposed change is 
that there, appear to be no explicit mentions of Roosevelt "conspiring" 
against the interests of the American people. There appear to be very 
few cases of theme 3 ("The Allies distrust and use each other") which 
do not fall under theme 1 or 2, Therefore, it might be possible to 
eliminate theme No. 3. 

C, Leo Delaney 

There appears to be a high degree of overlap between theme 1 
("The. war guilt lies with the Allied leaders") and theme 2 ("The Allied 
leaders are incompetent and betray their people’s interests"). To 
avoid thi3, I suggest that theme 1 be eliminated and the examples placed 
under the appropriate sub-themes under theme 2, 

D, Robert H. Best 

I suggest thht theme 5 ("Mr* Best has appointed himself as an 
enlightener to give the American people the truth") be eliminated 
because it has very little political significance. The quotations 
which have be§n placed under this theme fit in very well under the 
other four themes. 

In examining the quotations contained in the memoranda for the 
file dated October 8, 1942 and November 17, 1942, I find that there 


is a main theme "which has been omitted: "The Jews are a world 

menace and are responsible for the war 11 . In the present analysis 
this anti-Semitism theme appears only in an extremely narrow form, 
namely, sub-theme 4B ("Roosevelt is the tool and agent of international 
Jewry")® I find many references in the memoranda to the general theme. 
Some of these general references are to be found in the following 
places: 

In the memorandum of October 8, 1942: 

Page 2, paragraph 1 and 2. 

Page 5, paragraph 2 and 4 
Page 9* paragraph 5 

In the memorandum of November 17, 1942: 

Page 1, paragraph 2 
E 0 Ezra Pound 

No changes appear to me to be necessary. 

F. Paul Revere 

Unlike the analyses which were prepared for the other commentators, 
the themes that were set up for Paul Revere seem to me to be an extremely 
poor job. However, because of the huge number of excerpts from Revere 1 s 
broadcasts, I think it would be advantageous' to attempt to salvage the 
job which has already been done rather than to begin all over again' 
from scratch. The following suggestions are made for this purpose. 

1. Change theme 1 ("The war aims and way of life of the Axis 

are superior to the United States") to the following: "The 

■war aims and the way of life of the Axis are morally justi- 
fiable". It is necessary to drop "superior to the United 
States" in order to avoid considerable overlap of this 
theme with a number of the others. 

2. In examining the excerpts from Paul Revere* s broadcasts I 
find that the anti-Semitism theme is played up more than 
any other theme. But this theme has been omitted from 

the analysis. Therefore I suggest that the following major 
theme be added: "The Jews are a world menace and are 

responsible for the war". In the present analysis the anti- 
Semitism theme occurs only incidentally, namely, in sub— theme 
1A ("The. Axis represents the forces of civilization against 
Jewish communism") and in sub-theme 2C ("Roosevelt is in 
league with the Jews to destroy the American people"). It 
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is possible to retain these sub-themes without having much 
overlap with the general anti-Semitism theme which I have 
proposed. 

The following references to the general anti-Semitism 
theine are only a few of those which are to he found in 
the memorandum of August 10, 1-942: 

Page 4, paragraph 6 and 7 
Page 7, paragraph 2 and 3 
Page 9, paragraph 3 and 5 
Page 10, paragraph 3 
Page 12, paragraph 1, 4 and 5 
Page 13* paragraph 2 and 5 
Page 16, paragraph 4 
Page 20, paragraph 1 and 3 
Page 21, last paragraph 
Page 23, paragraph 4 
Page 24, paragraph 2 

This list of references is only for the first twenty-five 
pages of the memorandum} the remaining twenty-eight pages 
are equally filled with this theme, 

3, Change sub-theme 2C ("Roosevelt is in league with the Jews 

to destroy the American people") to the following: "President 

Roosevelt acts against the interest of the American people". 

By means of this change sub -theme 2C will then include 
charges that Roosevelt is a dictator, etc., as well as charges 
that he is dominated by or acts in the interest of the Jews. 

4* Change sub-theme 1C ("Axis people are told the truth in 
contrast to the lies of the American Government”) to the 
following: "The Axis tells the truth". The phrase "in 

contrast to the lies of the American Government" should be 
eliminated because this is taken care of by sub-theme 3C 
("Americans don’t know what they are fighting for and are 
kept in the war only by lies"). 

5* The various sub-themes which have been placed under general 
themes 2 and 3 do not seem to me to be well grouped, I 
suggest the following rearrangement: Under theme 2 ("There 

is no reason for the American people to stay in, a war against 
their interests"), include only the following: 

» 

'sub-theme 2BL ("The Axis is not America’s- real enemy") 
sub— theme 2D ("The American people should demand that 
the war be stopped") 


sub-theme % ( n Americans do not know what they are 
fighting for and are kept in the war 
only by lies’ 1 ) 

sub-theme 3D ( ’’The Axis is invincible”). 

A new general theme should be set up as follows: ’’President 

Roosevelt is morally reprehensible”. This new theme should 
include sub— theme 2B ("Roosevelt is responsible for the war”) 
and sub-theme 2C, as I .have reformulated it above ("President 
Roosevelt acts against the interest of the American. people"). 

Theme 3 ("The United States will inevitably loose the war") 
is almost completely unrelated to the sub-themes which have 
been placed under it, I suggest that this theme should be 
changed to the following: "It is not to the interest of the 

United States to be allied to Britain and Russia", Tills theme 
would then include sub-theme 3A ("Britain is a treacherous, 
immoral and incompetent ally") and sub-theme 3B (."Russia 
seeks to betray her allies in order to bolshevize the world"). 

6, Theme 4 ("Paul Revere is a self-appointed ambassador who 

gives Americans the truth") is not of any political signifi- 
cance. Therefore I suggest that this theme be eliminated, 
especially because aU the quotations which have been classi- 
fied under it can be classified under other themes. 



Approved by 
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June 7, 1943* 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

; v ;••■• Roi. • > 

FREDERICK VILHELM EALTSKBAGH, with aliases 
JANS ANDERSON, with aliases 
ROBERT HMRYBSST* with aliases 
DOUGLAS CHANDLER, with alias 
EDWARD LEO DELANEY, with aliases 
- -CONSTANCE DREXEL,. with aliases 
DR. EZRA POUND 

TREASON ■ 


Reference is made to my recent memoranda relative to additional 
investigation in the above-entitled cases. As stated in my 
memorandum of. June 5, 1943, Mr-. Ely of this Division will be in New 
Yor^OitJr to interview the various witnesses in these cases. It 
is expected that he will arrive in New York City on Wednesday or 
Thursday of this week, and ihat he will bo there for several days. 

It would appear expedient for Mr* Sly to be present when the addition- 
al investigation is being conducted, if such arrangements can be made 
and if such a plan meets with your approval. 

Reference is also made to your memorandum dated June 1, 1943, 
relative to procuring technical directional evidence that the 
broadcasts of the above-named persons were actually made from enemy 
occupied territory. It is believed that such evidence would be 
very useful at the grand ^ury proceedings. It is also desired 
that you ascertain, if possible, whether an expert receiving such 
broadcasts could identify them as being direct broadcasts of the 
person speaking, or from transcriptions . 

Re spe ; 


WENDELL BEEGE, 
Assistant Attorney General. 





I'achin^rtcii, D* G. 
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Sej American Citizens Broadcasting over Aria ladlo 



Jly dear General Ulioi 


Reference is Bade to tie exchange of letters on the above subject 
between the Secretary of War and the Attorney General, and between 
Sr* Lawrence M. C. Smith and yourself, and in particular to your letter 
to Mr. Snith dated February 2, 19li3« 

The cases of all the individuals referred to in the confidential 
report submitted by the Secretary of War to the Attorney General have 
been carefully studied, and it is the present intention of the Department 
of Justice to institute grand Jury proceedings in about three weeks for 
the purpose of securing treason indidaoents against seven of these indi- 
viduals. The individuals whose indictment will be sought are Fred W. 
Kaltenbach, Constance Drexel, Robert H. Best, Edward Leo Delaney, Jane 
Anderson, Ezra Pound and Douglas Chandler. 


The Department shares the view expressed by the Secretary of War 
that it is desirable to proceed publicly at the earliest possible moment 
against American citizens who have been broadcasting Axis propaganda to 
the United States. The Department also shares the view of the War 
Department that it is desirable to proceed simultaneously against as 
many of such traitorous Americans as possible. In line with the latter 
policy, we have endeavored to prepare cases against additional individuals; 
but after extensive study and investigation it has been found the perfec- 
tion of necessary proof in additional cases would cause unreasonable delay in 
presenting the seven cases now ready. It is possible that an additional 
block of cases nay be prepared for simultaneous presentation at some later 
time. 








)ELL BERGE 
Attorney General 
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MMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Re: Proposed Indictments for Treason of 

the Follovfing American Citizens 
Broadcasting Enemy Propaganda from 
Axis Countries to the United States. 


f Fred «. Kaltenbach 
^ ( 146 - 28 - 237 ) 


Edwa-rd Leo Delaney, with aliases 
R'( 146-28-240) 


/ Constance Drexel 
(14-6-28-229) 

^Robert H. Best 
( 146 - 28 - 248 ) 


KTane Anderson, with aliases 
(146-28-233) 

2Dr. Ezra Pound 
(146-7-3672) 


Douglas Chandler 
( 146 - 28 - 232 ) 


These American citizens elected to x’emain in Axis territory 


at the outbreak of the War, and they have been working for Germany 
and Italy since that time as composers and broadcasters of Axis 
propaganda transmitted by radio short wave for reception in this 
country. The common theme of their utterances as summarized in . 
our memorandum submitted to you on January 15, 1943, is that 
American citizens should not support their Government in the 
conduct of the war for the reason, as these broadcasters assert. 


that the continued conduct of the war is inimical to the interests ” 


of American citizens. These utterances are cast in idiomatic 
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English, which enhances their value to our enemy in their warfare 
against us on what has come to be called the propaganda front. 

We are confident that this conduct is treason. We can 
institute prosecution at this time by seeking indictments, but 
actual trial would have to await apprehension of the defendants 
which would probably occur only after the conclusion of the war. 

The indicated delay projected a policy problem with respect to the 
wisdom of seeking indictments at this time. As against the 
desired effect of assuring the public that the Government recognizes 
these activities as traitorous and intends to punish self -advertised 
traitors, there was the possibility that the evident inability to 
try these persons at this time might reduce their indictment in 
the public mind to the level of a futile gesture. At your request 
this question of policy was submitted to the War Department, the 
State Department, the Wavy Department, the Federal Communications 
Commission, the Office of War Information, and the Veterans 
Administration. All of these Departments of Government suggested, 
in response to our inquiry, as we reported to you on March 15, 

1943, that they considered it desirable to seek- indictments now. 

The War Department coupled its approval with the recommendation 
that we indict as" many broadcasters as possible at the same time, 

so that public interest might not be focused on any individual 

» 

with a resultant sharpening of attention on the broadcast of any 
individual. We agree with the principle of the suggestion 


advanced by the War Department, and consistently with it, subject 
to your approval, propose to seek indictments at the same time 
against all the broadcasters here named. However, as we have 
informed the War Department, we are unable, despite extensive 
investigation, to develop cases against other broadcasters 
heretofore mentioned by the War Department because of absence 
of proof that these others are American citizens. We have 
suggested to the War Department that the simultaneous indictment 
of the seven individuals against whom proof is now available is 
consistent with the advice of the War Department at the same time 
that we have solicited their comments with respect to this proposal. 

In this situation we respectfully request permission to 
proceed to submit proof against the broadcasters here named. If 
you approve, we can begin calling witnesses before a grand jury 
in the District of Columbia on July 21. We have already interviewed 
witnesses, who, because of their acquaintance with these proposed 
defendants, can identify their voices as recorded by employees 
of the federal Communications Commission and employees of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and from their hearing of actual 
broadcasts. Testimony can be adduced showing that the content of 
the broadcast is but.- an echo of official German propaganda 
designed to weaken or destroy the desire of our citizens to 
support our conduct of the war. We can show that the Unique 
need of the German Government for these traitors springs from 




October 8, 1943* 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Res 

EZRA POUND, 

TREASON. 


Transmitted herewith are photostatic copies of a despatch to 
the Secretary of State dated August ''1943# together with a 
memorandum prepared at the Swiss Legation* Rome, Italy, and dated 
August 3, 1943 > a one page l^ter dated August % 1943* from Found 
to the AmbaBciata Svinaera, and & four page letter dated August 4» 
1943? addressed to the Attorney General by Pound; These items 
are furnished, you for your information and files. 



TOM C. CLARK, 

Assistant Attorney General. 
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October 23# 1943* 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of State# 

Washington 25* S* G. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Re t EZRA POTB, 

Your File 130- 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of year consnunication of 
October 1, 1943* with which you transmitted a copy of a despatch 
from the American Legation at Barn# Switzerland, dated August 25, 
1943* together with a memraadua from, the Swies Legation at Rome 
dated August 3, 1913* and a letter from the above subject to the 
Attorney General dated August 4, 1943« 

Respectfully# 

For the Attorney General, 


TOM G» GLARE, 

Assistant Attorney General* 


f 
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ARTS A 4^l^t/tter^ pivjsh'VJ 
633 WEST I5STH STREET, NEW YORK 


Hon. Francis Biddle, 

Attorney General of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr . Biddle : 


March 20, 1944 

A- v- 's®* 






As president of the National Institute of Arts and 
Letters, I write to ask if it be a fact, as alleged in the 
press, that Ezra Pound, 1 ' now under indictment for treason, has 
renounced his United States citizenship and openly declared 
his allegiance to a Fascist power. I fully apprehend that for 
you to allow your office to furnish us with evidence upon the 
charge against him might be improper, but if it be a matter of 
record that Pound has already ceased to be a citizen of the 
United States it might enable his. fellow members in this national 
organization to take appropriate action to remove his name from 
the rolls. As it is, we have no evidence of any sort bearing 
upon his fitness to remain a member, which to many of us seems to 
reflect upon the loyalty of this body. 

With personal regards, 



Sincerely yours, 




President 



REPl_Y TO: 


EDWARD J. ENNIS 
, i .^-DIRGCTOlf" ' 
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May 18, 1944 MAY 19 iy44 

CRiiyiiYML DlViolUN 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOM C. CLARK 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEI GENERAL, CRIMINAL DIVISION 


I annex a communication from - the Department of State 
enclosing for ray attention a. communication from the American 
Embassy at Chungking -recommending the indictment of a number 
of American citizens in Shanghai -who have been broadcasting 
Japanese-: ; ;propaganda on. the Japanese controlled Shanghai radio. 
It is. suggested that such on indictment might be returned 
following the precedent of the indictment against Ezra Pound 
and others. 

_ Since this is a matter . within your jurisdiction, I 
am transmitting : it . to you without taking any action and without 
replying to the Department of State. 


Attachment 4 




Edward J. Ennis 
Acting Head, War Division 
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Hovamber X, 1944 
EQChSGEiMG ^ • 
145-7-3672 


*Ehe director, Federal Bureau of 
SPom 0, Clark, Assistant Attorney General 
Ur;. Bare Pound; ^reason. 


Shi* will acknowledge receipt Of your memorandum of October 12*;§ 
1944* relative to the above named subject. 

With regard to action the Bureau eh ould take toward effecting 
the subject’s return to this you are advised 
that this matter la presently uhd^ consideration and that when a 
decision is reached you will be informed of our views. 

It is suggested that if you^ha^ov* 1 ^ y«t done so. inquiry 
should be made of the Federal ComBrunlcations Commission as to whether 
it has received, recorded, and transcribed any broadcasts by this sub- 
ject subsequent to his indictment* If so, it is desired that you obtain 
copies of the transcripts for review by this Division. 
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


April SO, 1945 


Tom C* Clark, Assistant Attorney General TCG*SCE*Xr 

1^-5672 

Btra Pound* 

Treason. 


Reference is made to our previous correspondence relative 
to the above-named subject, who is under indictment for treason 
because of his broadcasting over the German radio. 


V : 



You advised by memorandum dated October 12, 1944, that 
you were requesting recordings and transcripts of broadcasts by 
this- subject from the British authorities* Our records do not 
disclose, however, that such material has as yet been made avail- 
able to the Criminal Division* 


In our memorandum of Ifoveaiber 1, 1044, it was suggested 
that inquiry be made of the Federal Comaurdoaticms Commission as 
to whether it has received, recorded and transcribed any broadcasts 
by this subject subsequent to his indictment on duly 26, 1942. It 
ie presumed that the results of this inquiry will be made available 
to us in the near future* 


tfith regard to the method by which this subject oould be 
returned to the United States if he is taken into custody by our 
Military author! ties, about which you have previously inquired, 
it would appear that in suoh event he could be held by the® in 
Germany Or removed to the United States or elsewhere for military 
security reasons, in view of his known actlvitios. on behalf of the 


enemy* It would seem expedient for our^rp.ftses, and would appear 
to be to the interest of the military sul&oritied# that the subject 
be held in where he can* be. interrogated thcrou^ily as to 

his activities on behalf of the .ensuy and phcsibly con be of assisted®® '6 
by furnishing information of voj^tie in other natters of importance to 
the military authorities or to jjetur representatives* 

A complete investigation relative to this subject should be 
m&do as soon as it is possible to do so# Individuals should be 


located and interviewed who have knowledge of any traitorous acts 
by him, and their availability and desirability us witnesses, in the 
event of r u-^outioa, should bo determined* If the subject is in 
the custody of the military authorities, his presence in the locality 
of the investigation would make it possible to int ervi ow him from 
time to time oonceming the information developed, and facts might 
be obtained from him which possibly would govern to some extent the 
general course of. the investigation and which undoubtedly would 
supply specific leads to be developed* 

Healy / . 

Records/ 


Elliff 

Ely 






Allegations by the subject that ha has expatriated himself 
or that he has acted under duress, or any other foots submitted by 
him in defease of his activities of a treasonable nature* should be 
thoroughly Investigated and verified, if possible, 

Upon the completion of the investigation you -will be advised 
further relative to the return of the subject to the United states 
and as to the procedure by which it might be offeoted. 
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Director, Federal Ruroau of Investigation 

Tom c* Clark, Assistant Attorney General, 

Criminal Division 

Sura Found! 

Treason* 


Reference is made to sy memorandum of April SO, 1948, 
relative to the investigation of this subject *s broadcasting 
activities in Italy* 

In view of the fact that, according to newspaper and 
radio reports. Pound ie now In the custody of our military 
authorities, it is presumed that the requested investigation 
will be undertaken without delay* 

It is noted that the Washington Poet carried a time 
item concerning Pound, on April 6, 1945, In which he is charac- 
terised no a "self-styled expatriate,” although no facts were 
given relative to any acts of expatriation* It is desired to 
stress the importance of tl^o investigation to develop all of the 
facts concerning the subject’s possible expatriation even though 
he should allege that he has not lost hie American citizenship* 


\ / 
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Kay 9, 1946 
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OFFICE OF 

The Attorney General 



May 10, 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR TOM CLARK 


Have any steps been taken to apprehend 
the defendants in the present indictments? 
Should -we notify the Army about this? Are 
the cases being prepared for trial? 

Will you note the attached newspaper 
clipping recounting an interview with Ezra 
pQu&'dby Edd Johnson. Johnson certainly 
would be a good witness on Pouncb's admissions. 
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MSSPRARPUM FOR THK ATTORNEY GBHSRAL 

I hare received your jasaorandaa of Kay 10, 1945, relative 
to the American citizens under indictment for treason because of 
their broadcasting for the eneny, with which you transmitted a news- 
paper account of an interview with Ezra Pound by Edd Johnson. 

The Secretary of War was advised on January 24, 1944# that 
we desired to have Bara Pound hold for interrogation as to his 
activities on behalf of the Italian Governaesnt if he should be taken 
into custody by our military authorities. In his reply, dated 
February 4, 1944, Mr. Stinson statedj 

0 Appropriate information in regard to this 
matter has been transmitted to the Gcaamaading 
General, B* S. Forces, Borth African Theater of 
Operations, if Pound should be taken into 
custody, information in regard thereto will be 
promptly transmitted to you, « 

The War Department has been similarly informed, through the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, with respect to the other defendants. It was 

1 

requested that they be hold In Stripe, in or near the locality of 
their treasonable activities, daring the course of the investigation, 
to facilitate the development of all facte and so that they would be 
available for interview whenever need for further Information might 
arise. 
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The cases are presently being prepared for trial and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation has been advised relative to the 
nature of the investigation that should be conducted by its repre- 
sentatives in Europe. Considerable material with respect to Ezra 
Pound was found at the Italian Ministry of Popular Culture in Rogue 
and- photostatic copies have been furnished ns. Interview* have also 
been conducted 'with persons in Italy who night be utilized as witnesses. 

It is expected that witnesses trill be located in Europe who 
will have actual knowledge of the activity of these defendants on 
behalf of the enemy and who can prove the commissi on of overt acts of 
treason. This will obviate the necessity of relying upon the theory 
by which we were able to establish venue for the present indictment b, 
that the treasonable acts were committed in part in the United states. 
It therefore would appear expedient to seek new indictments against 

these broadcasters in the federal district into which they are returned, 

*» 

based upon overt acts committed in their entirety outside the United 

S 

States. This would avoid any huostion which might be raised as to the 
sufficiency of the present indictments. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has furnished information 
to us concerning a total of &L persons. In addition to those uudar 
indictment, who are reportedly citizens of the United States, residing 
in Europe, that have collaborated in varying degrees with our enemies. 


«* 2 !*• 


Lack of complete Information has prevented a final determination as 
to whether they have cooaitted sots of treason that dan be established 
by the testimony of two witnesses, bet it ia anticipated that it will 
now be possible to obtain additional facts In these eases* Considera- 
tion has been given to the advisability of sending a representative 
of the Criminal Division to Europe for the purpose of cooperating with 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and with the military 
authorities in the Investigation and preparation of these cases* This 
would enable us to expedite the Investigations and to direct their 
general course without unnecessary delays*- Many potential witnesses 
may be transferred to other localities or countries and will not be 
available for interview if an immediate determination cannot be made 
as to their usefulness. This would also enable us to decide as to the 
importance Of the cases not yet completely developed and to avoid 
unnecessary investigation* Informants could be interviewed and their 
testimony and their desirability as witnesses could be evaluated with 
much greater efficiency by reason of personal contact with then, I 
will appreciate an expression of your views in this regard, 

I will keep you advised of all developments in these oases. 

Respectfully, 


TCat S. CLARK 

Assistant Attorney General 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General 
Sara Pound ; treason 


£f&y 26, 1945 


TCC: iiSLthd 
File to. 149-7-3672 


Reference Is made to our previous correspondence concerning the above- 
named subject. 

V'ith particular reference to your memoranda of July 14, 1944 and 
September 14, 1944, it is requested that the Criminal Division be furnished trans- 
lations of excerpts of matter pertaining to Pound which appears in the 17 books 
sec urea in Italy by the Bureau’s confidential source. 
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• UNITED 


Kifss ?; '. of the Communications and Records 
jpk-V f ? - - Ellif f , .Chief, Internal 'Secur'd 


DATE: 


Secur ity : Sec • . ;0 


subject; :, Ezra Pound: treason 


h- 


••May. 30, ; ; 1945i 
.TCC:ESL:HD^^ 
146-7^3672 ': : *M 

l <^-7 



It is requested that youiremcrp-e from ^ctiori ; ^7of ;iiie vab6ve- 

1 « V' o r<4 r» nOrt n v"» VwfT ^ A •‘Viir w? w H4'rw% ‘ • 4 v« 4 a«'.' ' 


file ; ; for possible use in 'evidence sby the -Crimiml^Dd^ pr os ecution^^f |>« 

■of ;i the subject , certain original manuscripts prepared ; by Pound for broadcasts ' f: 

■ made by him from Italy which were found in the Italian Ministry of Popular Culture 






. These manuscripts, which were enclosures to. a memorandum of the Bureau, 
dated. March 15, 1945, nay be described as follows: 


pit 



6 page script, broadcast December 17, 1941 

1 page script, broadcast January 9, 1942 ; ; 

2 page script, broadcast January 14, 1942 ; 

1 page script, broadcast January 16, 1942 

7 page script, broadcast January 16, 1942 

.. 2 page script, broadcast January 17, 1942 . ; 

1 page script, broadcast January 17, >1942 1 •'• 

1 page script, broadcast January 18, 1942; 

'.. ; c/ 1 page script, broadcast January 19, 1942 .• 

' U 1 page script, broadcast ; January 20, 1942 
5 1 page script, broadcast January 21, 1942 y 
i page script, broadcast January 21, 1942 
.p 1_ page - script,, broadcast December .9, 1941 
• 3 page script, broadcast Decauber lO,i'1941 
1 page 'script, broadcast December 12, '1941 
1 .page script, broadcast Decenber • 12, ..1941 
7. page script, broadcast January SO/'.ji'^' ” 






. Xv, :b, 7 page script, broadcast January 29, '1942& . ; ,, .• 

6 page script, broadcast February 3, '1942 I ' V- 


\ y; \pS-b ] 

• ‘ ‘*6 page script , : broadc as t Maijch 2, 1942 / /a 

script, -broadcast March 3, 1942 -v^. ’7 '/ 7 

' ‘2 ‘.page script, broadcast March 5,' 1942 4 ^ V! 

77-7a l.page script, .'broadcast March 6,; 1942 

. v- * ‘ 1 page script, -broadcast March 8, '1942 . 

■ ; ’ -y- . V- j: 1 page script, broadcast March 14, 1942 i- 

■ ' \ ib.b' bfv - H rr < j . VvrTiQ An Q c;4-. "Mo v* ^ W *1 n IQ/.O v - ‘ J ■-/ . 




<\ '•>' -bf’ 2ipage. script, 'broadcast March 31, 1942 MCQ ££? 

6 pagqi- script, "broadcast April 16, 1942 % /4 V 

' ‘ ■/ < ?:• 1; 7 page script, broadcast ' April 23, 1942 . ' V : ' 

A '-7 6 page script, broadcast April 30,1942 

\-‘V 2 page script, dated March 7, and March 8, .1942, but date of 

; transmission not indicated#.; . ;. -:. v- - 'f ~ 

• -b' d . Apparent 8th page, on thin white paper, ending l, E.P. speaking. 
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BlHBCfOR, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


June 19, 1946 


TGM 0. CLARK, Assistant Attorney General 

EZRA POUHDi 
TRKASOJf. 

* ' * * * 


TQC:ESLttae N 
149«¥«S6 1 ft& 



Reference is made to our previous correspondence relative 
to the above-named subject, who le under Indictment for treason because 
of his broadcasting activities over the Italian radio. 


there is attached hereto, for whatever assistance it may be In 
your investigation, a chronology of radio broadcasts by the subject aa 
disclosed by certain documentary sate rial you have furnished to the 
Criminal Division, the letter "a" after each number designates the orig- 
inal manuscript, *b* the transcription by Shinda, end "c* the Request for 
Payment covering the particular broadcast. 


Enclosure 
Ho. 73626. 
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CC: Records ^ 

Miss Healy 

Mr. Lazovska — 2263 

Mr. Elliff 

FBI 



Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

torn C* Clark, Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division 
DR* EZRA POUDDJ 
TREASON. 


June 29, 1945 


TCCiDBAllr 


146-7-3672 


Reference is made to your memorandum to the Criminal 

Division in the above-entitled matter dated dune 26, 1945* 

/ 

By memorandum dated done 2, 1945# w» requested# among \ 
other things# that an effort be made to locate two witnesses to 
at least one overt act of treason committed by Pound and if possible 
to secure two witnesses to several such overt aota* If this part of 
the investigation has not yst been completed# we would urge that it 
be done at the earliest possible time so that action in this case 
will not be delayed* It is suggested that if difficulty is being 
experienced in locating two witnesses to one or more overt acts of 
treason# that Pound may bo able and willing to furnish the names of 
persons who were present at various times when he either made broad- 
casts or recordings for broadcasting# if he has not already been in- 
terviewed in this regard* 

We are considering the advisability of the immediate return 
of Pound to the Baited States and upon receipt of the above requested 
information, relative to two witnesses to an overt aot, we will advise 
you as to our decision* 


i 


CC: Records 

Miss Healy 
Mr* Anders oh£ 
Mr. Elliff 7 
























Office NLemorandum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


The Files 

Samuel C. Ely 

Bara. Pound; 
Treason* 



DATE: August. 7,. 194:5 
SCE : lr 
146-7-3672 



The writer contacted Colonel Abe McGregor Goff, Judge 
Advocate General’s Office, War Department, by telephone on July 24, 
1945, for the purpose of ascertaining whether any report had been 
received relative to Pound’s psychiatric exa m ination in accordance 
with my telephonic request of July 2, 1945. Colonel Goff advised 
that no information had been received although, he had requested the 
same by letter within a day or two after July 2nd, and that he would 
renew the request* 

The writer telephonically contacted Colonel Goff today 
concerning . this matter. He stated that the subsequent request had 
not yet been made, but that it would be sent out immediately by radio. 
He will advise me as soon as a reply is received. 


STAND^ma FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government ■ 



TO J Mr. miff 

from j J. M, Mclnerney 

subject: g 2ra p oun ^ _ Treason 


DATE: August 9, 1945 
JMMcIsrh 

146-7-5672 , j.v 


Mr, Archibald MacLeish called me yesterday and said that he 
iceived an inquiry from T. S. Eliot, the American ooet. who 


had received an inquiry from T. S, Eliot, the American poet, who 
is now residing in England, about arranging American counsel for 
Pound, I advised Mr. MacLeish of the present status of the case 
and he asked if he night Bubmit to me for my comments a proposed 
reply to Eliot. I told him that I would be pleased to look at the 
letter before he sent it. 


to 






August 10, 1945 





! 4 



Honorable Archibald MacLeish, 

Assistant Secretary of State. 



Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am returning the draft of the letter you 
propose to send to T. S. Eliot. I do not believe there 
is any objection to the statements contained in your 
letter, but X would suggest that the information con- 
cerning the psychiatric examination of Pound be furnished 
to Mr. Eliot on a confidential basis. 


With respect to Pound's present location, be 
may b© reached by mail at the Disciplinary Training Center, 
Caserta, Italy, 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


JAMES M. McINERNEX, 

First Assistant, Criminal Division. 




Attachment. 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum * united states government 


date: September -21, 194 

to i Mr. Caudle JMMcIsrh 

v( v, , 146-7-5672 

from J» M. Mclnerney 

subject: Ezra Pound case /£ . 

I called Mr. Isaiah. Matlack in New 
York on September 19, 1945, to see whether he 
would accept the trial assignment in the Ezra 
Pound case, and he agreed to do so. 

Mr. Matlack stated that he would not 
wish to have this assignment prejudice the re- 
tention of his position as head of the War Frauds 
Unit in New York City. I told Mm that as far as 
I was concerned, it would not have this result. 


+£*-y 

^ tuoju&V fi 

/4 ujl AA , -y 
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October 11, 1945 


Archibald MacLeish, Esq. 
Conway, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. MacLeish: 



a lette-r hVTq y 4 OUr u let n er of October 8 > 1945, enclosing 
tto PoSdlaS. ” ^ ?> 1%5 ' fr °“ Mr - mot concerning 


nam . . I sh ^ LL 5 s ** let y° u when counsel is 

named for Mr. Pound. As far as I know, no one is representing 
ham at the present tine and there is no indication that he will 
be represented by counsel prior to his return for trial. 


Mr. Eliot's letter is being Returned to you herewith. 
With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


JAMES M. HcBiERHEI, 

First Assistant, Criminal Division. 


\j 

V j 


Attachment. 
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Conway, Massachusetts 
October 8, 1945 


r> 7'"’ Z** ' "s ^ ivT 

i ? :< ». • 3 -A ; s --*‘ 


uu i" - I) 1945 

\ * 1 1 ; < >. r \ i — . ■ -M \i < o i j 1 '.] 

Dear Mr-. Mclnerney: 

You will recap, our conversations about Eliot's 
inquiry into the Pound matter. You may also recall the 
letter to Eliot which I showed you. I have now received the 
attached cominumication from Eliot. I should very much appre- 
ciate it if you would let me know if and when counsel for 
Pound in America is chosen. And would you be good enough 
to return Eliot's letter to me when you are finished with 


Faithfully yours, 

Archibald MacLeish 

Enclosure 




Mr. James M. Mclnerney 
Room 2107 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


\ J oqt* 17 1945 


cto 




F 



COMMISSION ON THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

70 EAST 45th STREET (GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL BUILDING) 
NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK 
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October 20, 1945 


Dear Mr. Mclnerney: 

1 am afraid I am a good deal of a pest 
about the Pound business. This is only to say that 
I am grateful to you for your letter of the 17th. 

I will try not to bother you any more than I have to. 

Faithfully yours, - 

Archibald MacLeish 


yjo 


Mr. Jeuaes M. Mclnerney 

Gri minal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C, 
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STANDARD form NO, 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


: The File 


FROM 


: Sam G. Ely 


SUBJECT: DR. EZRA POUND 
TREASON 


date: November 5> 1945 
SCE:vng 
146-7-3672 

. 


The 'writer contacted Brigadier General John M. Weir, War Grimes,^ 
Office, Judge Advocate General's office. War Department, by telephone * 
today and advised him that we had requested the State Department to 
bring several Italian citizens to the United States as prospective 
witnesses in the above case, and that we had been notified that these 
witnesses would leave Italy today. I advised General Weir that we 
would desire the War Department to bring Pound to the United States 
in the near future. In view of recent information received from the 
F.B.I. to the effect that the United • States Army intended to release 
Pound from custody unless it received immediate instructions to the 
contrary, I asked General Weir to notify the proper authorities in 
Italy of our intended action in order that Pound would be held in 
custody. 

General Weir stated that he would furnish this information to" 
the army authorities in Rome and that he would "alert" the A.T.C. 
in order that it might be prepared to bring Pound- to the United 
States and land him at Bolling Field in the District of Columbia 
within a short time after we advise him of the date Pound is desired 
here. General Weir stated further that., he would ascertain from the 
A.T.G. the time and place the several witnesses would arrive in the 
United States and that he would furnish this information to me., i; 







November 7, 1945. 


JULfEN CORNELL 

ATTO R N EY 
IS WILLIAM STREET 
NEW YORK 5 , N. Y 


Hon. Tom C. ' Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


D » S. v. Ezra Pound 


I have been asked by Ezra Pound T s wife, 
through a mutual friend, to confer with Mr. Pound 
^^g&rding an indictment for treason pending against 
him. in today’s newspapers appears a statement that 
Mr. Pound will he brought to Washington next week. 

In ohe hope that I may be able to see Mr. Pound 
as soon as possible after his arrival In Washington, I 
am writing to you- in advance to ask whether such a con- 
ference can be arranged. 

Very truly yours, 


. .. L- w.U'/O''' 


jc.cw 



_ T>T - 
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/tfcGr&nery, The Assistant to the Attorney November 14, 1945 

*' General DBA: vng 

T heron 1. G&uelle, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 146-7-3672 

Division 

liara Pound - Treason - eP 

.. 

c; 

Afl you kiiow, investigation discloses possible violation of the Treason Statute 
by Ezra. Pound in connection with his broadcasting iron Romo, Italy, for the Italian 
Government during the «ar. It appears advisable to present the matter to the Fraud 
jury in the District of Columbia immediately, T " : 

X reaomtnend, therefore, that letters of appointment be issued to Isaiah, ilatlack, 
Sasoel 0. Ely and Donald B. Anderson of the Criminal Division as Special Assistants, 
authorizing th&m to present the case. The appointment of special counsel is agreeable 
•no uhe Uni bod States Attorney. 


CC: Chron. 

Kor.onl!) ^ 
Arulornon 



•=» 4 NO. 64 


Office IVLemon Svdum 



The Files 


from : Samuel C . Ely 
SUBJECT: EZRA. POUND — TREASON 


UNITED SMjJES GOVERNMENT 

date: November 15, 1945 
SCE: vng 

146-7-3672 


On November 14, 1945, the writer telephonically contacted Colonel 
Richter, War Grimes Office, J udge Advocate General 1 s Office, War Department 
(Extension 76277) , and requested that the necessary steps be taken for the 
return of Ezra Pound to the United States. I advised Colonel Richter that 
we desired that Pound arrive here on November 19th, if possible, and that 
it was necessary that he should land at Bolling Field in the District of 
Columbia without prior landing elsewhere in the United States for the 
purpose of establishing venue in the District of Columbia. 



Colonel Richter advised that he would attend to this request, 
and -it was arranged that a formal written request would be transmitted to 
the Secretary of War. Colonel Richter today advised me by telephone that 
the request had been sent to the army authorities in Rome, Italy, but that 
he had been advised by the Army Transport Command that its regular route 
from Rome, Italy, is to LaGuardia Field and to the National Airport, and 
that this route could not bp altered without a directive to that effect 
to the Secretary of Tfar. 

The formal request for Pound 1 s return was thereupon delivered 
personally to Secpetaryiof .War Patterson by Mr. Matlack and myself this 
morning. The matter was discussed with the Secretary and General T. H. 
Green, Judge Advocate General, 1 ^-Office, who was also present at the 
conference.. The Secretary stated that he would;, issue the necessary 
directive-; and that we could be assured that Pound would be landed at - 
Bolling Field in the District of Columbia without prior landing elsewhere 
in the United States. ■ ' 



■- , I: later received a telephone call from General Green advising 
that he; had notified the authorities in Italy that Pound should leave there 
on November 17th; that he should arrive here in the afternoon or evening of 
November 19th, and .that the necessary directive had- been forwarded to the 
A.T.C. giving it authority to bring Pound directly to Bolling Field. 





JULIES CORNELL, ESQUIRE in 
16 WILLIAM STREET 'q 
NEW YORK 5, NEW YORK .... . v 

5 


EZRA POUND IS NOW BEING HELD IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JAIL. -S 

Us 

THERON L. CAUDLE, ^ 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 






FROM m. W. E. Foley 
TO: Mr»sw59ajPty 


This would seam to settle the 
matter* I assume Overholser's word 
is final in the matter* Quaere, though, 
whether he might not have said the 
same about Best, or sane of the others* 




0ARD FORM NO. 64 

Office JSAfiWOT dflduifl • united states government 


TO : Armando Di Girolamo, Records Administration 

— ^ . Officer, Division of Records 

from jv ^illiam E. Foley, Chief, Internal Security 
4^' Section, Criminal Division 
SUBJECT: Dr. Ezra Pound. 


date: February 11, 1949 


WEF: am 


The attached material was located in- a file cabinet 
in the War Frauds Section of the Criminal Division. It is 
requested that it be incorporated in the appropriate portion 
of" the Ezra Pound file. 


Enclosure No. 437640- 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


./Warren Clney, III, Assistant Attorney General 
^•/Criminal Division 
/: Daniel M. Lyons, Pardon Attorney 

UBJECT: Ezra Pound 


DATE: June 23, 1S5C 


Attached hereto is a letter written to the President about 
Ezra Pound. 

I understand that Pound Is not confined as a result of 
conviction and sentence and that his release, if authorised, could 
•"be accomplished otherwise than "by Executive clemency. The letter is-, 
therefore, referred to you for appropriate attention. 

D. 1-1. L. 
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11 , 6 - 7-3672 ,r> - ■’ . 

Typed 2/8/5U 


February 10 1954 




Mr. John Edwards 
University of California 
Department of English 

l^erkeley h, California '• j 

i‘ * .. i- 

Dear Mr. Edwards: ‘ f ; a •= o 

_ ! ■ * £ v./vy Mv- 

Reference is made to your letter of January 25, 155 h, in ~ 
which you requested specific information concerning Ezra Pound for 
publication in the Pound Newsletter. 

Ezra Pound was first indicted in the District of Columbia 
on July 26, 19U3, for treason. At the conclusion of 'Ho rid War XI 
he was returned to the United States from Italy in custody, and on 
November 2 6, 19U5 , a superseding indictment was returned against 
him. In accordance with your request,; I am enclosing a copy of the 
latter indictment. Both of the treason indictments were based upon 
Mr. .Pound’ 8 activities as a radio propagandist for tbs Italian 
Government during the war. 

At the time of Mr. Pound’s arraignment on November 27, 19U5, 
on the treason charge, his attorney filed a motion stating that he 
considered Mr. Pound to be of unsound mind and asking that Hr. Pound 
be admitted to bail in order that he might obtain proper medical 
treatment, or, if the bail was denied, that he be removed from 
imprisonment in a penal institution and placed in the custody of one 
or more physicians in a civilian hospital or sanatorium operated 
by the United States or by the District of Columbia. Fiircuant to 
this motion, the court continued the, hearing as to the granting of , 
bail and entered an crder directing that Hr. Pound be transferred 
to a hospital for exaaination end observation by psychiatrists. In 
a joint report to the court dated December Hi, 151 j 5, the four 
psychiatrists who had. conducted, the examination 3tated that Ezra 
Pound was insane and mentally unfit for trial and in need of care 
in a mental hospital. Thereafter, at a hearing on the original 
motion for bail, the court denied the application for bail and 
ordered that, in accordance with the recommendation of the examining; 
physicians, Kr. Pound be 3ent to St. Elizabeths Hospital for 
treatment and examination. Subsequently, upon motion of the governs ; 
sent, a formal sanity hearing was. held, and Hr. Pound was adjudged 
by' the court and jury to be of unsound mind and unfit for trial. 

He was then committed by the court to St. Elizabeths Hospital, where 
he Is presently confined*. - 


Records 
Kps . Green 
Phrono 




Since the death penalty may he imposed .upon conviction for 
treason, there is no statute of limitations. 

In answer to your question as to whether it is legally possible., 
for the President to act to set aside or quash an indictment of .this 
kind, you are advised that although the President is empowered by 
the Constitution to grant reprieves and -pardons for offenses against, 
the United States, the power to dismiss an indictment lies in the 
sound discretion of the court in which the indictment was re tinned. 

yith respect to your inquiry as to whether presidential clemency 
is possible without prior conviction, in view of the fact that the 
purpose of executive clemency is to reduce or remit a sentence • . 

already imposed, you will appreciate that there would be no ground 
for. the granting of executive clemency in a case where an individual 
is not confined as the result of conviction and sentence . 

Concerning your request to be advised whether this Department 
is planning further examinations of Hr t Pound* s,.mental condition with 
a. view to future prosecutioii of the case, your attention is directed 
to Section 211b of Title; 2U> Hnited States Code, which prescribes the 
•procedure in cases of this kind arid provides that ?n5hen any person 
confined in St. Elizabeths Hospital charged with crime ahd subject to 
be tried therefor, or convicted of crime and undergoing sentence 
therefor, shall be restored to sanity, the superintendent of the 
hospital shall give notice thereof to . the judge of the c riminal. court , 
and deliver him to. the court :ih Obedience to the proper precept.", . 
The- treason indictment of November '19U? is still outstanding/ and if, 
at any time in the future, Kr.Pound should be -declared to be legally 
sane, he would be subject to trial under that indictment. 


;■ t WARREN OLNEX III V. 
Assistant Attorney General 


Byt , -v . v' v ; 

' WILLIAM E, FOLEY, Chief 
. , Internal > Security Section 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 


25 °anuary 19$k 


Dear Mr Olney: 


As editor of the Pound Newsl etter , which we are publishing from 
Berkeley, I have been asked by a reader in Europe for information 
concerning the full legal status of Mr Pound. 

May I request of you an answer that I could publish in the Newsletter 
to this question, with particular reference to these sub-questions: 

1. is a copy of the indictment available? 

2. what is the legal history of Mr Pound's indictment, capture, 
trial hearing, and commitment to St. Elizabeth's Hospital? 

3. is there a statute of limitations when treason is the charge? 

, .4,-., is it legally possible for the President to act to set aside or 
quash an indictment of this kind? 

is Presidential clemency possible without prior conviction, as in 
this case? 

6. is the Department of Justice planning further examinations of Mr 
Pound's mental condition with a view toward future prosecution of the case? 

7 . is there anything else you might add that would cllrify the legal 
picture? 

I regret asking you to go to all this trouble, but such a statement 
would be very much appreciated by many people and would do much to set things 
into a useful perspective. 


Mr Warren Olney, III 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 







Sincerely yours, 


0 Cv- — 

John Edwards 
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Mr ferren Olnsy, m 
Department of J u stice 
Washington, D.C. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


/ 


EPARTM ENT OF ENGLISH 
ERKEl.EY 4, CALIFORNIA 


17 February 


Mr William S. Foley, Chief 
Internal Security Section 
Department of Just ice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr Foley: 



Thank you frevj much for your excellent and full report on 
the legal situation of Ezra Pound.. 

By publishing your letter in the Pound Newsletter, we will 
do much, I am sure, to clear the air of the many misunderstandings that 
have arisen concerning this problem. Well-meaning, but uninformed 
admirers of Pound have too easily and too often seen fit to overlook 
the complexities of this case and so to confuse the issues with false 
assumptions . 

Your explanation will do much to alleviate this state of 
doubt and confusion, and for it, again, my thanks. 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edwards 

Editor, The Pound Newsletter 
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Typed 6/8/5U ; \^ C 


June 8,1954. 




Mr. SamH. Linch, ' • \ 

United States Inforsaation Service \ ' 

Department of 3 tate \-a’t *a ■\&\***** > 

1778 Pennsylvania Avenue, K.W. \ 

Rom 803 ' 

tasking ton, £>. C. ''' 

Dear Mr. Linch* 

Pursuant to your telephone conversation yesterday with 
Mrs. Dorothy Filling Green of this Division, the following inf oraation 
concerning the legal proceedings in the treason case against Ezra 
Pcfund is furnished for your assistance and for such use as your rep- 
resentatives in Italy may deem desirable. 

Esra Pound was first indicted in the District of Columbia on 
July 26, 1^!*3, for treason. At the conclusion of World War II he 
was returned to the United States from Italy in custody, and on 
November 26, 15 US, a superseding indictment was returned against him 
in the District of Columbia charging violation of the treason statute, 
Section 1, title 18, United States Code ( 15k0 Edition) , now Sec- 
tion 2331^ Title 18, United States Code, In accordance with your 
request^ I am enclosing two copies of the latter indictment. As 
you will note, both of the treason indictments were based upon 
Hr. Pound* s activities ha a radio propagandist for the Italian. Gov- 
ernment during the war. ) 

At the time of Hr. Pound's arraignment on November 27 > 15U5, 
on the treason charge, his attorney filed a motion stating that he 
considered Hr. Pound to be of ttpsound mind and asking that Mr. Pound 
be admitted to bail in order tbit he night obtain proper medical . 
treateeat, or, if the bail was denied, that ho be removed from 
ln^sxisoment in a penal institution and placed in the custody of 
one or more physicians in a civilian hospital or sanatorium operated 
by the United States or by the District of Columbia. Pursuant to 
this motion, the court continued the hearing as to the granting of 
bail and entered an order directing that Hr* Pound be transferred 
to a hospital for examination and observation by psychiatrists. In 
a Joint report to the court dated December Ik, 19h$, a copy of which 
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is enclosed, the four psychiatrists who had conducted the examination, 
stated that Eara Pound was insane and mentally unfit for trial and . • 
in need of care in a mental hospital. Haeroaftor, at a hearing on 
the original motion for bail*, the court denied the application for bail 
and ordered that* in accordance with the recommendation of the examin- 
ing physicians* Hr* Pound be sent to St. Elisabeths Hospital for 
treatment and examination. Subsequently, upon motion of the govern- 
ment, a formal sanity hearing was held and Mr* Pound was adjudged 
by a jury to be of .unsound mind and unfit for trial* He was then 
committed by the court to St. Elizabeths Hospital, where he is pres- 
ently confined. 

It may be of further interest to you In connection with this 
oase that Section 2Hb of Yitle 2U, United States Code, provides that 
M l«hen any person confined to St. Elisabeths Hospital charged With 
crime and subject to be tried therefor, or convicted of crime and 
undergoing sentence therefor, shall be restored to sanity, the super- 
intendent of the hospital shall give notice to the judge of the -- 
criminal court, and deliver him to the court in obedience to the 
proper precept. 11 : / 

The treason indictment of November 12Uf> is still outstanding, 
and if, at any time in the future, Mr. Pound should be declared to 
be legally sane, he would be subject to trial under that indictment. 

Sincerely, 

WARHEN OI23EY III 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


HUjLTAH E. FOLEY, Chief ■■ 
Internal Security Section 
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Mr. Sam H. Linch ^ 

United States Information Agency 
1778 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Room 803 

Washington, D. C. 


| F 1 1. E D 

BY 

j qb JUL ;19 1954 


Dear Mr. Linch: 



Reference is made to your recent telephone call to Mrs. 
Dorothy F. Green of this Division, in which you inquired whether 
there has been any further legal adjudication as to the sanity of 
Ezra Pound since his commitment to St. Elizabeths Hospital. 


This Department is net aware of any further legal deter- 
mination which has been made concerning Mr. Pound’s sanity since he 
was adjudged to be of unsound mind and incapable of standing trial 
after a sanity hearing in the United States District Court for the 
District' of Columbia on February 13, 19^6. However, as of possible 
interest and assistance to you in this connection, I am enclosing 
two copies of a motion for bail, seeking to have Mr. Pound released 
from St. Elizabeths Hospital and placed in the custody of a private 
physician approved by the court, which was filed on Mr. Pound' s 
behalf on December 2, 191:6, and which sets forth in Paragraph 6 
information furnished to Mb. Pound’ s attorney by the Superintendent 
of St. Elizabeths Hospital concerning Mr. Pound's mental condition 
at that time. ■ . ./ 


Section '4llb of Title 2lt, United States Code, provides 
that "When a person confined to St. Elizabeths Hospital charged 
With crime and subject to. be tried therefor, or convicted of crime 
and undergoing sentence therefor, shall be restored to sanity, the 
superintendent of the hospital shall give notice to the judge of the 
criminal court, and deliver him to the court in obedience to the 
proper precept.” Since the statute by its terms makes it incumbent 
upon the superintendent to notify the court when Mr. Pound has been 
restored to sanity and since such notice has not been given,, it must 
be concluded that Mr. Pound has not been restored to sanity. 


Sincerely, 


X, 


' X 
X 


s: 
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WARREN OLSEI III 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
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WILLIAM S. FOLEY, Chief 
Internal Security Section -jSSr" 
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June 30, 19^4 


Chief, Criminal Division 
Department: of Justice 
Wash ing ton , D . C . 

UNITED STATES AGAINST EZRA POUND 



Dear Sir: 

I am attorney for Ezra Pound and defended him against an 
indictment for treason which you prosecuted in the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the District of 
Columbia in 1946 (criminal number 76028), He was examined 
by a panel of distinguished psychiatrists who found him 
to be incurably insane and this finding was confirmed by 
a Jury trial , held in February 1946® He was then ordered 
confined at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital where he has since- 
remained* The matter was handled at. the time by Isaah 
Matlack and Donald Anderson for your department® 


I have visited Mr® Pound on several occasions since then 
and also have discussed his condition with Dr. Overholser, 
Head of St c Elizabeth’s Hospital, who is of the opinion 
that there is no possibility of his ever recovering his 
sanity and it will, therefore, never he possible to' try him. 


As you may know, there has been considerable interest in 
the literary world in Mr. Pound and his ’writings and he 
appears to have a place in the history of literature 
which may he of some importance regardless of his unfortunate 
political activities. By reason of bis position in the 
literary world,.- it appears desirable that the history of 
the treason episode should be eventually compiled and 
published, I have been urged by a number of Mr. Pound’s 
friends and also by literary peop»le to make available the 
facts concerning his alleged treasonable activities and 
particularly the. texts of the broadcasts which he made over 
the Rome radio during the war. 


As a substantial period of time has elapsed since his 
confinement at St, Elizabeth's and there is no change in 
his {condition which would indicate the possibility of a 
trial-, I should now like to obtain frcm you if agreeable 
to ybu /tfae texts of Mr® Pound’s broadcasts which are in 


Chief, Criminal Division 


June 30 > 19^4 


I hope that you will have no objection to allowing me 
access to this material since it appears that it will 
never he needed for purposes of prosecution and also 
since the material is already public property in the 
sense that it was broadcast over the radio and monitored 
both here and in England, 

At the time of Mr, Pound's trial, I was told by the Chief 
of the Criminal Qvision of your department that there 
would be no objection to my having the texts of these 
broadcasts and that they would be furnished to me in due 
time. However, when it appeared that Mr, Pound was insane, 
the matter x^as dropped, I was told at that time that you 
had complete transcripts in your files, I should appreciate 
it if you could now let me see these or if you have extra 
copies let me borrow them. 

This information is also in the possession of the British 
Broadsasting Corporation but their transcripts of monitored 
broadcasts are so voluminous that it would be a very large 
task to search out the individual broadcasts by Mr. Pound, 
which covered a long period of time. A s the material 
has all been collected in one place in your files, I hope 
that you may he willing to let me have it. 

I assure you. that this will be used for no purpose except 
the publication of /purely factual record of the circum- 
stances surrounding Mr, Pound's wartime activities and his 
insanity. I am sure that there will be nothing in the 
book which I propose to write which would in any ’way 
embarrass or offend the government as I intend to make 
it a simple factual account ’without any expression of 
opinion on my part , I should be glad to submit the text 
of the book to you in advance of publication if you wish. 

If you have any hesitancy about granting this request, I 
should be glad to come to Washington to discuss it with 
you. 


Sincerely yours 
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<?ulien Cornell, Esqulr 
Contra! Valley, Haw York 



P,o'gust2: 1954 



0 *m 6 ' 95 ^ 



Ret United States ?« Sara Round 
Bear Hr. Cornel!* 

Reference Is made to your letter of June 30* 195U* addressed to 
the Chief of the Criminal Division, of this Department, in which you 
requested the texts of Mr. Pound’s broadcasts for your use in preparing 
a book concerning Mr. Pound*. /// •/>/■•;• 

Pursuant to the transfer/ Of ; security functions from the Criminal 
Division to the recently created Internal Security Division, this matter 
is now being handled by this Division* 

While I appreciate the c<aiSiderationS which prompted your request / 
and while note has been taken ,df y<mr -statement that Dr. Overholser, the 
• Superintendent of St* Elisabeths Hospital* has expressed the opinion " ‘ 
that there is no possibility^ Hri Pound will ever recover his sanity 


and be able to euamr/uriax* 
the material in which you 
treas on indictment 
Columbia, 

the case. 


istnot possible to furnish 
... Since there is still a 
• Pound in the District of 

any material from its 
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:;^^berely>:/V.. _ 

' /tftUlAK F. T0HPKIHS 
. Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


By* 

/ "THCKAS K. HALL, Chief 
Subversive.': Activities Section 
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Editor 

Time Magazine 




Time and Life Building 

9 Rockefeller Plaza •• 

New York 20, New York 

Bear Sir: 

In your issue dated September 13, on page llii, 

you state that poet Ezra Pound, now confined as a mental in- 
competent, ’’was charged with wartime sedition in 19 b 5 ." 

This assertion is not entirely accurate. Poet Pound 
has. never formally been charged with sedition. However, on 
July 26, 19U3, be was indicted in the District of Columbia for 
the offense of treason. Hr. Pound then was an expatriate Ameri- 
can, living in Italy and making propaganda broadcasts to the 
'United States over the Italian short wave radio. After the ces- 
sation of active hostilites in Europe, Fr . Pound was returned 
to the United States in custody, and was reindicted in the 
District of Columbia on November ‘-26, 19 ) 4 . 5 , for the same offense. 

Each of these two indictments alleged, in substance, that in mak- 
ing his wartime broadcasts JMr. Pound adhered to enemies of the 
United States, giving them' aid ana comfort. • 

Mr. Pound was arraigned in the. United States Dist^ipt'-‘ : ‘ 
Court in Washington, D. C., on November 27, 19^5- On this o.c- . 
c as ion his attorney file d-.- a motion stating that he, considered^ .. si. • 
Fr. Pound to be of ' unsound mind : and asking that Mr. Pound '•'be : • • 

afforded an opportunity to receive medical treatment. Pursuant: 
to this motion, . Mr. • Pound, by court order, was ..transferred. 
jpil to a hospital for examination and observation by psychiatrists. 
•Subsequently the four psychiatrists who conducted this examination’ 
report to the court that' Pit. Pound was insane, mentally 'unfit for 
trial and in need of. care in n mental hospital. , Thereafter a formal 
sanity hearing was held .and Mr. Pound was adjudged by a jury to be 
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INTERNAL SECURITY DIVISION 

Date q,].uE1j 

From MR . . E . FOLEY 

To : Mrs. Green 

1 feel a letter from Mr. Tompkins is in order •- 
a letter in rather strong terms pointing out 
that the Department is subjected to criticism 
for its failure to bring to trial a man who can 
write and publish and still not be brought to 
justice . 


WF 




INTERNAL SECURITY DIVISION 

Date _q*u=514 

From MR . W . E . FOLEY 
To : Mrs . Green 

I feel a letter from Mr. Tompkins is in order - 
a letter in rather strong terms pointing out 
that the Department is subjected to criticism 
for its failure to bring to trial a man who can 
write and publish and still not be brought to 
justice. 

W 
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Mr . Foley : 

'• Pe F our conversation. I have marked in the 
attached file for your information Dr. Overholser's 
previous letter and my summary memorandum concerning 
the Pound case. 

DFG 


ht 


C, 


Messrs. Reilly; Alderman and Hall 
Please see Mr. Foley's 
note attached to the records 
copy of this letter . 

DFG 
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Dr* Winfred Over hols er «. 
1 Superintendent 

St • Elizabeth’s Hospital 
Washington, D. C* 

5 Dear Dr. Overholser: 



Reference is made to your letter of November 23, 19U8, 
in which yon advised, in response to an inquiry from this Department, 
that Ezra Pound, who is under indictment in the District of Columbia 
for treason, was not mentally competent to stand trial when he was 
admitted to St* Elizabeths Hospital, that he was not mentally competent 
to .stand trial at the time of your letter, and that in your opinion 
it was highly, unlikely that there would be any substantial improvement 
in his condition* 

It has now come to ray attention through the press that there 
has recently been published a volume; of poetry entitled “The Classic 
Anthology Defined by Confucius 0 , translated by Ezra Pound, which was 
enthusiastically received by the Critics. 

• .;/ r You will appreciate that : this Department would be derelict in 
discharge of its duties if it- ; fa^ to bring to trial on such a 
serious charge a man who Seemingly is mentally capable of translating 
: and publishing poetry but allegedly ! is not mentally capable of being 
brought, to justice* I shall , therefore, appreciate having the benefit 
of your opinion as to whether Mr. Pound has regained his sanity and is 
now capable of standing trial on the charge pending against ham* 

• Sincerely, 


GC ; Records^ 

' Mis . Green 
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' WILLIAM P. TOMPKINS 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 
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DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Holding A Criminal Court 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) 

) 


versus 
EZRA POUND 


) Criminal No. 76028 
) 


Washington, D.O., 
Court House, 
January 31, 1947. 

BEARING ON MOTION FOR BAIL 


Subject to notice, further hearing on motion for bail 
in the above-entitled cause eame on before His Honor, Chief 
Justiee Bolitha J. Laws, at Ten o'clock a.m., January 31, 
1947, at ta Court House, Washington, District of Columbia. 


APPEARANCES: 


JULIAN CORNELL, ESQ. , 

15 William Street, 

Nevr York, New York; 

Representing Petitioner. 

ISAIAH MATLACK and DONALD B 
ANDERSON, ESQS. , 

Special Assistants to the Attorney 
General, Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. ; 

Representing the United States. 


't 




(After hearing the testimony of Doctor Wilfred over- 
holzer, Superintendent of St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Wash- 
| ington, D.O., and argument of counsel, the Court found as 
j follows: ) 

| FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

j THE COURT (LAWS, 0. J, ); i think I can dispose of ths 

i < ' 

matter and make findings of fact wfcch I think will point 
up the matter. 

I find as a matter of law at the present time Ezra 
Pound is a person of unsound mind whse condition is no 
better than it was as of the time of the finding by a jury 
of this court) that he was a person of unsound mind and 
j not a proper person to be tried upon the indictment against 
■ ! . him. 

Further I find that he is in need of institutional 
care, and that he can be adequately cared for at St. Eliza- 
j beth *s Hospital. 

i 

- >. . 

I find that he would derive mental benefit if he were 
not confined to Howard Hall with others who are of a violent 
nature who are charged with crime and who might be a menace 
to him. 

My conclusions of law are also that this Court is not 
authorized; to admit defendant to bail or order him committed 
to any other institution or custody than that of St. Eliza- 
beths Hospital. 

■t 


3 


Furthermore, I find as a matter of lan that this 
Court is not authorized to direct or interfere in any ■; 
manner with the administration of St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
with regard to the place of confinement of defendant. 

Those are the formal findings of fact and conclusions 
of law. 

I understand that the Department of Justice, through 
its legally constituted representatives has given its con- 
sent to the removal of defendant from Howard Hall, in the 
exercise of the sound judgment of the Superintendent of 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Doctor Overholzer, giving that 
eonsent in the interest of the welfare of the patient; and 
the Court is entirely willing to join in that informal 
consent. I do not feel that has any weight in law, but if 
it serves to relieve the Superintendent of any misgivings 

as to what he might wish to do, why then the Court's consent 
will be given. 

MR. CORHELL: X would like to exoept, but do. not intend 

to present it at this time. 

THE COURT: All right; you may save your exception. 


• if* 

V. 

* -• 
V 
















10 May 


James M. Mclnerney 
Room 2107 


You might be interested in attached 
interview with Bro. "Genius Pound. 


Ben Dulaney 









The Honorable 

The Secretary of War# 

Dear Mr* Secretary* 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 18, 
1%3> in which you ask to he ijtfofjj^ of the wishes of the 
Department of Justice relative to Dr. Sara mi, presently 
under indictment for treason, should he he taken into custody 
by oar troops in Italy* 

I wish to advise that the expediency and legality of 
possible method® by which Pound could be returned to the 
Salted States in the event of his apprehension are being given 
consideration, and that the views of tbs State Department are 
being obtained. 

When a decision is reached, you will be advised of our 
Wishes in this matter. 

With kind regards, 

* Sincerely yours, 


(signed) Francis Biddle 
Attorney General, 
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January 24* 1944* 

v 
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The Honorable 

Th© Secretary of Wear, 

Washington 25 * ©* C« 

Dear Mr. Secretary* 

Xou will recall that wo hare had previous correspondence 
relative to Dr. E$m Pound, who in presently under indictment for 
treason because of his broadcasting activities On behalf of the 
Italian Governments 

In the event that Dr. Pound is. taken Into custody by the 
military authorities, it la requested that he be thoroughly interro- 
gated concerning his radio broadcasting and other activities on 
behalf of the Italian (kwerbsmt. It is filed desired that an effort 
be made to locate and interview persons, particularly American citi- 
zens, having information regarding his acts of treason who sight be 
utilized as witnesses in the event of prosecution, and that the - 
orient and basis of their knowledge be determined. 

Upon receipt of such information by this Departnenti further 
consideration will be given to the advisability of effecting Dr* Found* e 
return to the United States. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, _ 

(Si-^Etod) Fr©2ieis Biddle 




i 
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- - r March 25, 1944* 
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Honorable Arthur Train, 

President, national Institute of >. 

Arts and letters, 

633 West 155th Street, 

Hew York, 8. Y. 

■Dear Mr* Trains 

In reply to your letter of March 20, 1944* concerning Sara 
Pound, who is presently under indictment for treason, I wish, to 
advise that the ©apartment of Justice has no information that would 
establish the fact that he has renounced his Halted States citizen- 
ship. 

bith kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

ft 

Attorney General, 
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The Attorney General 


6 November: 1945 f 7,7 

/ I J 7 ' • '• / ' 3 ' •" 

LAYboT On/ eZRA POUND Jl ? OR PRESS CONFERENCE 

' ' ;: 4 

Note to Mr-. 1 - 0-lark 

B r om-B e n -Dulaney 

Six fitnesses In Ezra Pound teeason case 

ln Washin Ston by air today 
or early tomorrow from Italy. 

These six men are all former employees o^ 

(blades 1 ?- Mini ? tr y of Popular Culture * 
broadcasting and general propaganda) 

will he rk* m °- e r /itnesses against Poind 
vvill be flown m later this week. 

They will testify before a district of 
Columbia grand jury in a few days ft 

be) <« ^ undoubtedly 

ill be) he will be flown directlv from, 
Rome to Washington and placed on tr b? 
for treason immediately. 1 

Prime reason for the re-indictment is foat 
iq 4 ^ 0r ,tf ln f 1 ladictrnenfc > returned in' July 

p^.: a ^ tt r^ r s^f c n2^r 

voSe ““TheseTt 7 ^ that S 

^-eue actually in SSblJf J^baflhe 


zxme or hxs broadcasts. They will be 
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govasiber 15, 194§ 


the Strata*-/ of Bfep 
B* G* 


!iy dear !?«* Saorotcryj 

iSsra Found, a» Assjesricaa, eifcljHsa, proscaatly under India tege&b la- 
th® district of Columbia for vdelstto® of tb® !?rseson Statist®' because 
of Mm bs^gdeastisi? activities frosi Eos® on behalf of tbs Itsliaa 
Goversseat, la presostly is the custody of ©«r Military Authorities 
at Gaoorta, Italy* 

It is plm3zgt& is again proaeat the facte la this case to & grand 
jury 1® the District of Coluabta within. the Immediate future, and it 
Is therefore desired that Found be returned to the Salted. States in 
Idic custody of the War Oepnrtaoat and that he arrive here if possible 
on Kove&ber 19, 1945* 

&$ yiu knew, Jurisdiotioa «r«p eris&es comitied outside the 
Gritted States is la the 01 a trio t in srhich the defendant is found or 
firgt to^ought* It Is therefore of the etgsoeb importance that Pound 
Is® brought directly to the District of Columbia sad that the airpleno 
la shlch he is returned should not lead la i&a Dei ted States prior 1© 
arrival at Boll. tag field* Should a. forced landtag elsewhere beoaa® 
necessary, custody over Pound should bo retained by military sutharl- 
tiea until hs can be released to official® of this Swpsrfe&oai in the 
District of OoXu&bia* It is desired to point out, %lao, that juris- 
diction over the gstiosal Airport is ^usstioivahla aad that under no 
cdxeuseimnees should the airplane bo landed there* 


With kind 


Sincerely, 


Attorney General . 


CC: Records 
Chron. 
Ely 
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lha Honorable 

?fea Secretary of War 

D* C. 


My dear Hr* Secretary* / 

_ - 
~ Robert H* Beat and Boo# as Chandler, fcaortcan 

oltlsana, were indicted In 1943 in the District of Cc^nnMja 
for violation of the Treason,' statute because of their 
b roa dc ast! ffg aotlwitioe on behalf of the Qe rcmo Botch* 

©say are presently in the custody of oar wrij&tasy aatJ>» 
oritLea at Gberureol, Genaaxy* 

It is planned to again present the facts la these 
c age s to a Grand Jtixy in the District of Golsoahia In the 
near future, sad it is desired that ©sat and Chandler be 
returned to the United States in ©Hilary fittatody «®d that 
thoy&rriva here on or about Hoveabar 4* 194&* 

As you tans, Jxirisdictica orer arises ©csssitted 
outside the Wnitod Staten is in the J&strtot in which the . 
defendant Is found or first bxrotght* It ' 3%. ; $faeref arc, of 
utmost ispartanco that Beet and Chandler be brought 
jt3y to the District of « a nd that the airpisno 

in which they are returned should not land in the United 
'^states prior to arrival at Bolling Bield* Should a forced 
landing elsoHhore bocose necessary, custody over those non 
should be retained by military imthorities until they can 
be released to officials of the Deportscent of Justice in 
the Dietrlct of Caltoahia* It la doored to point out, also, 
that juri edict! on over the Ifettcnal Airport Is quectlonablo 
and that under no elrcarastances should the airplans bo landed 
there* 

Too trill recall that Earn Pound tsas returned to 
the United states fees Italy in Kovwabor 1945 to face 

Prior to hla return, Samel C* Sly and 


cot 




Records — - 
Chron* 

Hr* Ely 
Hies Healy 


Isaiah Katlack of this Department conferred tilth you and 
Gomral ?. H* Qreen conoerning this cattar and yon issu/ad 
the mooESary directive by nhich the route of the Air 
Transport Command plans, tfcich would bring Pound to the 
United States, ms altered so that It would land at Bolling 
field t&tfaeut prior landing in the United States* 

Hth kind regards. 

Sincerely, 


Attorney General 
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V By EDD JOHNSOX; • : 

Copyright, 1H5, Philadelphia ' 
Record-Chicapo .Siinifr &L- 
GENOA, May 8— With millions 
of Italians and United Nations 
troops' in Italy celebrating the 
announcement of Germany's: sur- 
render, Ezra Pound, .one of the 
most, erudite - poets and'' scholars 
of dur times, talked today; about 
Confucius and kindred subjects.'-' 
I talked with. Pound,-' now 59, 
on the sixth floor of an 'office 
building overlooking the main 
square of war-battered Genoa; / 

■ Pound, a native of- the Uf ! Si, 
has been a self-styled expatriate 
in. Italy since 1908. He was tak- 
en into custody Saturday near; 
Genoa by American authorities 
on charges of treason. He was 
indicted on July. 26, 1943, because 
he was broadcasting anti-United 
States and pro-Fascist - propagan- 
da in an English-lahguage' pro- 
gram beamed to America over 
Benito Mussolini’s shortwave ra- 
dio station in Rome. „ ; 

Views Hitler as Martyr . 

Among the many things he said 
today were these: "'.V. ••• - 

Adolf Hitler was .a Jeanne 
d'Arc, a saint He was a martyr. 


Iff?! pl/77 Cl \^pi I i 

Like-, many martyrs, he held ex- ; 
treme’iyiews.' ; •>« , 

v ,>There is -no doubt which I pre- 
ferred between . Mussolini and ' 
Roosevelt In my radio -broad- : 
casts I, spoke in favor of the eco- 
nomic construction of Fascism. 1 
Mussolini was a very human, im- - 
perfect Character who/ lost his 1 
head. .• V 

j^iHWinston (Churchill) . believes ] 
inj/the ; maximum;, .of injustice en>, 
topped with the maximum of , 
brutality. : 

>. “Stalin is the best brain in ; 
polities today. Rut that does not , 
mean that . I have become a Bol- * 
shevik. 1 ; 

1 “I do not believe that I will 1 
be shot for treason. I rely on the 
American sense of justice," 

Far From Senile / 

Now, .all /this might sound. like 
gibberish, and it would he easy 
to write off .Pound' as a senile old 
sinner who' has gone off his rock- 
er. But Pound is definitely not 
senile. And if he is off his rocker, 
it does not. show in any . of the 
usual manifestations of nuttiness. 

Pound told 1 me That he received, 
300 lire eachforithe: scripts that; 
he wrote for other broadcasters/ 


and ,350 lire - Ipr those he y/rote 
arid voiced himself, ‘J. He ' made 
much of the point /that ' while :he 
said thefyFS. should' not he iff 
the war, the. never urged Ameri- 
can soldiers to lie down on their 
job once-they -got in the battle. ; 

In “Unfavorable Position” / 
I asked Pound if he really be- 
lieved either Presiderit Truman 
or Premier Stalin would be inter-: 
ested in seeing him. He replied: 
“One might say that I am .in 
an unfavorable position at', the 
present tim.e to be received at the 
White House. If I am not shot 
for treason, I think my chances 
of .seeing Truman are good." 

Pound's interest in Confucius 
is profound,' He believes that Hit- 
ler and Mussolini were successful 
in so far as they followed Con- 
fucius, and- that they failed be- 
cause they, did not follow him 
more closely. ' _ /: 
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U S. Agents Trail 11 
Americans in Europe 
Suspected of Treason 

Justice Department 
And Army Intelligence 
Gathering Evidence 

By th« Associated Pres* j I 

Attorney General Clark dis- 
closed today that Justice De- 
partment investigators in Eu- 
rope are on the trail of 22 Amer- 
icans suspected of wartime 
treason. 

Mr. Clark told a reporter he plans 
to send a special emissary to speed 
the collection of evidence against 
these suspects and six others already 
indicted for treason. 

Timothy A. Mclnerny, the depart- 
ment’s director of public informa- 
tion, will fly to Europe and make 
a survey of the investigations under 
way in Germany and other former 
Nazi-dominated countries.— 

Mr. Mclnerny, a former lieutenant 
colonel on Gen. Eisenhower’s staff, 
will work with Army intelligence. 

Swift Trials Promised. <| 

Mr. Clark said the Justice De- 
' partment ‘‘is determined . to bring 
every single American who played 
the Axis game swiftly to trial. No 
effort will be spared because we 
must show the world that we are 
not sloppy sentimentalists where 
the crime of high treason is con- 
cerned. 

“As soon as evidence has been 
obtained,” he added, “each of the 
suspects will be returned to the , 
District of Columbia to face a : 
United States tribunal.” 

Eight Americans, including the ! 
poet Ezra Pound, were indicted in ’ 
1943 in connection with alleged 
propaganda broadcasts. 

Four Held in Europe. 

Mr. Clark said four of these are , 
held by the Army in Europe — Ed- 
ward Delaney of Olney, 111.; Doug- 
las Chandler of Baltimore; Con- 
stance Drexel of Philadelphia and 
Robert H. Best of New York. Best 
was arrested by Army intelligence in 
Austria last week. 

' J'rejlerick Kaltenbach of Dubuque, 
Iowapis reported unofficially in the 
custody of the Russians, Mr, Clark 
said. He added that one of Mr. Mc- 
Inerny’s tasks will be to negotiate 
with' Russian occupation authori- 
ties in Germany for Kaltenbach’s \ 
release to the United States Army. ' 
Of the three others indicted, one . 
is dead, another is missing and 1 
Pound is in a Washington hospital. \ 
A Federal court ruled last week that j 
he is mentally unsound” and unable > 
to stand trial. . 
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neased far beyond six broadcasts from Rome, 

all .the 




.-;<■ uorman .\ ; n e- y , r ; ; ., ' Constance orexe^ .- -w w, ■ ■ 

' - , . ■ " - i‘ -V a Vlbn'g time now,' was - once nr- r g* 

Berlin Broadcasts > ' , .norter on the Philadelphia, Pub- 
' '"■ . ft'* ■•'•’•■' •'’■■ "' " ' Uc Ledger • She .used Mp. be- in- 
NE.W-' American troduced-to her radio’ audience i 

■ l&isa ..turned' up ..on ;-uje, Berv . w*; a^!‘PKiladelphia socialite ■ and 
idtrfet; waves, that of-f^ heiress?'.; ' ? , .' -. . U i . , : 
o-Kcaiis, ..herself,; ■Cynthia V^rist' - of • her '- 1 . program she S 
? r . Who ," she vis ; and, whether,. .. Cultural \ life of \ 

^s;;broadc^ng^nder,h^, R e ich fc claiming it, was '■ 

UflMuP -. %$?$. f ii ?2'i" based v on ’"‘those esthetic': -prin-: 

oiples ? Kaiided: 1 • down from an- 

Jillwai; Aeyer . actually, , tra- Skaltenbach;: 'who was. horn in : 
ses her - own . country. .- §he. iowa,-and enlisted in.the.phited 
t- tries ; to r build- up>; a radio , states .Army^inHhe iast.war. de* 
fenW r nr ■’ the Berlin stations; votes his .time and . ener gy , to. bit- 


ers^Robeft Best* pred.v^aiv dent;...’ />:' - y.- 

jaefi? Dougin/ Chandler,, etc;; : ,;^bWdler was-,born- in Chicago 
EV'her- '"regular;:^ and' was vantAnierican Ngval.rOf- 

Idcasts from -'the ;NaS -dapi-. f[ ^ T irv the last war. -.After the 
she pleads ;wlth hehaildience stock ••• market: , crash • in... 29 ; he . 

f rth .^prTnsi.Tl' 6 VGrS 6 &S' j 4.-. n«wnonv : TTp.-- ist iH- 


■■■ . ? " fi s? 

Bill's Boloney ^ a 

OT HER - i, n e w,-i American. 

voice, from Germany- is - that,’ 
-lYoup ' i Fr-fendv! -Billv -Bill-.' 
ns : -tq.;haye,:-had: ? -2f -years-of ; . 
jpean experience” ■; and , -he- 
the"' United -States; Europe' 
s ’.upon the 'American Army ■ 
n enemy.,t?.-.’.i,. v - : : 

111 * „xiW. V,lc hlrf.hrlsrht , for v&i. 


|g|.,vH^Boner- ^ ; 

TANE ANDERSON.afrustrated , 
J -woman invher -late forties, 
used to ‘vilify the President-' and- 
extol the glories of Hitler on her 
. radio '.program, . but ,lately_she 
hasbe’eh silenced., , '’She . got- her- , 
self' in hot water a few months 
ago in trying to. show how high.; 
German morale ' .was by/dcscrib-; 
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Jjpitors Heard 


t ama. He has written' seventeen 
looks of poetry, two operas ’and 
is ■ the , author ’ of “Jefferson or ; 

I Mussolini” and "Guide to Kultur.” 1 1 

■ 1/.. Constance. Drexel takes a differ^ 
ei>t trend. She. specializes in "cul-'j' 
tural” Germany. She left the 1 '< 'By WILLIAM WILSON Tietter to “Dear Harrv » 

United States in 1940. In. 1939 she. The Justipp r> pnorfTT „,„ f ho onc ' 

.was employed on a W. P. A. ; Department - soon was a friend -of his- in Waveriey 

..•writers’ project in Philadelphia. . k ndictments for treason Iowa. Dear Harry,’ 1 Kaltenbacl 

She often sent from Germany such , a sa-inst six Americans who are once broadcast, “Don’t let Amerl 
propaganda as “News from Ger- ' broadcasting regularly from Ger- ca Phil Britain’s chestnuts' o,ut of 
many,” and “German Art and Cul- * many and Italy, it was learned to- the fire again.” 

■ture.” In 1940 she was introduced day. ■ . 

over the Berlin short wave radio 1 Th _ , " ' Worked For WPA 

as a “world-renowned journalist y • e Constance Drexel, rnn _ t _. . 

and a member of the famous Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas Chan'd- „ stance Drexel specializes in 
Drexel family of Philadelphia.” ler . Jar >e Anderson, Ezra Pound culturaI ” Germany. In 1939 ,, she 
[Roth Victor L. Drexel and A. J. and Robert H. Best, who has said was employed on a WPA writers 
Drexel Biddle, jr., of Philadelphia,' he would be a presidential candi- proJ ' ect in Philadelphia. 

search^fahs^ to a show Si that^Con- i date ' ^ » a Y never be brought Best ’ a former 1 American: news, 
stance Drexel has any relationship | to ^ ria ^> but the indictment wiU. broadcasts under the 

to the family of Anthony J. Drexel i 1 warn them against trying to come aJlas °* Guess' Who.” • Former 
who died in 1P3. Mr. Drexel jHck to : the United . States, friends say they don’t have' to 
pointed out, however, that there j 1 a spokesman for the Justice guesSl Best broadcast recently that 

£ # tSSS a n r a eT e w d h?ha X v e e &£&&*« ^ ** ^ ZZT* *1 * 

no connection with his branch of JP ictm e nt s are being considered. It °°? oa, s° ; watch the prices rise, 
the family.] V™* Ieartled that bne .of the Mr ' and Mrs. 'America. v Another 

' Calls Self “Guess Who” delays thus far has been whether, broadcast pleaded with 

: .Best, a' former American for- le & a hy. the six have committed Americans to "write your Con- 
^igff4'4c.pri.e.sp.ohd€nt, .^.broadcasts' acts of treason 'through broadcasts gressmen today to impeach Roose-. 
'under .the. alias of "Guess Who.” in contrast to overt acts. Should ve ^ — ^ es> I said impeach Roose- 

Best broadcast recently that "the [ the six . ever be tried, the Supreme velt '” • i 

22 »- ** j™ tosymte, s , a.. 

Mrs, America.” Another Best po nt - ^ and attended Wofford Collegc and 

broadcast pleaded with Americans Watched by FBI Co!u mbia School ' of Journal- 

to “write your Congressmen today ism. .-J . ,;-i- 

„ to impeach Roosevelt— yes, I said The Federal Bureau of Investi- Jane Anderson'' was introduced 
impeach Roosevelt.’*- -He; was born gation officially went on record as to her radio audience -as „ «./«,’ 

;s^ he f had been ^ * tr orator wS. 

bia 'School of Journalism. He y* sti S a tion for several years,” but tortured and condemned to death.. 
was_lnterned with other American | there was no .comment ■ from that during the Spanish . civil war be- 
new.'ipaper men in Berlin, but re- 1 source on, the indictment. ' ' ; cause of her religion.” Described 

fused to come back- to the United The 'six ’'broadcasters for the as "an ardent churchwoman ” she 
v! at ^ P ®ff d ,. in March began his Axis are well known. In the United tells her audience that "Hitler Js 

■ Jane Anderson was introduced! 1 states. an immortal crusader ... a great 

'to her radio audience as a "famous : Chandler, alias Paul Reveren, lover of God . . , who has struck 
orator and writer who was tor- was a captain of the crew at Cor- back against the universal enemies 

tured and condemned to death hell University and was an ensign of mankind.” 

dicing the Spanish Civil War be- bn the battleship Missouri during - She was bom in Atlanta 
catfse she is a -Catholic.” Described T " , , “ < m Aiiawa, Ga, 

... ... .,, = world War I. He was born In Chi- and is a former resident of Wash- 

>n ardent churchwoman ” cag0 and later became a kew York ington ’ D - . c v „ , , ■ . • 

■ells her audience that “Hitler 1 . stock broker - From 1929 to 1931 7 Found wsjs.f born in • Hailey 

. immortal crusader. . . . A ; j he was . a member of the Baltimore Idaho. He has , been in Italy since 

. lover of God. . . . Who! .- Sunday American editorial staff. 1924 an *Qf|fen has greeted Amer 

i. enemies 1 0/ mlnkind ” She i Went to Europe ' He often icans wlt b ; 'ihe. Fascist salute. ' His 

born in Atlanta, and is a I x, , b . eeb seen wearing a large attacks on Mrs. Franklin D. R 00 se- 

;r resident of Washington. • Nazl button in the lapel of his veIt have been numerous, 
ind was born in watw th<4,x : coat. 


6 Americans Broadcasting 
For Axis Face Indictment 


a 

reason Char] 


A jjjm ist Ezr^^bund^^id 
.Ei^ pCther Broa^psters 


in the Philadelphia area who have 
no connection with his branch of 
the family.] 

' Calls Self “Guess Who” 


WASHINGTON, Jan, 13 (UP).— the family.] 

Ire Justice Department soon may ' Calls Self “Guess Who 

diet for treason six Americans l , Best, a' former America] 

no aie serving Germany jmdi 'elgf4 : 4CDri'.esp6iident, ,broa 

aiy, as raoio propagandists, it I 'under. .the. alias of -“Guess 
is learned today. They are Con- f Best broadcast recently tha 
^® xeI - S£i d Kaltenbach,} j eW s are buying up all the 
' uglas Chanffle&NTane Anderson, B0 wa t c h the prices rise, M 

ra Pound and_ Robert H, Best. Mrs, America.” Another 

vtmoltf £fJ :h ?, Jbsti , ce De '- broadcast pleaded with Ame 

nment admitted that indict- to “write your Congressmen 

! 5 nprf a r? b + eing c ° naide i' ed ' Ifc was t0 impeach Roosevelt— yes, 
med that one of the delays thus impeach Roosevelt.’* He' wa: 

has been whether, legally, the ln Sumter, S. C., - and att 

n ,on d fw^ fct ^ d T r< \ act 'L of Wofford College and the C 

-ifvJi tb f°, ugl1 broadcasts. The bia 'School of Journalisn 

icialiv v f In J estigation was-lntemed with other Am 

sS had hPPn ‘S? . a 1 Say “ g newspaper men in Berlin, b 

inn fm- un ? er investi ' fused to come back- to the 1 

handiPi^^r, L^f a vf/' , Stataes and 'in March beg£ 

• brpadcasts.' >■ 

aDta?H ; V W ^?- ’ ' Jane Anderson was intre 

versllv ^ Cor] ?® 'to her radio audience as a "f 

bbe orator and writer who wai 

id war' Hp- wa^h d pr nng mf( first ' tured • and condemned to 
v Chicago during the Spanish Civil Wi 

later became a New York stock poiTop chp is a Catholic ” Des 

mr. From 1929 to 1931 he w-asi’ , cause she is a Gatnonc, Des 

i n S a Florence S Ttar y nd ^ ^ f 6at f l0Ver of God - - - .'whS 

n ioience, Italy. has struck back against the uni _ 

i; “Studied in Berlin • versal . enemies of mankind.” She 

al.tenbach. was- born In Du- u as born Atlanta, and is a 
le.f lowa, and 'attended- East foi L raer resld ent of Washington. 
erloo' High School ■ and the tt p ° u nd was born in Hailey, Idaho, 
■ei^tydpf Cfetiago., In 1936 he He , ha ? been in Ita] Y since 1924 
'“tiSSMin i^rfeis masters de- ai ? d often has greeted Americans 
r^c{We^iffe''ffhimsle£insl940 F , the Fascis t salute; . His at- 
wi’jter. 'anorarajnk- on Mrs ‘ Fra nkiin i}, Roose- 
. H©ibroadcasts in . the'fform J- 7 . ha Y e been numerous; He went 
letter' to “Dear Harry,? who t0 Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y.J 
was. affrien.ft-.of his' in' Waver- ! anc M a ter obtained his master de- ( 

.gree at the University of Pennsyl-. 


[- Kaltenbach was bom in Du- c * r 

P buque, Iowa, and attended East ,oaa Y S Scratches 
.£ Waterloo High school and the AT ^air grouNds- 
University of Chicago. In 1936 he l~g ount ^okie. ■ 

! went to Berlin for his master’s de- ■' ciarion 'ciii. 

i- gree and identified 'himself in 1940 E “Heapi?‘rSi a d; ow Hauae< Newark ' 

J K. free - ]ancfe wrfter ' and ^ . . . ' 

| He^broadcastsrin^ ■ the-. forx^-aC?k; ^ 
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22 AMERICANS IN 
TREASON CASES 

BY ROBERT YOUNG 

[Chlcifo Tribune Press Service,] 

Washington, D, C„ Feb, 19— A spe- 
cial representative of the depart- 1 
ment of justice will fly to Europe ip: 
about 10 ..'days . to speed the collec- 
tion of : evidence ' against 28 Arnei 1 - 
cans suspected of or already und^r 
ndictment for wartime treason 
Vtty. Gen. Clark disclosed today. 
Five members of the department’s 
riminal division went to Europe a 
nonth ago and are on the trail of 

2 Americans suspected of treason. 
Hark said Timothy A. Mclnerny, 
ustice department director of pub- 
ic relations, will follow these in- 
estigators and make a speeial check 
n the progress of inquiries and the 
ccumulation of evidence for pos 
ible prosecution. 

Mclnerny formerly was a lieuten- 
nt colonel on Gen. Eisenhower’s 
.aff. He will work with army intel- 
gence in pursuing his investiga 
ons in Germany and other coun 
ies once under Nazi rule. 

Some Already Indicted 
The justice department overseas 
obe also includes six Americans 
dieted for treason in 1943 on 
arges of broadcasting enemy prop- 
anda. Eight originally were un- 
ited, but one is missing and an- 
her is reported dead. 

Clark asserted the justice depart- 
mt is determined to bring every 
nerican “ who played the axis 
me ” to trial quickly, He said that 
effort will be spared in the in- 
stigation and collection of evi- 
nce " because we must show thfe 
-rid that we are not sloppy senti- 
•ntalists where the crime of high 
ason is concerned.” 

Vs soon as sufficient. evidence has 
en obtained, Clark said, each of 
j suspects will be returned to 
ishington for trial ' .in federal 
irt. Ezra Pound, the poet, was! 

! the eight indicted in 1943 and 

3 the first returned to Washing- 

He is nnw in n 


week : he 'Is'- mentally unsound, and 
unable to stand trial'.' 

Qne Held by Russians 
The others under indictment are 
Edward Delaney of Olney, 111., Rob- 
ert H. Best of New York, Douglas 
Chandler of, Baltimore, Md., and 
Constance Drexel of Philadelphia — 
all in custody of the army of occu- 
pation V.in Europe — and Frederick 
Kaltenbach of Dubuque, la., report- 
ed held by the Russians. 

Jane Anderson of Atlanta, Ga., is 
missing, ai \C Max Otto Koischwitz of 
New York is reported dead. 

Clark said one of Mclnerny’s jobs 
will' be to negotiate wjth Russian 
authorities in Germany for Kalten- 
bach’s release to. the United States - 
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Kalfenbach Death 

• 1 / lh« AsfocIaUJ Pr*u 

' BERLIN, July 20.— American Amy 
.authorities tonight said, they do-not ‘ 
doubt that Fred W, Kaltenbach, 
sought by the United. States ' for 
treason, had died last October In a 
1 Russian:, detention camp, 'but' that 
they would “prefer to' see the camp 
; records." .■•• /•v"'. •'••• ' ■ ’ 
The :'". Russians today , -. .notified 
, United States Army headquarters 'of 
. <the death of the Iowa-born ‘lord Hee . 
Haw” of Hie Berlin radio,, -reporting <j 
■ he had died -of . “natural ^ causes” j 
somewhere In' the Soviet 'occupatldh : 
rone,'-; '.They did not,’' however;, giye , 

' '. the'oause bfltKe death, nor say, -what 
'•" ■•'' disposition was : made of the body; 
Nor ; were they able to produce any. 
refiords on Kaltenbach Vests, e. - .- 
.The 1 one-time Dubuque school 
teacher was one of .eight Americans 
Indicted June 25, 1943, by . a District 
. of J , Columbia grand jury for treason- 
able,- broadcasts of Axis propaganda 
during the war. /-v - ■ 

Kaltenbach, seized by tbe.RusslggJ ’ 
almost Immediately after the end of 
;hqstihties;.ln Berlin, had beeh sought 
- by. 'the ;Amer3cahs ever Since -'August,: ■ - 
1945; when the flrst of niany requests' 
Was made to the Red Army for his 
custody, ■ The Russians replied they 
Were unable to locate Kaltenbach, 
Death Not'.Doubted. ■... f - 
Last month American authorities 
Were told by the Russians- that they 
believed .they had! located;; Kaltenj-, , 

■ bach- ahd prbbably would deliver him 
Within a, week ortpri days. . : r 
“We -don't, doubt, that Kaltenbach 
is dead,- for we ’knew he was -ill, a 
high American officer 'commented, 
“nor do we doubt the Russian au- 
thorities • had trouble locating him 
because, after allphe' was . arrested ■ 
by; combat tr.oopa- pnjy a'iwe’efc’iiitcr 
the fighting stopped, arid ' after . a , 
short . detention in. .'Berlin , was 
Whisked off somewhere into the SonA, 
We. Would, prefer to see the camp 
records, but-.' apparently "there: -are 
none;’’, ' ,s 
• Kaltenbach broadcast, made 
speeches and . wrote pamphlets for -j 
the Nazis from 1931. until 1942, but 
An;-, the latter , years of the war he 
. apsed into relative. Inactivity, -be- 
cause ..of poor, health. Ke was 
knowri to have been ill of a heart 
ailment and asthma for at least 18 
months, prior to his arrest by the. 
Russians on. May 15, 1945. •"./ 

. . Wltfow In Berlin. ” ,v>' 

; Kaltenbach’s widow, the former 
Dorothea Peters pf Koeslln', Pom- 
erania; still -is beljeved to' be a resi- 
' dent of, Berlin; •..'•V'’":- v 
. rMrs.'K^ltenbach, who marHed the 
broadcas^b'-ffi 'was- 

secretary: iri£.the?.pffice':;pf''''av;Ger- 
: man -magazine,, said^ rKaltenbach 
came,: .under the . influence .of Nazi 
propaganda after .studyirig. the teiups 
Impasedon.Gerrijany.hyr.th.eYer- 
salll.esiTreaty afterworld Way 
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Bill Would Crept? 
Military Tribunal 

v 2tej»e^tstlve - Emanuel • Celler 
(D-j.iof New York,; proposed yes* 
to^iay , the Articles of , War be 

amended to permit . the trial of 
Moused :~ traitor American broad- 
casters for the; Mis who' cannot 
brought back to face their, a'c- 
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Ich he Introduced in 
House. . He said the Bill of 
:hts> : which xecLUires trial,; by 
y,- :Jsi 'not applicable to the 
tides of War.- His /.resolution 
iuld ^empower the President to 

for 
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»A Germany .and Italy ..- shortwave 
ft broadcasts : by Nad and Fascist 
A-: iradlo broadcasters who unfortu- 
•v jnately; are Americans. 'These 
Iton •> are,. Constance Drexel, 

. , nf/Keltoribacb,- Douglas Chand* 
iler, ; Jane. Anderson, Ezra Pound 
JaA- : anti Robert H. Best. -ft Mv,/. 
ft , '. > ; ."Douglas Chandler broadcasts 
'• under , the pseudonym of Paul Re 
.. ; ; vere. Fred Kaltenbach broadcasts 
' - under ; the salutation- of 'Dear 
;Hany.' -Constance Drexel entitles 
her traitorous utterances as 'News 
FTom Germany.’ Robert H. Best 
used the alias. 'Guess Who.' He 
also urges Americans to write to 
their • Congressmen; to Impeach 
President Roosevelt. Jane Ander- 
son : apparently . broadcasts from 
Italy and la Introduced usually as 
a* famous orator. Exra Pound 
opens his damnable talk with a 
sort of verbal. Ehsclst salute." 

"RaiUo' Benedict Arnolds" ; 

Representative Celler said the 
Constitution defines treason as ad- 
. 'tiering to the nation's enemies and 
v {giving them aid and comfort. He 
called them modem radio Bene- 
dict Arnolds and ; said they are 
giving 'aid and comfort to the 
enemy by trying to lessen confi- 
dence In the American Govern- 
ment.-.-r'C .:; -JT •' : 

"Thus. far," the' New York Rep- 
resentative told the House, “these 
six knaves are the only known 
cases of; American traitors on for- 
eign soil. - While trials In absentia 
are a bit strange to -us, they are 
of everyday occurrence in Conti- 
nental Europe. ‘I. am bold enough 
tolsuggest such a proced' 
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j Propaganda 
Front 

By William L. Shirer 

Six Americans who, broadcast 
for the Axis from Germany and 
Italy will be indicted for treason, 
, the Justice Department has an- 
| nounced. They are Robert H. 

I Best, Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas 
Chandler, Ezra Pound, Jane 
Anderson and Constance Drex- 
el. — From a recent United Press 
dispatch. 

Here are a few rambling notes 
about these curious citizens and 
a word about two others whom 
our Department of Justice ap- 
parently overlooked: Edward 

I.eopold Delaney, alias E. D, 
Ward of Glenview, 111., and 
Charles Flicksteger. sometimes 
known as Charles Flick, a native 
of Providence. 

Knows Best and Flick 

Of the eight turncoats, .1 knew 
two well — Best and Flick. 

With three others I also had a 
cert ain acquaintance during' my 
melancholy days in Berlin. These 
were Kaltenbach, Delaney (or. 
Ward) and Miss Constance 
Drexel of Philadelphia. 

; To dispose of the least three 
first. Miss Drexel was billed by 
the German radio for her talks 
to America as “a Philadelphia 
socialite and heiress.” 

To me, in Berlin, to whom she 
constantly came seeking a radio 
job, after one American network 
Rad hired her for a day or two, 
she was an insignificant, mixed- 
• up and ailing woman of about 
50 who always had a bad cold. 
She used to tell me she needed 
money. The Nazis needed a 
female American accent. That 
is all there is to her story 

Delaney Ham Actor 

Edward Leopold Delaney, who 
broadcast as E. D. Ward, was not 
much better. He had been a ham 
actor before the World War and 
at one time toured in a road com- 
pany playing "Get-Rich-Quick 
Wallingford.” In 1915 he tried- 
his luck in Australia, where he 
Played The Killer in "Seven 
Keys to Baldoate.” In 1934, ac- 
cording to “Time” magazine, he 
published a book, “The Lady by 
Degrees” and followed it with 
another called “The Charm 
Girl,’’ which W»r~MU.wrtised as 
the "scream-line correspondence 
of a radio charmer and^her girl 
friend." 


| By this time, as can be seen, 
(he was getting ripe for naziism, 
When I ran across him, he was 
[nearing 60, his hair was graying 
I fend it w as evident that the days 
pfecT7?rn”he could play the killer 
[Were long oyer.., ... "r: 

The Nazis picked him to de- 
scribe for the short-wave Amer- 
ican audience the triumphal Ger- 
man entries into the murdered 
[countries. 

Fought in Hast Way 

During the first year and a 
half of the war Berlin’s most 
^effective broadcaster for the 
American audience was Fred 
Kaltenbach of Waterloo, Iowa, 
The British, who had had the’, 
happy thought of dubbing their 
own Berlin traitor, William 
Joyce, “Lord Haw-Haw," also 
1 conferred a title on his American 
/ counterpart. They called him 
“Lord Hee-Haw,” and Kalten- 
bach, wljo has a peculiar sense 
of humor, was more than pleased 
and began Signing off: “This is 
England’s Lord Hee-Haw, who 
! will live up to his title by giving 
British pretensions in this war 
the merry, merry hee-haw!” 
When the debate over lend- 
lease began, he opened his radio 
talks: 

“Lend or lease me your ears.” 
In fact, he had an incurable 
lust for bad puns and wisecracks 
and more than ohe Nazi censor 
broke down trying to figure them, 
out. \ 

Charles J. Rolo, in a study of 
Kaltenqach in “Radio Goes, to 


War,” says that this son of an 
Iowa butcher became a studious, 
introspective youth. In the 
World >War he served as a lieu- 
tenant 'in ■■ the Coast Artillery. 
For a time he . was a school 
teacher. . The middle 30’s found 
him in Berlin, where he obtained' 
a Ph.D. at Berlin University.' 

In , Berlin he married a Ger- 
man girLand became -a fanatical 
Nazi. I saw him- at Compiegne 
during the armistice negotia- 
tions. The military were taking 
him to the guardhouse for gate- 
crashing. The last time I saw 
him was a few hours later when 
he 'had- escaped arid was leaning 
against' a tree gazing with glassy 
eyes at the railway carriage 
where the Germans were laying 
down their terms to the French. 

This moment probably was the 
high point of his life, as indeed 
it was for Hitler, who did an un- 
dignified jig on the occasion. 

At the moment Kaltenbach di- 
vides his radio time between try- 
ing to foment strife in . America 
and explaining away the Russian 
reverses. 

•What Joseph Goebbels, how- 
ever, had been' looking for was 
an American radio personality 
who could build up in the United 
States a vast listening audience if 
only by being amusing, as had 
Lord Haw-Haw In Britain. Kal- 
tenbach wasn’t quite good enough, 
and Ward was a failure. 

So in April, 1941, If you had 
listened, to . the German sh'ort- 
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wive programs, you would. •hav.dj| 
heard a tremendous buM.-'up for § 
a ' new. American voice, April^ 
18, the 166th anrtivitsa^;.o?A|ul.i‘ 
Revere’s ride, Berlin' said that \ 
famous horseman and patriot 8 
would again start galloping, - ; s| 

April 18 came and. nothing' 1 
happened, but a week . later | 
“Paul Revere” rode, and spoke,'! 
trying to incite his fellow, couftia 
trymen to throw off the terriblej 
tyranny of “Roosevelt and Ms f 
Jews.” He was even worse onj 
the air than the aging' Delaney- ) 
Ward. '• : vj 

“Paul Revere” turned out to beg- 
one Douglas Chandler, a former 
writer on the Baltimore Suaday| 
American. He had been married, f; 
Mr. Rolo asserts, “in style” at Barjjj 
Harbor, Me., in 1924 to a- de-| 
scendant of John Jay, the firsts 
Chief Justice of the United? 
States. The depression and thdl 
“miasma” of Washington proved. j 
% little too much for him. ' ! ] 
Jane Anderson, who I bellevej 
had some dealings ' with, the! 
America First crowd, is probably! 
Hitler’s best American woman! 
broadcaster,' 

One official observer once de-J 
scribed her as a “ranting, mefa 
dramatic actress.” 

Lost His Mind? 

Of Robert H. Best, a native! 
son of South Carolina, ' who -fij 
probably the best of the iriej 
diocre American talents -Godtif 
bels has bought, I have 
at length before in this' colt: 

I have known him;.- $ln$e| 
1929 and after listening to MgJ 
current ravings from BerUfijid 
can only conclude that .he has] 
lost his mind. A-cp 

Apparently. Goebbels hai/^oj 
for he is now allowing Besl'\t2 
conduct a weird “campaign”-?^ 
the American Presidency,;^!. 1 
1944! Best calls his new “partjj^ 
“Christocracy.” He says-^ra 
against “Jewdocracy. evera 
where.” VM! 

One of these days the Departs 
ment of Justice will catch fiif 
with Charles Flick, alias Flick 
steger. I had known him, as ;at 
American correspondent. In Beif 
lin, where for a time her wa 
assistant to Karl voh 


At the moment, if the /Justice 
Department is interested, he'fi 
in Shanghai, Where hi . broadj 
casts anti-Americah propaganda 
over the German-owned radio 
station XGRS. ‘ -% 
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5 ^|^®iiiJM*eg€!nerate Traitor^; 

- V,;.' 

,#^2BA?^.dUND;? expatriate. American poet 

^^teawere on a charge of treason and now 
iif^c^ra(ly in- Italy, has a w^pped se^e' of 
just^ 

)Vhen interviewed , by an Anerican corre- 
spondent in Genoa; PouNC-sw,ealed himself- 
still unconvinced Vof the error of hisways| 
wholly, satisfied that' his ; broadcastrpg|o6 
iV pro-Mussolini ■ ■ and -anti-American prop^ 
a ganda was not^tre^sdn, -and believing that!; 
'vbur sense of ijustice:- will ' permit liim ‘[iof: 




;&the-finaxirni 


|"(tffl^.at;idndhf a:ra^^ishb^h6 qahvmouth:. 


;jtb, the tyro .arch, fiends :he adnitfe$^^^?;^| 
fep^ere ; is;thbre'^com enpughffor,,iiirn? pH 
|^y|wjh^ prevail? 

!||?£f it does . Poet Ezka'Pound isin line for a' 
^profound ; emotional; shock, for. .justiceSwlli 


^sought to crush, but in the • bloodstained 
dearth" Of. the" Italy his heroes betrayed and 


| cles ti^^d^^^ 
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r'A-x^Sf . ' 

tie ■ Fascist, Mr. JPound Re 

On ! ^enlib.crhtf ^ ; 

view Ezra: Pound; expatfiateXpOTl rabid 
I'pcUl,;; in -Gendia, 
iudictraeht "for 

casting ' prb-Mus^Mi1^^ ^^^Wi4^ : 
propaganda . V 

•■K£®V* Pound among' other 

d ’#. a 

>aint v - -He ^as . Mussolini 

was % .., very • hupik^ 
who lost his 
believe's ; : in 

Iprcedwith 'ti^^axffiiimti v jji&h&^ 

I,do not : ;.beiieve Lwilijpe; ^by^^h^dh:5j. 
rely on the Arn$^rt?a|^ 

As for Ezravs^st sfarement, WOiigo&ioh'g 
/ith him nn Fha t-'rAtio n'™*' ivi 
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American Treason Siispecits, 

'.■When will. H^/AmeriCari s | 

!^be rounded^wj^J^e have ,‘sopie who 
have been inflicted and 'await' only 
capture toj^r on vtfiali In.'J anuary, J 
1944, the. federal grand jury of'.the^ 
District of Cblumhjiff indicted Ezra 
Pound, writer fef oioscure poetry, and 
six other ^p^mefeicphs 'for'. treason^ 
Broadcastirrgfervim^axis was the of- 
fense of .mostof /them- ; ;. 

Pound ; ia^facepunfs whs. : stillj 
in Italy.’ The rest arc ' prehuthably. HV 
G er many, unless ' they haVe }"fled . with 
Himmler and Cis^!P ; >■’ ■ ;• 

Treason; is' fbdtunately, a scarce 
product iifehh^ Umted Stales. . Aj 
wholesale trial of miscellaneatislsvip- 
po'rters of nazism was . r ecdntlyihaltf d 
by the death of if he' :: feTfput| 

he resumed, with' individnhlsf^rihij 
separately,- ' so : that -the .•defendant 
may-be^yindicated; ••■orV^niai^hedl'-r^te 

possibk&hsft^g^S^fM 

to five , years , imp r usoiim^htLalhl.-'t h e 
payment . of : $1,000 • /ffnl.^'Acdusod 
A mericans, »both in this .-country anc 
in Europe, y should ■ rc6eivci i l.ifisth« 

qiu/>lrly >'•■/•' .b't: 1 ?,. ' 
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American Traitors 

When will thef American suspects 
fC' rounded up? We have some who 
. have been indicted and await only 
I {capture to go on .trial, in Jan- 
izary.' 1944., . the federal grand jury 
PY the District of Columbia indicted 
Ezra, pound, writer of obscure poet- 
ry,. land ; six other Americans for 
treason. Broadcasting for the Axis 
was, the offense of most of them 
E$und , is in Italy. The- rest are 
presumably in Germany, unless they 
aaVe": fled with Himmler- and Co. 
Treason is fortunately a scarce 
>»duct, in the United States'. A 
■poles ale trial of miscellaneous spp- 
recently,halt- 


* ,i • r W 1 C UwiCU“ 

ttts may be vindicated or pun- 
fi& : Possible penalty . ranges 

‘rjT death to five years impris- 
W?htand the payment of $1,000 
Sy-The accused Americans, both 
iigiis country and in Europe, 
■md receive justice quickly. 



It Was the bounden Journalistic duty and 
dvtfjlous* personal pleasure of Edd Johnson of 
the Marshall Field newspapers .to interview 
KS expatriate poet and tabid 
in Genoa Pound has been under Indictment 
for treason since 1943 for broadcasting pro- 
and anti-American propaganda 

fro sTld ta pound to Johnson, among pother 
thinvg* "Adolf Hitler was a Jeanne c. Arc, a 
He wm a martyr . . .vMussollnl was a 

Will be shot for treason. I rely on toe Amerl 
C1 a Ezra^s ^aet statement, we go' along 

WK SJSfSS 

bet him even money that he doesnl 
beat that treason rap. 





vPzraPouu<Ii';^:- ; : 

'/-^Thpre'are e<htors who: believe that most poets should be, shot, 

-• on' -generaf tprm&plW. .Which is a bit extreme, .to say the .least; 
for. ! spring and delayed adolescence doth make . poets • of many 
| contrary -to ...their wishes. • • . - . ' r ■"■■■< '•> • 

vc^.-feut-.Ythdre' is -ohevAmerican poet who apparently ' deserves 
^.firing squad ‘recognition, not because he’ fashioned verse.but be- 
.cafse -Be ''absorbed cockeyed ideas which have no place .m .the 
mind •o'SoufpHde#^ ‘ . ••'VS*?*#* 

■if P n ^ ^ art ^ q tv ’ Ko T*r1‘ T/1oVtr\ Vrtrn Vvirf lofn 

France^ - 

treason' r . .. ■ ; ,- 1; . _ 

‘ f Pound never -went hyphenated on his f eUow-Americ^s;' he 
simply yvent Wacky, iJ Born in Idaho 59 years"aid,'^^a$^^ic^>i^'. 
jnS American colleges, is : a master of arts ofrthe-AJmi^sify .of 
jPennsylvana. He .became a follower, of ^hfh^t^ J ; '^hi^. -, iiot - 
' cniy. wasn’t bad; but wais his own business underitheAF6ur|Free- 
coms. ...v ; ■;?<:. - .- • :. \- ; 

! ; ji .'He lived 10 years in London, fojir years in France, • then 20 
ye'ars in Italy, -It. jyas\iii. the latter .country. thafe;4ie,"Werii:;liay- 
.wire. ,, . r He began to take 'pay from . Mussolini Vfpx broadcasting. 
pro-Fascist, anti- American propaganda to' ' the . :wo.rld. • /."His '.last . 
money for broadcasting such stuff came from Tokyo,- .although 
in' between he talked of Hitler being a hero. 

Poet’s license might entitle Pound to butcher.both . rhyme and 
rhythm, even assume the role of a citizen of all countries, but 
when his fellow- Americans are dying to rid ? Hie world bf the 
.worst crop of barbarians in history, neither .liberty nor .license 
'gives him the right to sell those real Americans for /.a handful of 
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Army Is Ashed to Sc 
Pound Back for Tricdh 

Poet Indicted forTreason Faces 

Possible Death Pfnallf 

From the Herald Tribune Bureau 
■WASHINGTON, May 29.— The 
Department of Justice has asked 
the Army to send Ezra, Pound, 
American poet indicted for treason, 
back to this country from Europe 
as soon as possible.for trial, it was 
reported today. . 

U Ppimd; hone jof eight Americans 
indicted.as .-traitors lor participa- 
ting.' in- enemy prop aganda broad- 
casts.has already been interviewed 
in Milan’-by agents of the Federal 
Bureau of c Investigation, and '.it is 
expected he will, be brought back 
to this country sooh'by ; plane5' ' : A 
He is the only one of the eight 
known by the Depa^ment ' hof 
Justice to have been capteed 'to 
date. <Dn • the treason ^^ chm'gev.he 
faces a possible sentence, ot^rbni 
five years’ imprisonment tO/death., 
Under the original indictment 
drawn against ^ PdUnd, he,' ^^as|t 9 : 
be tried in the 

bia on the theory that'he codld^e 
put on . trial in any area; in -which 
his broadcasts} .were heardlf IHow- 
ever, to simplify mattersi}dt}was 
said' to day, he will :be prosecuted 
in the state through wliich'lie first 
enters'the United' Stetes^dnderln; 
statute which provides'that a'i?^- 
son . committing -trekson-hout&de 
the United States -rrta^ ; be}'p\h:^on 
trial for that crime at' theispot'he 
first enters the cdunt^.^l^^’f ? 

The other Americans" ?hfaclhg 
treason charges are Frederick Wil- 
helm Kaltenbach, Robert KH.^Best, 
Douglas - Chandler, Edward'} be- 
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By EDD JOHNSON 

Copyright, 1 1945, Philadelphia 
Rccord-Chicago Sun 
GENOA, May 8— "With millions 
of Italians and United Nations 
troops in Italy celebrating the 
announcement of Germany’s sur- 
render, Ezra Pound, one. of the 
most' erudite * poets and scholars 
of our tunes, talked today about 
Confucius and kindred subjects. 

I talked with Pound, now 59, 
on the sixth floor of an .office 
building overlooking the main 
square of war-battered Genoa. 

. Pound, a native of the U.' S., 
has been a self-styled expatriate 
in Italy since 1908. He was tak- 
en into custody Saturday near 
Genoa by American authorities 
on charges of treason. He was 
indicted on July 26, 1943, because 
he was , broadcasting inti-United 
States and pro-Fascist propagan- 
da in an English-language pro- 
gram beamed to' America over 
Benito Mussolini's shortwave ra- 
dio station in Rome, 
j Views Hitler- as Martyr 
i - , Among the many things he said 
! today were these: 

A'.dolf Hitler was a Jeanne 
d’Arc, a saint He was a martyr. 


Like many martyrs, he held ex- 
treme views, a ' 

There is no doubt which I pre- 
ferred between '- Mussolini and 
Roosevelt In ; my radio broad- 
casts I spoke -in favor of the eco- 
nomic construction of Fascism. 
Mussolini was a very human, im- 
perfect character who lost his 
head. 

Winston (Churchill) believes 
in . the maximum of injustice en- 
forced with the m&ximum of 
brutality. 

Stalin is the best brain in 
politics today. But that does not 
mean that I have become a Bol- 
shevik. 

I do not believe- that I will 
be shot- for treason. I rely on the 
American sense of justice.” 

Far From Senile 

0 

Now, all .this might sound like 
gibberish, and it would be easy 
to write off Pound as a senile old 
sinner who has gone off his rock- 
er. But Pound is definitely not 
senile. And if he is off his rocker, 
it does . not show in any of the 
usual manifestations of nuttiness. 

Pound told me that he received 
300 lire each for the scripts that 
he wrote for other broadcasters. 


and 350 lire lor those he wrote 
and voiced himself. He made 
much of the point' that while he 
said the U. ,S. should not be in 
the war, .he never urged Ameri- 
can soldiers to lie down on their 
job once they got in the battle. 

in “Unfavorable Position” 

I asked Pound if he really be- 
lieved, either President Truman 
or Premier. Stalin would be inter- 
ested in seeing him. He replied 
“One might say that I am in 
an unfavorable position at the 
present time to be received at the 
White House. If I am not shot 
for treason, I think my chances 
Of seeing Truman are good." 

Pound's interest in Confucius 
is profound. He believes that Hit- 
ler and Mussolini 'were successful 
in so far as they followed Con- 
fucius, and that they failed be- 
cause they .did not follow him 
more closely. " ■ . < 
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U. S. May Not Press 26 7 

Sedition Charges, Is Hiiif 

Bt TTnlfOfV Vra>. • . . 


B7 United Press ; j 

The Justice Department was reported near a dwidirm *,mw4 
. whethei^rfm, or drop two famous wtone^lS?-og 
^emfns. with treason and the other accusing 26 


on whether 
charginj^fo^r 
of sediti on. 

Ol ficials , 3S? 

.ulation thaOfae sedition case would 
v,not be pressed, but there were Indica 
< tu^s that such a course might be 

The., resptr of fflcaTMty tests being 
conducted foy Arn\y jfoctors in Ger- 
many on rew^ pefSons indicted for 
treason will determine the decision in 
that case. Atty. Gen. Tom O. Clark,' 
now touring Europe, reported last 
week that three of five persons held 
had. been found sane. 

Justice Department officials'' were 
unable to explain Mr. Clark’s refer- 
ence to five persons. It was believed, 
however, that he was referring to a 
woman being held for possible treason 
prp^ecufaon but not indicted— Miss 
Mildred E. Gillars, of Portland, Me 
who was known as Axis Sally to her 
GI; radio fans. 

The four under indictment for trea- 
son are Robert H. Best, formerly of 
Sumter S. C.; Doug las Chandler, for- 
merly of BaltirmT^l Edward Leo De- 
laney, formerly TDIney, El,; and 


I 


?mn n L?4Za tST ofW 


delphia. 

w f am01 ?g eight indicted here 
July . 26 , 1943 > for. their alleged prop- 
aganda aid to the Nazis. Of the - 
others, poet Ezra Pound was hospltsd- 
t^ed here after a sanity, test; Fred K. 
iKaltcnbach, Iowa-bom *Xord . Haw-' 
Haw.i died last October in a Russian 
detention camp; Max Otto .Koischwitz 
apparently died In Germany two _yejaw 
-ago, and Jane Anderson, fxr~**Ty of 
Atl anta, jras disappeared 
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“ sedition TRIAL, 

Attorney General Tom. Clark, who 
has beenTooklng over Germany lately, 

‘ announced at Nurenberg the other • 
s day that United States intelligence 
agents have plcked-up >„every- one of 
the American propagandists | who ■ 

' broadcast Axis propaganda during the 

’war. v -. - 

: since the German surrender one of , 

. the jen indicted - for -treason, Ezra, .j 
Pound, the poet who broadcast, for , t v. 
Italy, has been adjudged insane and t 
■will escape trial unless he regains his ,,»■ 
sanity. Three others have been ad-f jr- 
'judged sane and will face trial for j 

treason. . '1 

ri’The other six are undergoing sci?n->;-. 
I'j'y'tific observation to determine -their - 
mental fitness to stand trial. ' /••• 

I 5'V-In due season, therefore, the Urul^a. . 

! -States will bring to the bar of justice 
• those who were willing to take-sides. 

. - with their country’s adversary In . a;-, 

' life and death struggle. - 

And the country they -sought to dc- .. 
stroy will be as vigilant in providing • 
.them with every opportunity to state., 
■ their cases' as it was in tracking them. 

' down after the German surrender^ 


. jSI 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united s™tes government 


The Files 


DATE: April 23, 1952 


from William E. Foley, Chief, Internal Security Section, WEF:am 
Criminal Division 

subject: Ezra Pound. 1H6-7-3672 


(flTLC ) Washington attorney, conferred with me on 
April 22 concerning the status of the above entitled action. He 
stated that he may be engaged by fid. ends of Ezra Pound to represent 
Pound in an effort to obtain discharge from St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. 
(pilUN stated that he is advised by these friends that while Pound 
is an eccentric, he can certainly be discharged from St. Elizabeth’ Sj 
although a trial, if ordered by the Government, would undoubtedly 
kill him. I reiterated to IpClLC) the Government’s position, namely, 
that Pound is under indictment for treason, the indictment being based 
on activities substantially similar to those which resulted in con- 
victions of other pro-Axis broadcasters, and that so far as the 
Government knew witnesses were still available and, in the circum- 
stances, if Pound is adjudged sane, the Government will have no 
alternative but to proceed to trial. 

(^NCC) stated that friends of Mr. Pound are anxious to 
appeal directly to the President and that they may see fit to take 
such action. I told him that so far as the Department was concerned, 
he was free to take such action as he felt was warranted and that I 
had outlined for him the Department’s position in the matter. 

r ltC ). indicated that the friends of Pound would prefer to have 
him remain at St. Elizabeth's where he is granted substantial freedom, 
including freedom to leave the premises, rather than have him stand 
the risk of trial. \indicated that Mr. Pound has become 

very friendly with Doctor Overholser and Doctor Overholser is 
anxious Pound not be brought to trial. 

** rrrrrr^l, TTN 




Rufus King 

ATTCl R N E Y AT LAW 


REPUB LIC 0 713 
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JFPICE OF THE PRE9IOCNT 


June 22, 1953 


U.S, Department of Justice 
Warren Olney, III 
Assistant Attorney General 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Olney : 

This is in reply to your letter of June 17, reference No. 146-7-3672, and 
is to thank you for the information regarding Ezra Pound given therein. 

I will want to study the indictment returned against him. It would seen to 
me that a proper punishment, in his case, would be exile from his native laid. 
I myself could see no greater punishment. 


Yours truly. 






PublishedUby Tlfc CAXTON PRIN^^RS, Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho .. 


TRUMAN'S 

INHERITANCE 

Robert V. Edwards 

Political Science— $1.25 
144 pages, 8vo 
Paperbound 



Clearly and simply, with grave factuality and exceeding fairness, Mr. Edwards 
presents a frightening picture of what is happening to our nation. As the title 
suggests, Mr. Truman "inherited” a social and political situation which he had 
done little to create — an organization of minority blocs, a huge and inchoate 
bureaucracy devoted to administering the Welfare State, a policy of runaway 
inflation, a labor bloc which, abandoning old principles, deliberately dabbled in 
politics, and a foreign policy which was not only devious, murky, and personal 
but actually, as it now appears, actually purposeless and harmful to the interests 
of our own country. 

Although Mr. Truman "inherited” all these things, his efforts since he became 
president have in no wise tended to ameliorate them. His efforts have been devoted 
to extending the scope of government, increasing the national debt, further un- 
chaining inflation, catering to partisanship and, finally, extending our foreign 
policy to the very antithesis of a foreign policy — a draining, bloody, and unending 
war in Korea. Moving inherited a desperate situation — from the standpoint of 
the welfare of the country — Mr. Truman’s efforts have actually made things worse. 

One of the most pointed paragraphs in the book is the one in which Mr. Edwards 
lists the total expenditures of the previous thirty-two administrations — a sum 
amounting to $179,620,1 13,645 from the time of Washington to the end of the 
first eight years of the Roosevelt administration. Neglecting the war years, 
Mr. Truman has spent, in a little more than five years since 1946, a total of 
$191,081,394,191, or almost eleven and a half billion dollars more than all the 
other administrations in the history of our government! 

This is a sober and impartial view of our present situation, castigating alike 
Republicans and Democrats, and a study which no American can fail to read 
unimpressed. 


t 


T$c 

The Caxton Printers, Ltd. 
Caidweu, Idaho 
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Warren Olney, III 
Assistant Attorney General 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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vre concur 


■recordings later than some 
• received prior to ■ durxcbmin^^ 


M r political commentator, although not a; yery bu - 

' ^ . as' she , apparently stopped her broadcasting fac^^&ejgsliOT.tl; 

Ipi, : after our . entry into the writ doe s iiot^gpe^^ A 

: . \H:v that further efforts be made to' develop ,c^;^se^^ 

: notwithstanding the fact that she -was indic-tedifor^itreason iL.™ 

§ift : : .■•■■ ' . -■ \ i’ ■' 

■ ■ X‘ s ■ ;' 




• M The Thereabouts of Jane Anderson has^oiyait been ascer- ; 
^ S tained although the Counter Intelligence; Corps -was requested \.k 
A to locate her immediately upon our arri valuin' Frankfurt. . Only 
*y||.. two witnesses have been; found who recal^ed^aving been present 
wheni Anderson made transcriptions but neither r^ernbers that 
'||y.' the other was present at rtfae same • Av • 


- y '■ '.- x :-y - -r;p : f- 

::y;f TSfhen our men return from Germany they no doubt will have a more detailed 


report ^relative to her. 




: Edward Leo Delaney. ; : A Ay 


■ '-'An. ■■ . ".. • • . •• •. •' . v'. ; . ■ ■■ . *5 

;f V • -"A 'Delaney was bom on December 12, 1885, idhnO^lney, Illinois. He is by;^* « 

profession a writer and radio lecturer> : ,i::In ,1937idi^||l9ji8. 4 ;he 'went', .to Germany- to 



• thd| 
'- some 


a desk in the radio division of the Geman.Foc.eiml^fSce.;.. It was origin^ ly& r ^Jy 
thou^itythat he made several broadcasts .from after our gentry? in^o ; i 


/ The; broadcasts are for the most' .part merely -reports^bf ithe Axis successes 
5 ' , Mr * Goocil ,iias 

; is ;^83eixtly; in^ -'the' ; ;custp^y.bf ; : vthe 

•? Freising, . Germany. y' None . of ;.. the:.-/'ihchnidiMdt^o^havB.';.i»dnH^^^^^i^^^ 

ooaH -paWal 1 -.M rnl /„ . r? f k <~>n a riTci .-f jii 


interviewed recall ;:Mm, \ 


of theSDnited •Steies^Sec't&ddi^ 

although he believes that it is ,.possiblo;^at;|the:^rm 
'i have' broadcast some of. : Delahey*. 

M'-S .•'•••'!••' .?**»»»«•«» 

u &> - r.tysxt^f . .. >;V. • il taWWo/Ia A -.1 V- nnKf 


C^.’V ‘ 4 , ■ ' . • •• 


have 


f> ; • ' T 


- 3 - 






Constance Brexel 


' Constance Drexel was born in Darnst^ Germany, on 
Her; -family immigrated to the United States in 1895# arriving in Boston, -Mas sacHu^ 

' She\.became an American citizen through the naturalization of her father^ : ' r ^^'c^^|i^^ 

Dreahl, ^on April 3, 1899* -From 1919 to 1939, she was outside of • 

about half of the time. She claims that in 1939 she was called to. Geraia^/b'^ 

of the mental breakdown of her mother. On November 20, 1942, she 'filed -ah appLica-''>||||y 

tion f or extension of her American passport through the Swiss authorities. It 


contains the following statement: 


H I was called to Germany because of the mental break- 
down of my mother in 1939. She is new a patient in an 
institution near VHLesbaden, Germany, and in no condition to 
have traveled to the United States. I did not feel that I 
could desert her and- that is v&y I remained. In speaking 
for the German radio, I am following my own ideas j I am not 
speaker about political or military matters but reporting 
cultural matters such as activities in the theater, music 
and the film* '* 


‘ ", , ' I 


\ 
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A. review of Drexel 1 s file disclosed a few broadcasts made 


ade by her, dealing || 
ntain statements A > 


“‘•Vi 


social conditions in Germany# They ) .do not" appear to. c st&l^eri^^ 

themselves could form a basis for a prosecution for treason. 


The Strategic Services Unit of the War Department has advised that ,:Dr ? axeI||| 
l^a^^.'w^s'straijdisa in Germany and since she needed money she found.:' a-' job 'with 

SftftM on of the Rat chmindflinV- •• Aonorri-iriff to thorn. sho 


vi;'"' - ; ,;s 


^ tt I )r0Xe l is presently in the 
^^S^i|S^^feiSalzburg, Austria.. She is nnkno 

j-4. 


the CIC at 


is Tinknown to 


bo' ; the technicians twho;.- • • 




■ g'ha^^een interrogated; :\ IgtflC ) kas verified the 

oTln rlA v»a4* ' amivA 4 v% rtl « , a/ 1 . aaH 4—1 Art! Av*Air»h : 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO 
"'THE ATTORNEY GENERAL** 
AND REFER TO 

initials and number 


WB:AAR;al 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

March 8, 1943 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ELY 


Present status of cases of Amerloan radio 
broadcasters on Axis stations 


-*w 


There follows a summary of action taken to date in cases of 
Americans broadcasting over the Axis radio, which cases were brought 
to our attention in Part II of the report of the Psychological 
Warfare Branch, M.I.S. Not included in this summary are the cases 
of Jane Anderson, Robert H. Best, Constance Drexel, Fred Kaltenback, 
Edward Delaney, Douglas Chandler and Ezra Pound, which have been 
considered previously. 



STATES £ 
j SAVINGS „ 
&/BO NDS P.J&; 






Max Oscar Otto Koisohwitg (Berlin) 

This case has also been under investigation for sometime by 
the FBI. State Department reported to MIS that he was bom in 
Germany and -was naturalized at Long Island City on March 29 1935. 
nets contacted the FCC regarding monitoring of his broadcasts. In a 
memorandum of 3-8-43 we requested that it expedite its report con- 
cerning "that phase of the case. 


The MIS report identified above, lists many others and 
characterizes them as traitors. These others were either not 
Americans or are not engaged in broadcasting activities end thus 
nave not been disoussed herein. 


(A . °i- (?'. 

A. ABBOT ROSEN 
Attorney 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
-THE ATTORNEY GENERAL" 
AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
4 WASHINGTON, D. C. 

May 6, 1943- 


MEMORANDUM FOR L. M. C.. SMITH, 
Chief, Special War Policies Unit, 
Y/ar Division, 


Re: 

AMERICAN CITIZENS BROADCASTING 
FROM ENEMY CONTROLLED RADIO 
STATIONS . 


At our conference on April 29, 1943* you asked to be advised 
relative to the persons discussed in the confidential memorandum 
prepared on October 20 , 1942 , by the Psychological Warfare Branch 
of Military Intelligence Service, Yiar Department, -with the excep- 
tion of Fred W. Kaltenbach, Robert H. Best, Douglas Chandler, 

Edward L. Delaney, Constance Drexel, Jane Anderson and Ezra Pound. 
In accordance with your request I am setting out herein 'a summary 
of the pertinent facts contained in the Military Intelligence 
Service memorandum and supplemented by information obtained from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and other sources. 

Investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been 
requested as to those persons against whom it appears that treason 
cases might be developed by reason of their broadcasting activities 
Sufficient facts are not yet available, however, for presentation 
of any of the cases to a grand jury. It is contemplated, of 
course, to develop complete information concerning all of the 
individuals listed in the Military Intelligence Service memorandum 
whose activities may be in violation of some Federal statute. 


^DEFENSE 
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Do ‘’le t9i 




MAX OSCAR OTTO KOISCHffITZ : 

This man is a naturalized American citizen . The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is presently obtaining information relative 
to voice identification and the Federal Communications Commission 
is making a content analysis of his broadcasts. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ 


.-.' : . ; . November 10 , 1943 • 


MEMORANDOM FOE THE FILE/ 


. Re :'•••■ .. 
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FEEDERICKY.-' KALTENBACE, 
‘ et '• a3:v : , r TREASON . ' . 


On June 12, 1943* Harold" N. Graves, Jr., Assistant Director, 

: F. B. I. • S. of the F._ G. G., furnished me with his file copies of 
.-.recent ..broadcasts of Kaltenbach, Best, Chandler, ' Pound, 

(r. s "l(_z \ .. American Correspondent 

Commentators Conference. .. This material was returned to Mr. Graves, 
as of this date. 


SAMUEL C. EU, 
Attorney. . 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ,-.;.. . N*-' T. Elliff 


FROM : 


■ •• Mr. Samuel C. Ely . ; 


SUBJECT: AMERICAN RENEGADES IN EUROPE 


DATE: August 10, 1945, 


SCE:lr, ' 


146-28-237-1 


i V ’V . The present status of the. cases , against the eight 

V : b.dAmerican citizens who ; wer© indi'ctsd -f or. treason on July 26, .1943, ' 

in the District of Columbia, because of their activities on behalf. .. 
of the enemy in. the dissemination of propaganda to the United. States 
by radio, is as follows:' ■•:. ' ’ ■ * G. 

; EZRA POUND '.. v 

Pound is presently in, the custody of our military author! - 
, ;;'ties in Italy. He has, admitted, 'in a signed statement given to. 'the 
representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Italy, that 
he wrote script and made recordings for broadcast purposes, although 
he denies that he acted with any treasonable intent. Considerable 
. documentary evidence has been secured and made available to us, in- 
cluding original scripts, requests and receipts for payments for 
services rendered, and record books from the Rome radio station and 
the Italian Ministry of Popular Culture. A number of persons have- 
been interviewed and have furnished considerable information concerning 
Pound’s activities but two witnesses have not yet been located -who saw 
him make the same recording. - 

The Bureau has advised that a psychiatrist who examined 
Pound reported that due to advanced age and loss of personality 
resilience, premonitory symptoms of a mental breakdown are discernible 
in him. Immediately upon receipt of this information, the War Department 
was asked to obtain and furnish us a copy of the psychiatrist’s rsport 
and to have an independent examination made by another psychiatrist. 

This request was made by the War Department to the Commanding General of 
-the Mediterranean Theater of Operations but no reply has as yet been 
received. 

J EDWARD LEO DELANEY 


Delaney has been taken into custody by American military 
authorities. He was interviewed by an Army interrogation unit on 
June 27, 1945, at which time he stated that he had made no broadcasts 


2 





of "comments” since December 12, 1941, and that his subsequent broadcasts 
contained only official bulletins and newspaper items. The results of 
an interview with Delaney by the Bureau representative in Germany is 
expected in the near future. 

V DOUGLAS CHANDLER 

Chandler is presently in the custody of TJnited States Army 
authorities in Germany. He has been interviewed by the Bureau repre- 
sentative in Germany and it is expected that the results of this inter- 
view will be received in the near future. 

^ FREDERICK W. KALTENBACH 

Kaltenbaeh, according to newspaper reports, was taken into 
custody by the Russians in Berlin. The Bureau ha3 advised that further 
details are expected in the near future relative to Kaltenbaeh’ s appre- 
hension and place of incarceration, but as yet no further information"" 
has been received. 

MAX OSCAR OTTO KOISCHYfITZ 

The Bureau’s representative in Germany has advised that he 
has received unconfirmed information that Koischwitz died of tuberculosis 
in 1944. An effort is being made to verify this report. 

\> CONSTANCE DREXEL' 


According to newspaper reports Drexel was located in Vienna, 
Austria. The Bureau has advised that she will pres umab ly be placed in 
custody by our military authorities and at that time will be interviewed 
by the Bureau representative in Germany. No further information has 
been received. 

V/ ROBERT H. BEST 
^ JANE ANDERSON 

No information has as yet been developed by the Bureau 
representative' in Germany relative to these subjects. Their present 
whereabouts is unknown. 


Explicit instructions have been given the Bureau in various 
memoranda relative to the investigation desired in these cases. The 
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fact that each, overt act of treason must he established by two witnesses 
has been stressed and the Bureau has been informed that we parfci culajrly 
desire that two witnesses be developed, if possible, who can testify to 
the actual making of the same recording. The citizenship status and 
possible expatriation of each defendant is being verified. These cases 
are being followed closely and we are making every effort' to expedite 
the investigation. 

It is believed that as soon as an overt act of treason can 
be proved by the required number of witnesses, each of the defendants 
should be returned immediately- to the United States. New indictments 
should be secured, and as the present indictments were returned in the 
District of Columbia, it would appear that the defendants should he 
returned here if possible. The War Department has advised that it will 
return these persons to any district in which, we desire to prosecute. 

There is attached a list of alleged American citizens who 
have been reported as having collaborated in various ways during the 
war with Germany and Italy. The Bureau has been instructed to conduct 
investigation for the purpose of verifying the citizenship of these 
persons and their reported treasonable activities, with the exception 
of those who cannot be identified or against whom prosecution is clearly 
not warranted upon the facts or the law. ' It c ann ot he determined at 
this time, of course, in which cases facts may be established that will 
disclose a violation of our treason statute for which prosecution will 
he justified. It presently appears probable, however, that if sufficient 
evidence can-' -be obtained the prosecution of .£■, -//" , 

&'?':( C will be warranted. 


t 
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Director, Federal • Bureau of Investigation 
; Tberon L* Caudle,. Assistant- Attorney General 
Egra Pound?, Treason 


October 19/ 1945 



TIjC;SCE:ejk 
146-7-3672 / 

S\ « . 


rlans are presently being made for the return of this 
subject to the United States and for the subsequent .pres, station 
; of the facts relative to his activities o£ a : trBasonable nature 
.to .a, grand jury .in the District of Columbia, uiiere. it is expected .. 
that he ?&11 be returned* 

A request is being made to the Department of State to 
. make the necessary arrangeroonts to bring, to the United States, 
during the first week of Kovosiber, 1945 > if possible, the follow- 
ing named persons; 



ift O(C) 


Cfi OC C) 


Let o ( c ) 


Ease Italy 
or Radio 1IAR 683051 

Rose, Italy 
or Radio ElA.ii 633051 

Milan, Italy 



\ 



Telephone Radio Milano 380351 


(/y , ? / f'" ' 

L. j 

Reese, Italy 


Rome, Italy 
or Radio ZI&R 633051 

Rapallo, Italy 

Rapallo, Italy 


Rome, Italy 


Apartment 1# 


Ho* 1 , 


lie sue, Italy 


cc Records k"' 
Chron* 

Ely 


Rasa, Italy 

» 

Rome, Italy 

who have knowledge of Pound’s activities and with whom we vfish to 
confer prior to his return to the United States. As they will in 

4 ■%. 
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all probability be used as "witnesses both before the grand Jury 
and in the subsequent trial in the event an indictment is re- 
turned, it is expected that thq, trill remain in the United States 
during the interim period. 

These ipdividuals will be advised by the State Department 
that they trill receive round- trip trans porta ti on* .and food and 
lodging -while in the United States, and that a fhir and reasonable 
additional- cash compensation Will be agreed upon whdh they arrive . ' 
in this country. It is be ieved that your representatives in 
Rome can be of considerable assistance in facilitating these ar- 
rangements and it is desired that they cooperate in every way 
with the State Department: in- this regard. . - * 

The salaries of the above- listed persons who are presently 
employed should be ascertained, if possible, as this information 
will be very helpful to us in arriving at the amount of cash 
compensation each is to receive. 

It is requested that your representaives in Italy secure 
the necessary release for . from the Commissario 

of Radio Milano, (p, 7(C) Milan, 

Italy, and that similar action be taken on behalf of others, if 
necessary. 

It is desired that . dp, r /CC) be 

brought to the United States as prospective witnesses, but further 
facts must be obtained concerning them in order that they may be 
sufficiently identified to the State Department* Mt C) has been 
described as an American citizen and an Intelligence Officer of 
the Armed Forces of the United States^ however, the Yfar Depart- 
ment has advised that it has no record of such person, \ <e,1ic ) 
is a German citizen who is incarcerated at the Careers Minors nni 
in Rome, but we have no informations© to whether he is in the 
custody of the American or the Italian authorities • Additional 
data identifying these persons further should be obtained as soon 
as possible. CCcV rank and serial number are important. 

As it is probable that grand jury action will be taken 
against Pound in the near future, it is desired that the results 
of all investigation be made available to the Criminal Division 
as expeditiously- as possible. 
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October 29, 1945 


EJi:r DC :ac 


ilr. W. Bruce Matthews 
United States marshal 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Marshal Matthews; 



Arrangements have been made with the State 
Department for the attendance of the following named Italian 
citizens to appear as witnesses for the government in the 
grand jury investigation of Ezra Pound which will be held 
in Washington, .'U. C. 


Houndtrip transportation will be supplied to each. 

In addition each witness will receive £-10 per day fee and 47 
per diem in lieu of subsistence. 

These expenses are payable from the special 
allotment of 425>000 under the appropriation "1560311.002 - 
Fees of witnesses, Department of Justice, 1946”. The vouchers 
should refer to the fact that the expenses are chargeable to 
such allotment and should refer to the date of this authorization. 


: iO A NO MAO 


Very sincerely. 


oec ii mi 


■ Vi.'Oc 


fm er. }\ Mc-ia 


James P. McGranery,"' 
assistant to the Attorney General - /0 
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oi' I nveetd Ration 


The Director, federal Bureau of I rvvsetd Ration 
t heron. L * Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal I46-7-3-.72 


iiQVOXt.’.Z 
r-n * - 7 * r 


Division 


r </ 


-sra. Pound 


Reference i.s sade to previoua correspondence ia the above entitled : 


Would you kindly forward to the Criainal Division for use in the 
preparation of trial the following exhioitai 


13 record books known as B Decelith tt , nmfcered 1G, 11, 13# 14# 16, 

1?, IS, 21, 12, 23, 24, 25 and £6, *bich sera found by the Bureau 
on J une ' j 

4 original color books containing green, and adits sheets called 
“Rapcorto di leg i a fcr aaiosi 0 . 

A •recordings .aade by Pound and found in the basement at 
S*X«A«2U bearing ausbers 26301# 29767, 33S37 and 36911. 

All of the amove adhibits war® referred to- in the bureau 1 a nssoraadua 
datc-d Ceyteshor U, I >44. 

Would you alio uletse seed the 29 additional recordings found by 
f < on August 29, 1945, referred to in your aesorcuxdum of 
October 10, 1345- 


CC : ?„ecords 4 k* 
Ghron. 
Anderson 
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iJovrtxsbvsr 50, 1945 


•• . ; (j-i r iCc ).• • ' . 

F'liix 4 Ka^mlls Coapmcr/-, 

554 Fourth Averaie, 

Hu* lurk, fte* fork. 

Dear • (ptOiCY ■ - ■'.*.• 

I fvish to acknowledge your letter of Hovosabsr 15, 1945, 
in which you state that your could possibly direct us to 
a file of the privets papers of E&ra pound , 

77 e shall b& very glftd to receive any iiiiormatioh /our 
aa.y have !„j» this aatter and *;ish to thank you for xr thing uc 
regsrul «g it. 

Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General, 



XHSROU L. CAUDLE, 
Assistant Attorney General, 


Records 
Chron. 
Mr, Ely 
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. H f N (V >T/uSOA?ll*' » NAhRlfKibt' * 1 Hi. COI.HCH > r.\M>AK.l> - l'HF. MaNDaKI) - TMt-NJ-'W OO M PR l H N»l V f. > I ,\> UARI»« • THE (ONCIJt STAJJO.UO 

tej'y(cj 


November 13, 1945 


. Office of the Attorney General ■ 

. • Department of Justice ‘ •' / 

: "Washington, D. G, 

Sir: 

Concerning the present investigation of Ezra Pound: My 

lp,~l ccs long stationed in Italy, has asked me to inform your 
office that he could direct you to a considerable file of 
the private papers of Ezra Pound, unless those papers have 
been removed since he left Italy in August. He haB not 
previously known to whom this information should he sent. 

Respectfully, 

\M<c) 

(e,it c.) \ 





-r^TC 


DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION February 12, 1?U6 

THERON L. CAUDLE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, TLC:BBA:CMK 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

TREASON INVESTIGATIONS IN EUROPE 1146-28-237-1 

» f - >3 "7 - / 

Reference is made to your memorandum of February 1, I9I46, 

■ In the above matter. 

I am enclosing four copies of a list of persona who are 
suspects in treason investigations, in compliance "with’ the suggestion 
made' in your memorandum above referred to . You Trill note that this 
list includes persons not only in Europe but in China, Japan and the 
Philippines and that it includes those which are being actively 
investigated and also those Trho are not being actively investigated 
as it is thought that the Strategic Service Unit of the War Department 
may be able to furnish some information on some of the inactive cases 
•which -will assist in developing them into good cases. It id.ll be 
appreciated if we may be furnished irith this information at an early 
date. 


TLC :DBA jCMK 


Attachments 


CC: Records A- 

Chron. 
Anderson 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 

, FROM : 
> SUBJECT: 


Mr. Caudle 
Mr. Elliff 
TREASON CASES 


DATE: March 25, 1946 

NTEjlr 

146-28-237-1 


Reference is made to Mr. Gooch* s message dated March 16, 

1946, and to the attached proposed reply* 

After careful consideration, I feel that we should 
definitely request that mental examinations be made of any subjects 
who are brought here for prosecution. This may not prevent a 
repetition of the Pound case. However, if we should bring over a 
subject for treason prosecution who is found to be mentally 
incompetent and it develops that we have not had a mental examination 
made, we shall be subject to great criticism. 

Each such case receives great notoriety, regardless of what 
we may do to prevent it* Every effort should be made to surround 
any treason prosecution with the proper safeguards against premature 
or ineffectual- action. We know of no way to protect , ourselves oel this 
score but to have the best possible mental examination made before the 
Department brings a subject across the ocean for prosecution for 
treason. I therefore suggest that Mr.., Gooch be instructed to have 
every subject given a mental examination before he or she is brought to this 
country for prosecution for treason. 


I am advised that Mr. Rogge speaks German and Lr> 
who is accompanying him, of course speaks German. There would therefore 
seem to be no need for Mr. Woerheide to assist the Rogge mission as 
interpreter, unless there are other reasons for the assignment. 
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: The Attorney General ■ 


UNITED STATES • :GOYERNMENTUN 7. 


DATS : . Mar ch ■2p^ . l -19h.6' • • 

----- / TLC:DA^hgNA^:^NK *s/ 
;// : . -/^2^237-l ;l / A ' fU 




1 A '.- Theron L. /Caudle, .-Assistant. Attorney. General / 146-28-237-1 . -y ' 

i^^S^UBjECT.-r .Treason- Cases., , '•■■•• -/v. -y/ , /•-.-■ • • « n s > , 

- \ ' / • ,-. .;.../// /,/. v, • •■ . -• ^ / y , 

■ V/^N/T/; Colonel- Mclner ney has prepared a proposed. 

.-./Mr . .Gooch stating-' not /to '• Hold 'psychiatric ^ex 2 jsination^/LniEi^De/^^^^A^ 
oi 'treason. suDiects. -iWe 'disagree as vie believe such • • exaaxmt lonsm^J t&KV 1 . - 


IIP 


),’ K- ; 




•f.-'.us and the one ; suggested by Colonel Mclnerney . 7-y 


; ■ • i'.-. .'- /.!_ ' * t-"!’ i't- - '. ' ’ 

• . A- N : /A'' ! / . 






'.;/ . . .-/However, it -.is /suggested you; may want to formulate! a( ipolicy //£//// 

7/herein if 'any subject/ against whom treason can be' provedA^tentelly^/ /yU. 
deficient to stand trial, -that such individual be brcught/.back^td-tbis- , 
country and given a -sanity, hearing before a jury, and ;if; ; -juditipAly- : /. 
determined- by the ' court/ to; be unfit to stand trial, that^he/bejj&cart/ 
cerated a.s -was done in the case of Ezra Pound. It -may -be' well 'to/' 'A/ / - 
consider this phase because, the public then will know that' if sanity// y 
is restored that indivual .will.be tried. Otherwise, such individual//-// ; <: . 
if this policy is not formed, could remain in a foreign country/." /I "' 

regain his health and go unpunished. - -, / "//•’ ■'/:'/t/' 

' With reference to Colonel Mclner ney T s suggestion that: Mrv/T^//' / 
Woerheide assist Mr. Hogge as an. interpreter, wc feel that Mr . Woe rAeidei i ;j 
can be of more service where he is, in view of the. fact that/Mrl|R6gge'.: ' / 
speaks German and I am advised that y.- 7 - . is to - accompany;- him 1-- 

..to Germany and she, of course, speaks German. ://-■>■ - • 
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25 . BJMiMEStao 


November 3, 1949 


Buenos Aires 
Argentine Republic 




Dear . {<?,'•( CX^ 


This acknowledges your letter of Octobe&iq, 1949 > 
reporting non-payment to you of the final sum authorized for 
your service as a government witness in the case of United States 
v. Ezra Pound. ;V ;’t ■’ 'X '' . 


The State Department is being requested to investigate 
this matter and to inform this office of the results. Upon 
receipt of further infoctoation, you will bo advised, in the 
event your address should be changed, please inform this office. 

.. . / Sincerely yours, ^ 


Sp'A* Androtta 

i n — j > -if L 111 — . it — i 


the 

• .c^vr;v !;x 


v;.> ;• af’f-VV. 
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2$ ■ EJMxKEStac 



November 3 > 1949 



The Honorable . 

The Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Chief, Division of Protective Services. 

My dear Mr. Secretary:. V ' . 

This has reference to my letter of Aprils, 194$, authorizing 
the American Consul in Rome to pay from the Department of Justice 
funds;;$85 to each' r o £ ’. the; seven ^XtalJ^jCitizens who served asL 
government witnesses, in the case of Onited States v. Ezra Pound, 
in the District of , Columbia ; . 

This office is now in receipt of a letter from (f, ‘7CC ) 
one of the witnesses, in which he reports, his inability to collect , 
his payment of $85 because he is presently residing in Buenos Aires.* 



It is requested that information be secured from the American 
Consul in Rome to. -show if the payment of $85 was ever, made to &.7(c ) ; 

and, if so, the date of- payment and address to which the 
check was sent. ’ V. 




. Sincerely yours. 



r r - • • i -■ • 

V^-r- 



: S, A. Andretta 
Administrative Assistant 
' to the Attorney General 


Enc. 439324 
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25 EJMtMESrac 


December l6y 1949 


Buenos Aires - : 

Argentine Republic 


Further reference is made to your lett ed of October 19/ 1949# 
concerning the payment of a fee to you for services As a government 
■witness in the case' of United States vi: Ezra Pound. : 


The State Department is being requested today to make -4 
arrangements for the American Consul at Buenos Aires to. pay you 
your. fee. i' r ; •' 


It is suggested that you contact that office in the near 


future 


Sincerely yours. 


S. A. Andretta 


to./th e Attorney CJenera’ 




S corotary ' of Stab® 

; .' . tfaehington, D, C. •. 

•.'4; : '• Attention*; Chief, 




«y.de*r i/br. .5'ooretary't ; : ,4fV ; 

' • Further -r e|dretta® is wade $0 do^ofi^ffl^aoe £r o» this 

. ' •:••, off j.00 cantoning of t^p ^ o^Uih~ s^en Italian • 

’cliilaons *ho ^nrved' W r&co'ernn«nt witnesses lar the cane of United ;-' 
>V:'-/Bt&t<^ t. Sera. iHrirnd, i&atrict of Colossi^# ,. 

■■ ^:. ; •'; •:,- . «'<e Amorica^Cdilsul in; Buenos Air as '• 

•;■••' >. be iaat-rdoted W. p% ? ;, (/,'KC'i 

rv^:’. Bdenop Aires, to'jgeritine Republic, the jsnia -of &85 ttf drawing a draft 
against .the ayoeiai allotsaent of $ 50,000 under the appropriation . 

: : K l50d3XivCW2 Fooi : of witn^8os, v ^p®rtiaont . of just toe, 195P. B : 

/ • ; tfi‘liX \ is being 1«^ quoted to contact ; tho b '■ ;.* 

: ;^f office for this payoenhi . 




STANOARD FORM NO. 64 


Office J^e^%dYClYlduv / l • united States government 


TO : Janes M. Mclnerney, Assistant Attorney" General, DATE: 

Criminal Division 

from AGy/i Hi an E. Foley, Chief, Internal Security Section 
SUBJECT: EZRA FOUND: 


Treason. 


June 5, 19 5 D 

•J . ’ t « i iiT t cJTl 

116-7-3672 / 

146-28-1935 

146-23-2001 


Transmitted herewith are memoranda regarding the three 
above named individuals. In the Pound case Miss Fillius recommends 
against any action at this time to reopen sanity proceedings or to 
dismiss the indictment. In the case Miss .Fillius recommends 

that the facts be presented to a grand jury, and in the y \ ■ case 
Mr. De Wolfe and Mr. Knapp recommend against prosecution. 

For reasons set forth herein I am in agreement with the 
conclusions in the Pound and ..^iv cases. In the L .•/»': • case it 
is my opinion that while a successful prosecution might result, I 
recommend against any action at this date. 

As to the Found case it is generally known that the 
conditions of confinement of Pound have been made as agreeable 
as possible and efforts have been made in his behalf to obtain 
his discharge on the grounds that he is sane, while at the same 
time efforts 7/ere made to induce the Department to ask dismissal 
of the indictment against him. It is also known that Pound was 
adjudged insane at the time of the sanity hearing by the "new 
school" of psychologists and that in the opinion of many he is 
no more insane than most of the other persons who have been 
indicted and convicted of treason since the close of World War II. 

In 1948 at the time efforts v/ere made to obtain Pound’s release, 
this Department addressed a letter to the Superintendent of 
Saint Elizabeth 1 s Hospital who advised by letter of November 23, 

1948 that in his opinion Pound ?/as not mentally competent to stand 
trial when admitted to the hospital, and it is unlikely that there 
would be any substantial improvement in his condition.. In view of 
the data contained in Miss Fillius’ memorandum, it would appear 
impossible to reopen sanity proceedings in the light of Dr. Qver- 
holser’s conclusion. Sven though the indictment be faulty, however, 

I agree vrith Miss Fillius that the Department should under no cir- 
cumstances take any action looking toward the dismissal of the 
indictment. / ___ ’ 

In the 1 case it appears very likely that a successful- 
defense on the ground of duress could be established. Likewise, 
there. would be some difficulty in proving intent and the sufficiency 
of the overt acts. The Department's experience with juries in recent 


V 

r 

v 


9 / 


r " treason oases militates- against prosecution where overt .acts are 
not strongly supported. Furthermore , in the .case of broadcasters 
the Department's experience has also shown that the substance of 
the material must bs of a flagrant nature. 

'.'fails Hiss Fillius has -written a persuasive memorandum 
in the case, I believe that the following observations 

are pertinent and are the bases upon -which I disagree -with her 
; recommendation. In the first place, while this factor does not 

/ concern guilt or innocence, it is my opinion that five years having 

passed since the conclusion of the war, any prosecution for treason 
based upon radio broadcasts made during the war must involve material 
reflecting a strongly anti-American bias aimed toward affecting the 
war effort. In the light of this factor the 4v;,;y; case proved to 
be a comparatively insignificant one, and the 7.- . •• - case would, I 
believe, be even less significant and. less convincing" to a jury. Of 
the overt acts for -which proof is now available, most of them involve 
' broadcasts of a pacifist nature and involve y ; 'f; . pet theory of 
energocracy. It is true that there are some more violent statements 
. -which Hiss Fillius lists as possible overt acts, proof of -which -would 
require additional investigation, probably involving sending someone 
to Japan to obtain necessary witnesses. At this point the : ' 

and yl/ cases are similar and Mr. De'Jolf e 1 s conclusion as to expense 
and the need of additional investigation would apply with regard to 
the case should it be decided to use those acts which 

Hiss Fillius calls possible overt acts. I believe also that the 
• h ~ case is not as distinguishable from the " case as 
Mr. DeWolfe assumes in his conclusion. The Provoo case is, of course, 
different, being based on much more serious acts than radio broadcasting 
alone. ■in fact, :,ir. Story has stated that the Grand Jury in the Provoo 
case questioned the advisability of including any overt acts relating 
to radio broadcasts. 

It is noted that Mr. SLliff in 1946 recommended against 
prosecution of on the grounds of insanity. Since that time 

has been in my office and I -would say from one contact with 
him that he appears to be as eccentric as any -who have been indicted 1 
for treason and from all of the facts available it would not be 
surprising if he -were adjudged insane. I agree that is 

thoroughly despicable and that there is proof of intent. I am not 
sure, however, that a jury would agree he intended to aid the Japanese 
on the basis of the overt acts for which witnesses are new available. 
These tend generally to favor a pacifist, anti-war attitude. His 
statements against President Roosevelt are probably r.ot in themselves 
treasonable although I do agree that a prisoner of war does not have 
the same freedom to criticise the President as, for example, the 
Chicago Tribune. In the event it is decided to present the facts in 
- ■' -- > case to a grand jury, it should be borne in mind, I believe, 


that the case -would, probably be 
possible that ^:, 7 (C) Mormon 
he -was a prisoner of war may be 
for the defendant. 


presented in Idaho where it is 
background and the fact that 
used to considerable advantage 


Attachment 


t 

t 

*■ :5c: 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


“r’Sjjice MeMbrandum 
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UNITEDOTATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


'Ur. Mclnemey 


FR&ffijJ 3£p . Whearty 
subject: Esra Pound; 


Treason. 


date: June 6, 1950 
JUM:BPW:DJ 

146-7-3672 J 
146-23-1935 
146-23-2001 


In his single transmittal memorandum Mr. Foley has forwarded 
individual recommendations with respect to the disposition of the above 
three treason cases. 

As to the Pound case, it is recommended, and Mr. Foley concurs, 
that no steps be taken at the present time to reopen the question of 
Pound's sanity. I also concur in this recommendation. The basic memo- 
randum indicates that extreme difficulty would' be encountered in meeting 
our burden of proof if Pound were declared sane and the Government forced 
to trial. However, I don’t see any point to initiating any investigation 
at this time to remove these deficiencies. If and when Pound is declared 
sane, a then current appraisal of the available evidence will have to be 
made and, in any event, some investigation probably conducted to locate 
witnesses and refresh their recollections. Any investigation undertaken 
now would appear futile since it would have to be repeated at such 
future date . 

With respect to the case, both Mr. Foley and I concur 

in the recommendation of Messrs. DeWolf e said Knapp that prosecution be 
dropped. However, I understand Mr. Ford thinks the case should be 
prosecuted. This is undoubtedly a matter which will have to be cleared 
through him. 




■ With respect 'to the -.-V case. Miss Fillius who wrote the 
basic memorandum recommends prosecution. Mr. Foley disagrees, placing 
bis disagreement on the grounds of t " mental lack of balance 

and the fact that the bulk of his broadcast material is of a pacifist 
nature, and emphasised personal theory of “energocracy 

However, r ; record of collaboration with the Japanese was such 
that X believe the case warrants prosecution. It may be that the case 
also will have to be cleared finally by Mr. Ford or the Attorney 
General . 
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, 

Criminal Division iff. 


Treason Investigations 


October 24, 1946 

TLCiSCEjlr 

146-28-237-1 


This is in reply to your memorandum of October 4, 1946, 
relative to the request of V Lp\'L (.O') of the Propaganda 

Branch of G-2, Washington, D.C» , for information concerning Bara 
Pound, Donald Day and other treason subjects being held by the. 
United States Arny in Europe at the> present time. 

There would appear to be no objection to giving (e/lCci ) 
information of a general nature oonoerning these subjects* 
activities of a treasonable nature. However, it would not be 
advisable to disolose any faota of an evidentiary nature. As 
your memorandum does not specify the type of information desired 
by (jri'ICC ) it is not possible for me to state unequivocally 
whether or not you should reply to her request. 
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, October 23, 1047 


Hr. John 2. Eetl 

Foreign. Activity Correlation Division 
Department of State 
Tfsehlngton,, D* C. 

Dear Mr. Heals 



This relates to your reference Fora dated October 8,. 
1347, transmitting to Mr* 3. FronSoe, Criminal Division, 
Dopartiooat of Justice, letters frota J* P. Huddleston, First , 
Secretary of Sabas sy and Consul, Hone, and ';£.v : --'’v. 

!' i r ' C c dated July 28, and May 24, ' 1947, rospcativdiy, : : '.’; 
requesting additional ,pftyisente for the seven Italian oitltens. 
•sho served as^got'eraiivsnt witnesse* in- the case of United 
States v. S&ra Found. 


On February 19, 1948, Lieutenant Colonel Jaases W. Kirk, 
Division of Central Services, Department of State, was requested 
to sake arrangement e for the payment of traxs sportatiou from 
Paris to Reno sad Miles, &a 'Roll to ’billeting end seas' in Parle 
until train departure tine of these -witnesses. Such expenses, 
wrere reinburaed to. the State. Cepartaont by this office 0n;.. 

; .April 11, 1940, hand it is felt that euffioient pa^nents were 
made to the witnesses # ; .Yho matter;' of redeeming the portion of 
■ railroad tickets Kdiioh had expired would appear to be one for - 
the. -witnesses to have taken up vrith the off iae which Issued the. 
tickets. Ko father aotioUj thefefbre, appears to be necessary.'; 

. Sincerely yours. 


. &+ A.. Andretta 
' Administrative Abo i a taut 
' to the; Attorney General 



• <(£$’ „ ~ 

Office Memorandum • united states 


DATE: April 20, 


14 6-7-3672 

to : Mr. S. A. Andretta 

Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General 
from : 3. j. Hatchett 

Chief, Accounts Branch 
SUBJECT: Additional payments, Italian witnesses, United States v. Ezra pGund 




ism 

Records Div,... 
•'h. lortheii.... 

| -Ur. Loven 

r>iv 


On behalf of the seven Italian witnesses who served in the above-mentioned case, 

one of the witnesses, makes a second plea for additional 
payments /which they feel are due them because of their delay in travel between 
Paris and Rome* On October 15, 1947, in response to the first plea, I recommended 
that no additional payments be made since it appeared that the only financial 
hardship they encountered was the two-day detention at the Swiss border and 
possibly the cost of the portion of rail tickets whioh were not valid at the border* 


To be just and impartial, a further review was made of the facts, which are 
herewith broken down into the phases of (l) original agreements, (2) actual 
payments, (3) requested additional payments and (4) recommendations: 


1 . 


Agreements 

(aj~ 


It was agreed to pay each witness raundtrip transportation and 
$17 per day ($10 for fee and $7 per diem in lieu of subsistence), 
such subsistence and compensation payable up to the time of re turn, 

to their home s in Italy, j L/--- .-A- ~ 

(b) This office requested the State Department to have 7 theANerican — 
Consul in Paris arrange for transportation from Fanis to Rome ' a 3' 
well as to make the necessary arrangements for their billeting and 
mess while in Paris. 


L 1 
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2* Payments. ,.. -f Gi.- v, 

(a) .‘.On February 26, 1946, final payments of $17 per day, through March 1 

and 2, 1945 (contemplated arrival dates in Milan and Rome, respectively) 
were made and transportation requests were furnished from Washington, 

D. C. to Paris. 

(b) This Department reimbursed the State Department $210*67 to cover meals 
and hotel accommodations during their delay in Paris .. .February 28 
through March 5. The State Department was also reimbursed $135,34 for 
rail transportation from Paris to Rome and Milan, 

3 . Request , 

(a) $17 per day for the period March 1 through 10, date of actual arrival 
in Roms • 


4. Recommendations. 



The unexpected delay in Paris may be attributed to this Department 
in allowing insufficient time for such detailed arrangements to be 
made by the Embassy in Paris (cable received in Paris 8 days prior 
to the arrival of the witnesses), especially in view of the high 
priority system for travel in those days. Such difficulties could 
not be fully appreciated in this country, and it certainly cannot 
be said the witnesses 7/ere at fault. The fact that a portion of 
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of their tickets was declared, inavlid at the Swiss border is 
probably true; securing refunds for unused tickets is un- 
doubtedly a major operation and impossible in a foreign, country. 
Taking these facts into consideration, it is felt that the 
witnesses may be justified in requesting some additional compensa- 
tion to off-set their expenses from Paris to Rome. Id seems we are 
bound to fulfill our contract of providing roundtrip transportation, 
regardless of invalid tickets. 

In view of the fact that the mess and billet was paid by this 
Department during their 6-day stay in Paris, a further compensation 
for this period is not deemed necessary. 

(a) It is recommended that additional compensation for a period of five 
days, rather than the requested ten, be authorized. This will cover 
the four-day delay from Paris to destination as well as compensate 
to a large extent for rail fare over that portion of the trip. Such 
an authorization. ($17 per day to 7 witnesses for 5 days) would 
involve a total expenditure of $595.00 from the special allotment of 
$50,000, Fees of Y/itnesses, Department of Justice, 1946, in which 
appropriation there is an approximate balance of $30,000. 

An appropriate letter of authorization, for the signature of The Assistant to 

the Attorney General, is attached. 


Approved: 




"■*? 
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V..'S" r. April 29, 1948 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Secretary! 

Reference is wade to Form DS-14 dated March 29, 1946, fro® Mr. 

John D. Neal, Foreign activity Correlation Division, transmitting to 
Mr. S. A. Andretta, Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General, 
letters from yvr ( £ : and M. William Blake, Second 

Secretary of Embassy and Consul, Erne, Italy, dated December 21, 1947 
and February 27, 1946, respectively, again requesting additional 
payments to the seven Italian citizens who served as government 
witnesses in the case of United States v. Ezra Pound from November, 

1945 through February, 1946. 

Further consideration has bean given these requests, and it is 
still the opinion of this Department that the provision of billet and 
meals during the six-day delay of the witnesses in Petris, en route to 
Italy, was adequate compensation. Taking into account the further delay 
and expenses incurred froia Paris to Italy, undoubtedly oaused by post- 
war transportation restrictions and priorities, it has been concluded 
that an additional payment of $17 per day for & period of five days to 
each witness is the maximum adjustment which con be allowed. 

It ia, therefore, requested that the proper American Consul 
arrange for the payment of $17 per day for a period of five days, or a 
total of #85 to eaah of the following individuals! 



It will bo greatly appreciated if your Department will draw a draft 
against the special allotment of $50,000 under the appropriation 
”1560511.002 - Fees of 'Jiitneasos, Department of justice, 1940” to 
cover these aocounts* for the period March 6 through 10, 1946. 


Tours sincerely. 








A person who identified himself as a practicing 

physician in the District of Columbia, called at this office today 
to inquire whether the Department contemplated prosecution of 
Ezra Pound. - ' .* said that . .. who is interested in poetry 

has frequently visited Pound at St. Elizabeth's Hospital and . 
has also visited' him and feels sure that Pound is quite sane. He 
indicated that Pound has considerable freedom at the hospital and 
is continually in communication with many leading poets and literary 
figures.. He expressed his opinion that since Pound is so obviously 
sane he should either be released from St. Elizabeth's Hospital or 
brought to trial and said that he would recommend that Pound take 
steps to obtain his release. 
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146 - 7-3672 

November 1943 



Dr. Winfred Overholser 
Superintendent 
St. KLisabeth’s Hospital 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr* Overholser: . 

From time to time, this Department receives 
inquiries concerning the present mental condition 
of Dr. Ezra Pound who, as you know, X3 under indict- 
ment for treason in the District of Columbia. Re- 
cently, a local physician, who identified himself 
a 3 4 , / dc \ called upon the Department to ascertain 
whether the Department contemplated trial of Pound 
or would object to his release. advised 

that 6 -. h'C who is interested in poetry frequently 
visits Pound and that Pound, whoa they both believe 
to be quite sane, is in continual corammicatlon with 
many leading poets, and literary figures. 

The Department is interested in your opinion 
as to Pound’s mental condition and particularly wishes 
to be advised whether it is your opinion that Pound is 
now sufficiently sane to stand trial on the charges 
against hira* : 

Respectfully, 



Chrono . 

Mr . Foley 




VB-SC&-ESH 


Boveober 7, 1S42 


Sol frod Ealtenbaoh; 
(146-28-237) 

Constance Drexel; 
(l46-?28— 229) 

Robert H. Boat; 
(146-28-248) 


for vm files 

Edward Loo Delaney, with aliases 
(146-28-240) 

Joae Anderson, with aliases 
( 146-28-233) 

Dr. Karp. Pound; 


(148-7-3673) 


Douglas Chandler 
(146-25-233) 


Mr.. Jawae MclnerUey, Chief, National Defense Section* and the 
writer, conferred with \ (/il( C) Supervisor, Foderal Bureau of 

Investigation, on November 2, 1943, relative to the prospective in- 
dictments to he sought against the above-nousd subjects for treason. 
7he evidence necessary for the succe&sful prosecution of the casco 
was discussed end it was concluded that the Bureau should conduct 
further investigation relative to each of the above-named subjects 
in accordance with the following suggest ions, son a of which have been 
previously transmitted to the Bureau; 


(f, V t &^ and other 

radio comsentator a and newspaper non and voaen, as well as members 
of the State Departnont or other persona who hod been in Geraany or 
Italy pr^or to the entry into the war and who idbght have information 
conoornin^tho above subjects should bo interviewed* In addition to 
any general information which con be obtained from then, it should be 
p^tietxlarly ttacai?^ tainod whether they may have seen the subject/ in any 
enemy broadcasting station, were present while he or she was conduct- 
ing a broadcast or Iwtve other information of value to which they could 
testify that would tend to prove that the subject*, whs- engaged in such 
activity; whether they are fanjiligr with the subject' a voice and could 
identify it; if so, whether they have heard any of the enesy propa- 
ganda broadcasts purportedly made by the subject ainae December 8, 1 941-^ 
and have rocognixod the voice of the speaker as that of the subject; 
and whether the subject may have acknowledged to them the fact he or 
ah® hr. a engaged in such broadcasting. 
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Acquaintances* friends and relatives of the subject should be 
located and interviewed with respect to their ability to identify 
the subject’s voice and as to whether they also have listened to 
tho broadcasts attributed to the subjeat, and have recognised his or 
her voice. 

With, reference to Fred KhLtenbach, it would appear that (r , '/( C 
a '<ay«rly, love, attorney, might have information of value 
in this respect. According to infonsation received by the Bureau, 

(ft / r 7 ( r \ mentioned in a number of that subject’s 

broadcasts. 

In regard to the identification, of the subject’s voice by per- 
sona familiar with it, but who have never hoard it on the radio, it 
was suggested thr.t the Federal Bureau of Investigation might give suoh 
persons an opportunity to hear tho subject*© programs or the record- 
ing thereof and thus ascertain if identification could bs mads. 

ParsonB employed by the Federal Communications Commission in con- 
nection with the receiving, recording and transcribing of the subject’s 
broadcasts should be interviewed relative to tho date the broadcasts 
ware first received by the Federal Coasiunic&tions doamiasioa anrl as to 
their ability to identify tho voice of the broadcaster as being the 
same from that date to tho present time. 

She following persons are listed on the copies of the transcripts 
of the broadcasts as being transcribers or ndxiitors: 


it I 


'f f 


A certified copy of the subject’s birth certificate should be 
obtained, if possible, together with other evidence of the date and 
place of hi3 or her birth. 

. With reference to Constance Drexol, a certified copy of the natural 
isation certificate of her father- should be obtained and all facts 
necessary to establish her derivative citizenship should be ascertained, 
together with the witnesses thereto .^fhe records of the State Depart- 
ment should be examined and certified copies of the subjeck'lfc apnli-c 
cationa, passports, and other documents relating to him or her should 
be obtained which night establish and which would be admissible as 
evidence to prove the date and place of hie or her birth, or other 
facts such ao a declaration of continued loyalty to the United States, 
indicating that the subject has not expatriated himself or herself 
or statements node by the subject to the effect that he or she is en- 
gaged in radio broadcasting activities in enemy countries. ?be nsae 




and availability of a State Popartraenfc official who can testify to 
the authenticity of ttuoh documents should also "bo ascertained. 

It should ho established, possibly by &/ '7 l.C ) presently 
In the eiaploy of federal Bureau of Investigation, that all German 
radio at&tlona are operated tinder the supervision and control of the 
German Kinlatry of Propaganda and Enlightenment . and that the persons 
broadcasting therefrom are in the employ of the German government. 

A witness chonld he obtained who can testify, that the r^iio 
station fro a which the subject’s broadcasts emanate uses a wave length 
accessible on average conix-oroinl radio receiving sets and that the 
broadcasts ar* an s. matter cf fnefc benread or -directed to the United 
States* 

Copies of transcripts of broa&co-sta by iba subject subsequent 
to those now in the Grisinul Siviaion. records should be obtained from 
the Federal CosusunicationB Consicsion. 

Ine.anu.ch ?.e aofae of the above investigation is presently being 
conducted by the Bureau and as the eat tor discussed at length in 
the conference, it- CC } opinion, that a .nserorc-rtc.ua request- 

ing such ln.for3Ra.tlon would, be tmn.ee acaary. So written request for 
further investigation v©n therefor a and® tc the Bureau relative? tc the 
matters discussed &t the confer one «. \ ^OCO indicated that ouch 
investigation would be immediately instituted and every effort should, 
be made to complete the ssrne within two week a. 





April 2, 
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Federal fitofoa^ of inTeotigatlotf,^ ^ ^ 
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Ret 


FREDERICK wumm KALTEHBAGH, 
with aliases t TBSASOH 


It ie stated in the report of Special Agent Let r K ^L 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, dated December 26, 1942, that 'confidential 
informant T-l has advised that he can testify to the fact that 
German radio stations are owned and operated by the German Government . 

Please furnish the Criminal Division with the name and residence 
address of confidential informant T-l. It is also desired that 


you ascertain whether he will be available 
to testify in grand Jury proceedings. 


during the next 60 days 


It ie assumed that confidential informant f-1 above-mentioned, 
is identical with confidential informant T-l who is mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent CPtOLC ) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

dated December 23, 1942, in the case of Dr* Sara Pound, Treason, our 
file Ho. H6-7-3672, has advised that he can te - tify^iat ' 
radio stations are operated by the Italian Government*;^? 'f$Le« 
advise if this assumption is correct. 

Respectfully^ 

SIGNED 



WMDSLL BERGS, 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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April SO, 1943 


W-j/’s 


if lit CJ ' . 

Research Department /, ■ „ 

Coronet Magazine ' • >l-' 

919 Sorth. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago » Illinois 

Bear Ce,l C C) 

In reply to your letter dated April 21, 1943, 
you are advised that Hzra Pound, Jane Anderson, Constance 
Drexel , Fred Kalteribach, Douglas Chandler and Robert Best 
have not bean indicted far treason, 

, fhe stamped aelf-addreseed envelope which you 
enclosed with your letter is returned herewith. 


Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 
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VEbiDi2bL BBHj&S 
Assistant Attorney Ceneral 


Enclosure 
Eo. 999529 





CORONET 

MAGAZINE 

919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 
CHICAGO 


April 21, 1943 


Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

A few months ago we read, an announcement from 
the Department of Justice that six Americans 
who had been broadcasting in Europe for the 
Axis were "soon to be indicted for treason." 
These persons were Ezra Pound, Jane Anderson, 
Constance Drexel, Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas 
Chandler and Robert Best. 

We should like to know whether the indict- 
ments have yet been made. 

Please reply as quickly as possibly as this 
information is urgently needed. A stamped 
self-addressed envelope is enclosed for 
your c on v eni enc e . 

Very truly yours, 

eoaOHET 

0,0 Lc) 

VB:EA ...» Research Department 

Enc . ' < - 
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CO RONE T 

MAGAZINE 

919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 
CHICAGO 


May 4, 1943 
Refer to : WB : S CE : CB 
146-28-237 

Mr. Wendell Berge 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Berge: 

We thank you very much for your letter of 
April 30, telling us that Ezra Pound, Jane 
Anderson, Constance D r exel/Fred Kaltenbach, 
Douglas Chandler and Robert Best have not 
been indicted for treason. 

Would it be possible for you to tell us 
when the Department of Justice announced 
that the persons mentioned above were "soon 
to be indicted for treason?" 

Tie would be very grateful to you for this 
information, 

Very truly yours, 
CORONET 

%,nCc) 

VB:BA Research Department 
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June 8, 1943* 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
Federal Bureau. of Investigation, 


O 

< 

X - ^ ¥ 


FREDERICK , WILHSLii K ALIEN BACH, with, aliases 
: .JANE AKDSRSOK, -with aliases 

• .ROBERT HENRY BEST, with aliases 

D0USLA8 GBANBLER> .with alias 3- 

EDWARD LEO • DSUNEY , with aliases 
' ", CONSTANCE DREXSL, with sliaee s 

• " DR. ..EZRA POUND ' 

TREASON 


It is, desired that you ascertain the availability . of 
(ft 7 CO Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, vdao has been previously 

interviewed, for the purpose of testifying before a grand jury 
at Washington,, D. C.. some time during the latter part of this 
month or the fore part of . July. 

It is . also, desired that arrangeraents be made for a member of 
this Division toVhear the recordings of the several broadcasts, of 
the above-named subjects which you have been using for voice identi- 
fication purposes. 

Respectfully, 


WENDELL BEEGS, 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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146 - 7-3672 


&& 


August 13, 1943* 


4/ v/O 

long Beach, Haw Tork. 

Dear' (p, 7(C) 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated August 6,'. 
1943, In which you request a copy of the indictment against Einsa .. 
Pound and other Aaserlcahs broadcaptlng for the Axle* Sight separate 
indictaents were returned in these cases* J - ;1 fits enclosing herewith 
a copy of the indictment against Douglas Chandler. The indictments 
against the other seren defendants aro very similar. 

Keepebtf tally, 

■ For the Attorney General, 


WEHDELL BERGS, 
Assistant Attorney {3eae»al* 





Long B each, New Yo rid] 
August 6, 1943 


Justice Department 
Washington D. C. 
Dear S^pg. 
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Abu i 0 1843 


’Luuun^rtL. ■ pi, ivJ sur« 


I am currently working on a radio script 'for V/NYC 
based on the Federal indictment of Ezra Pound and other 
Americans wno engaged in propaganda work for the Axis If 
it is possible I should like to obtain a copy of the indictment 
as it was issued by the Justice Department, to be sent to the 
above address. • K »* 

Sincerely yours, 
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SCRIABIN CIRCLE 

Founded 1934 
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Attorney General Biddle, 
Department of Justice , 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


<,H LC) [ .. 

35 West 57 th St. -EL 5-7174 

August 2 6 , d-9.4-5-* 

/?vf v i&oxwhj 


AUG 271943 ^ 

" : :<-• tarsi Q-15^ 




In the conviction and trust that justice 
is truly the purpose and pursuit of our national 
department of which you are the head, I take the 
liberty of referring to your clemency the unique 
and psychological case of the poet , Ezra Pound. * 

For nearly forty years this utterly conscientious, 
overwrought and over-learned man has been my inti- 
mate friend, with whom I often quarreled for his 
ill-considered actions. In this', the gravest moment 
that can come in the life of a man, it is perhaps 
conceivable that his friends and his. country have 
an historic duty in understanding him. 

You know, Sir, the lack of political . wisdom 
amongst great poets of all time; no doubt the in- 
fluence of Yeats, a bosom friend, had to do with 
the misleading of Pound; but as a character witness 
I can but protest the linking of his name whose 
deathless poetry was near to madness, with those 
others whose fault seems to be rational: men of the 
United States Army! 


I beg you, - in the words of this, one of. 
America’s few great poets - "If so be His will, with 
whom are all things and through whom are all things 
good" - to consider this rare being who is in your 
care, to save him for his own country’s sake. 






in Italy, I feel it incumbent upon me to write to you on his behalf. 
In the present inflamed state of public opinion, I have no doubt that 
the penalty your department will ask for when his case comes to trial 
will have great weight in the determination of the final sentence to 
be passed upon the poet. For that reason I feel it doubly urgent to 
suggest for your-consideration certain factors which may tend to mini- 
mize the severity of your attitude toward Mr. Pound. 


The punishment of those giving aid and comfort to the enegiy should 
conform to the dictates of national -interest; it is extremely doubtful 
that the harsh treatment of Mr. Pound would be in the national interest. 
Mr. Pound's purposes in breadcasting for Italy were, X am convinced, 
neither mercenary nor unpatriotic. He has many admirers in this country, 
in England, and in France who seem to have been both able and willing 
to prevent him from suffering financial embarrassment. In his espousal 
of an unpopular political philosophy his aims have been pedagogic. He 
is not the type of man to seek territorial aggrandizement and material 
affluence for another country at th$ expense of the United States. 
Concerning the nature and effectiveness of his broadcasts you must be 
better informed than I, but I find it difficult to believe that so eso- 
teric a master as Mr. Pound could have very much influence over the poli- 
tical ±h£±k thinking of his countrymen, from whnse ways of life he has 
removed himself for so many years. In his career Mr. Pound has brought 
great honor and glory to American letters, distinction of a character 
more than sufficient to compensate for his temporary political aberrance. 
His talent, in inverse proportion to his political responsibility, 
should not be taken as an aggravating condition — he is not, after all, 
either a politically informed journalist or the master of a mass audience 
.like Miss Ferber’s or Mr. Cronin’s — but perhaps as inevitably concomi- 
tant with a certain imprudence to be condoned for the sake of his services 
to American poetry. There is an unfortunate tendency in America to 
’’gang up” on practitioners of comparatively esoteric art forms, a ten- 
dency which has manifested itself indirectly in our comments on the fall 
of France and on the lack of political awareness on the part of our wri- 
ters between the two wars. We should beware lest, in the trial of Mr. 
Pound, we indulge our dislike for unpopular activities in the field of 
culture and justify legaiistically actions more befitting the National 
Socialist harassment than our own great tradition of civil liberties 
which your own department, in happy contrast to the days of World War I, 
has done so much to sustain during these trying times. * 


X have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Pound; but I am making 
this minute gesture — and how I wish it ddLdn't have to be made I --because 
of my grateful admiration for his literary achievement. I realize you 
cannot be expected to give up the case against him entirely, but surely 

y ./puT'i 


confinement ; fl*br one or\ wo years under conditionsv . aich would^pei^it him 
to continue writing l^is 'great poem, Cantos , would te an adequate testimo- 
ny to the displeasure^ of his country at his extra-aesthetic activities. 
The really appropriate penalty would be exile, but 1 understand it is 
not within the power of your department to press for such a sentence . 

X have no brief whatsoever for the Americans who have been broadcasting 
for Germany and Japan: to my mind, they fall into an entirely different 
category. But I should not like my government to make the grave error 
of executing so illustrious a representative of American pdwer in the 
realm of poetry or of cheeking him in his efforts to complete a work 
which may well rank with Moby Dick or Leaves of Grass as a national 
.classic. 


yours trulv. 

MCc) 



May 10*1945* 


PHONE HYDE PARK 4-400 

C U I C A. G- O 




Attorney General* 
Department of Jiistj 
Washington* D«C« 


Dear ~Sirr 
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I see that the first of the traiterouB Axis 
broadcasters, Ezra Pound, has been captttured and I wish ~ 

to notify you that I have returned from overseas duty with 
the Office of Strategic Services. I am therefore available 
as a witness for the prosecution of Pound, Kal^enbach, Best, 
Anderson, etc* 

i 

You will recall that you photostated the files 
of ray Chicago Times-MBS Shortwave Listening Post at Lprtt . Cj 
<e.7(_C ) in 1943 when I also deposited 

with your Denver 'office, FBI, the original material before 
leaving for the ETO, I am probably the only one who 
consistently observed* and consnented on, the traitor 
broadcasts since the beginning of the war in 1939, and I 
petitioned you on their behalf already in June 1940, 

I am temporarily staying at above address but 
shall soon return to my home, ) 

for which reason -I- am mailing a copy of this letter to the - J 

FBI, Denver, I 

**• 

Hoping and wishing that you will bring all the I 

traitors to justice* I remain =■• 

I Sincerely yours, , 1 


/M- 7 ' 3 67 k 
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Director, Federal Braces of JavoatigetjUso 
Tea C. Clerk, Aooietant Attormy OttBWml 
Dr* Sara Fond} 


3% au> 2, 1*45 
TCa*CJU|t& 

JA6JMOSS #c 0 ^ 
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fcy 10 , 1945. 
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should he located if pocsible, togstto with any tdtoeaoes idto 


^QJmWWUT aftirTt* f^QiQi iByytffy- %W® MwKSOeAPe t3Sr %mIIw mSm elBBCKe' On ra^pepwS^eUii nriCT ^ J a nj 1 t 

in ttsldBS e epooiflo reorafifag on e dote, ^dob reewsdiog should be ccveil* 

oft . |q fee see -so ewiSeaoe* Tie da te n y* d tied of bro eioeetli^ the s jyseiiio twxot&~ 
fug rad cf its receipt in the ihsltad Stetse should be obcen If ^esibie so thet 

wraFYBftlfllf jtyOM TrlliT v*uC 8B or «£Mk ISaP--. ftf xSft. ninrart^y^i-rl lYOffJftratW ft IIq^II 3329- 

r e o sip e in *«e iiiostci »nraft# ran re oe i p t ©*■ jsyeflow »wbbb, tmy ce i«esii cy 

evidence at the trial. 



ft e e peeg a that ywff tb of the desired' 

I to a ftlg t&c o* Ion *H Kwt&^ «P B 

Itattik Of | MQI of 
ttfijMjttl SS0 ^QK^^QCMm 3[ 


assy be secured frea the of* 
the “ 




be Edition to proving es seny ^ 
errBoraes, ee oeexro evaaonee w srec r 
the e ot t ff - ft of bfo i ' f e y s fp ^fd e rattvitdee, end 



by tee ■ 

eiw eiMiiSI UU 

■ ported shidi they covered. 


gviAtf f bj a e i is nov t wdiff iadlotewit, .it is e xpe c t od that a- p o» Isdictzaeat 
dll be seeraed eh pa yora j ra estt gatlco is this eras Is a cr e complete* It is 
eraested that the tee indlo trent will AHo g e as o v e r t rats of t eeteee ee oh specific 
net of tbs defendant yale tin g to Mo eatl v i tlw ^ddeh ora b(^ e^ tabHidssd 

by the tsa tiaa ay of too os? se r e wdtsoeeees. 


cc*reoorda 

Slliff 

Inderson 

Hcaly 


5,V£-v’.' ; ;■ ..,; -■>;•. 


'>t- 


<■ 
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The apaol fia loads hareinafter wrt oat should not Halt the ooopo of your 
lnvofttlfistlan to neauro nitwnaas to specific smvurlpt** specific r@mdls«o f 
epsolfin broadoasto* e pacific psynentn to tho fl of On fion t M n specific dotlii 
and pott y ttfffg for tba I taXlm w nBi nwt* A wlttou artatsmt in tbs English nr 
Mila language nbould bo woarad Area somoni who it appears mill probably bo 
wad «o witnesses, «nd tba mllablltty and daalrobllHy of vsrloas persons so 
ott o m ans shoul d bo aosaaenhod opoa in y o u r report* 

By mmttutim datad Gctobw a, 1949* the CrinSnal Division mot to yon a 


0 ;1 obqb that nbe n Found appea red at tba Swiss location in Bono# bo wlateA In tba 
Teatdat wm m * $ mod that So discuss*! applying fen? a poeapert of pwtoetian* 

. It In ©uegontod that ~ if rue ) bo intervism ft nelativo to tba shews watts* 
ml ajaoi tfiosily itf-fewi ^motions rnlatbm to o*y iafereaticai that bo my bom 
sbmSxtt Bona Found* » Aaerloan oltisssshliu narfeionlarlr any eiat&siaitp #» tin 
isattar by Bo ofcoold also bo tpmot&oned xslstivi to tho oliou&stsnoss 

ou rm oateK rooeiyt of Bo&aod f o lat ter to tba Pn lted States Attorney General, a 
photsitatiffi oejy of pet^^h mu amt yea with car Moaorondtsi of October 0, 194$, 


Bould son pianos oodmsor to sae&ni a c ow of tbs bock* pfof^fc «ajt r^b i fa^i 
by Stand at Venice, Italy, about Jammy, 1944* aeoosding to « £, rcc J 

Xcnr g ano ra a b m of S opta ri b er 14* 1944, di n o l oBQn that la 
♦Ma took found b lagag Juasrisa as tbo maae ianor in war botmir n Italy *»«& 
AoaridQip Jf tho book up pern to conta i n B^o ob natter* at least too mltomoo c ebgnld 
bo obtained to yr o vo that Bound In -tha em tbor if It ## tha t It mao pubAjobadp ft 
s b onl d bo asoort o ino d if tho . Hasten BOT ft w > T t Ht tad my mi tb tbo 

ptAliteitl B i on dintrlbot ton of t b a bw^ tp 


It in noted in your ppupyt^ ^y^y*^ of t*Ni^i®fife8s?' 14* 3944 1 tha t (f/'/ce j 

i ppBNOSPttWCe irafiB) Qsa aI3UIm v V XfUJCB# 4® 7ft 8tlnKB0wQQ tcRv tnBHDr 

bo loocted if poaclble, a nd intexvinmd rolatim to oaoh reoo r d of B oon d^o tnllcn 
yM ob they jsado and ommjiati on add > they now lma unt Sjb b S wed bb l ' 
mmmariytfbr y aeor diag purpomn* Alno a n o n y m ta if o itha r of tha^ii 
TO aai n con zxsmirxn too wn w or my oesar poreone woo an sowoneut a o wj uBagB tnaa 

HUMMiOklAi' 

wnf^maiA ^wd^C^v4r CVx 4^ftCn(X^^^PAA S ^tjj r lySQPtAAaHnan ^pBaAmMa 

iiw your weg ca ro ata or vm^ssBtft sou* 43144 * I® aont oosann or xwieunaoa w- 
poyss yvat far bro adoao tn elgcsefi by Ear n i bsaod »«d m itnos oed by t ba Chief of Blviiioa 
m (Agntaiotrattve S«r vSm) but Ms nlgnaturn in lllnslhlo* The wqomta also 
bear tba cigoature of __ (^t'lCC) Ikon Bafa 10 (not ma feewd ) of tba. easy 
if lbnad c a iHBrooww^- filn m fcioh you furnished mu it aw p a mm that , nan Iw 

■ sjoetor for B ndio Hf osicc sts . pa d Salarinion a n d that Ma first "“f la ~b , rc c , 


U(C j 


Best Available Copy, 


( 
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It is isaggeatel that , (ft'CLC) sad tbs parse* aiijnetur* io Uleglbla 
ba locate if possible and thorooghl^ iaterviewed. It iwaH appear that they say 
te able to eatablieh of their percoml kn o wl e dg e that Poocd woo the recordlss* 
or troedewta oovared ty the request* for peyaerat, or In atay etui they should be 
to ^wympyi tAj ygfotf jjjgQllittBB a# to tds ag y XSBtM VOSBOt I SAfa the h flOS d * 

oasta or prepare reccwttage on particular dates* 

ft io noted that at tho top of sa r er & l of Fotaf 1 # Mojosoripto a pp ears tbs 
Moo i (pjltc ) this »» oppearsf for exsaptfr* m tbo aessttarlpt which 

^ gutaiaa the ifollwiBg rtttihor at aas pad notation* ^^rsssnesfio par il Liccrd Ajae r toa & 
X7^1-19a XX.« 

Xt $m oag goo tofl that n effort be snfia to aoaartain tbo identity of tbo abort 
sow e d pmai} i nod a£ tha poswon «bo placed tbo above od oiallar rubber ata ap od 
MtatiOM Ott Xtesfid*a jaaowerirdo* and least too ai-tu-ass be se&urad aha 

testify to tbo aa t sa ll tensdcaating by Pound p gr M a sai ly or to Mi* aakl n g the 

mi tbO mmoO way bo« Itoqtitry say dieolooa a xooood' ahooto g ft*?? ftno fl 

iryf altjTuoi n :<rij Cmhw Tfifflaf Cm£ jpbPwt9QrCLXMA0 vRp#!mI otRPv^i 


four ntaoranfluoi of February 34< 1%4| dioolo oad that it on® reported that 
food bad joined tbo Italian Ftaolst X'arty ’oad was a personal dM of ftseall&l* 
It i» aoggea tad that aa laveatigatico bo nods to aaoore proof of the above ezd if 
it Is te***A that Found hb a a eg fo e r of the I talian Fascist Ftotr* tsh alh e r esse* not 
ha < aoo raq^ired to take jaa ggt h of irf ght. be ac oaiga rad an aot of 

ir jfiif^ i t 


la youa * E gao r ao &tca dated October IL 1942* iwtttop oat boeiga waaai inf OroatioR 
tb o f$Udiss ajyeara i 

» 4 t t^N y ftOMost tdsa I bw a d is sloa aiiagedly oiitlB g a sa^aatsa 
a oti tbjd *%x&m* 9 pc&Btox aably is Eoce^ Italy** 

It is pw petid t hat yyypf fosos td g» tigo mw this Mtftar asd if it is fossil t h a t 
iPosad tbs said' M^poslsa «p w& aowaotad wit h its pt^bllcatioij^ that it 

ba asoartained if traowooftbia isataoiiil vas yibttab!^ -r It aba ba i##orteisadf 
if ty f g a aaabla M tar l iii is fo^sodf abathar t f>a g civ awia M pt bu d aoy MMs w pt i oa 

tilth tba of distpibg£ioo of aagistfoa » 

to lb&Ml*s oaraeiBkol fOe then aesaara a dated Qatebor 6« ML 

arittas by 'tfi'Ko a&d eAdtraosad to 4-. *) ( f ; This latter dlseloeaa thAt Fossd has 
ajweyo ooes xri^NMy to JWia*y sob tsaa so cKOswiionos w reflio ppopo^eixui aaa 
roqoaat* that Ibaafll ba edssa bind cooai dor atloa rolativa to maptlGti trm tmUeam 
of his oafo dapooit bancos and of Mo bash aacsaonts* It io suggooted that fcvV^r j 
ba looatad »Me^ ywngfrTy istorrieoed * partloulorly aa to Ms patwaBal teoala dca of 
SnaoiTta mm?m 4m 1« Jars or snSQ w i XOtt BftJT ^rlv o®»a wlwawlieci «y p wOr pcfiuy® 
aX ao < 


Best Available Copy 
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2t i a px^arccasjfi that tbt Bsaroou, will bn *&2* to ftminb a toad 
fe who ora to tl ^y ton FocaS*a banto yi ttog mfl hi* *l(A*to*** . 18 
(oaaBjS otto? things g to p p g y to g h to lipitet qq ton feliwrfugJ 

latter cf April 25* urn 30U allegedly written to torad **d 


* i 


1.5 ( Jr V. J J 


> > i'} 1 T 'F^r * ’•*”■ 




^$k*. 


■A 


f i g h t to to beet of M tt ability tor tot- otftlwsjf of 
era *8d a afrtog if his aervifioa oKonrsot release from ceiaw* 
of hj t eafhty md heads (in o ***t* > 

lotto toted Aoguat 4* 19&* ttomA to Attorney General 
B tooto toft allegedly oritora ter Egra ifett&A wlatin to Mu 
hroadcwr tic® to to g aa Asanflora oitimn* 

toltolto to? toeiiport dated toil 4 * 1 944 at 

t totot f xtoigfr a t® of tot oito 

too repeat of tgratol dfetot \ InOLO) dated at toahtogtraf 


A too* it odgr to ftooa l 
O^QjttAtlOOO ‘090 t nO ifilffBBI 


to too 


<«Miiatlww 4ft ‘ fefefcfe ] 

-jl ~ A 

flPIl la iiSU^u w ■ ^^BxjQSX*2jC3^3ff a 


ft to totoj to oo « p A 0 Bo >d toot too totoou Alii, to Ohio to itant£g& -tit os 

CQg VOoGr ^GnSSd wS ffiiiy toJwflirw »jj5|ra yTrj f>yBCT»iy^ X ^?ff CPC^tP^O 3 UwS UjQ RBQpjEX 

yy y ^ toiootod tot* ttt so too ^ fT fi f t fisto ott totoh to hra* too pnflfiBQT * 1 r i 
tors p re pare d on too mo typewrit*? «o otto? nstartol defiatfcely typeserlit 


ft to im raratod toot yea endeavor to tomato ot tost too i 
. otootdo oi tMO nwHi ohoto the data* of OBSjsXcQHOjoit o hfl yotflOKot Of 

Tt»t4*w tm TiirwiwiMi to mid is <**w*Tfftw<nt» vestE ah ton l^stoto? of i 

«wM6Pv * tBwiJIOi I^KL 


Mttoto oad to* 


Pi fir anim to sm&* to. Baw» sssssarsnto dated tooto^^r Mi mfl 
. I$44# toito s^toi 1 to totstomo (l? ) fnyflw §n ^iiiy^. to il Atod Atoi 

apptftx* 4090 w spar vi/ Kw iw* ce iju w ?i^jmrrwtoto_B00iH0 oo* w swfi 
to oi^nani that 6 v^CC) _ too tt 

to too rofofiltot ypf p if Bid tov. aheat too yo*ro»- tom3d you ittsdly y mto 
\b,it<i\ tod If h* #wi testify that tSm e* oMOftoom TTtiwe oexo i 

to to* t*dto*sf ****** of tooto e o* and toot to* e&trto oar* t*to to to* \ 
ttoi time tap tosartlv aftor tto OsapiOB* t mattatimi ^ttomned* .&» ww ho 'id 
far a toh to* m e w** of pito? tollr ito ato oto ewto o’ too t** fcHf ' to totto e t* 

K23B m 


to to 
to*** 
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CjpijB&Bai %% off 1 tht ofl fj toi ai poaltlcon of ♦frt* pw aDjlii yf t ft tfO 

oifb th» Mfei«r faff of FcpcCUtt* CoXtura sot tho radio italM tt f fa t found txto* 
aBMtttei ttoi rTaonn X| is ngMitdi -that this w Mi ifb'* s wit N w Also bo softt* 
tofrriaa oA to ^atasp&ts® ghstber or nob ha sen Mg&Mf!s rar s ro ftl ff q « tew * te »f«Aft 

jaMB A'c.- -«. — A _ ^ •WH^MylJBMiM ftn^l^ %MH* YKom^mA VhteMOteft U'Jftffr — 1 *- ■* — Afc .. ,■.. 

w IBI^WflBWSrtt© W WOORUQBp WH wjjr SH nWW* «JI SoSHTSIV I n O Ott IU W MW 
mf IrtitfWB wA ffff# thn is ffittr imcmi tltt# w^nffc tiM MMMttdxBttB dop omsaqaaaui $ 5 #* 

(Bflr Sash Itt 


stois tbs wimw li/ti oowid by 
shidfc hs Mar bs *U« to teatll^, 


JklH^ ^L bd ^Utete^i 

vOU l^JiiOTuljl YW UUfMpmv OT «Qt Amhf 


T jwfl y MHKWKBAffift of SrptotbB 1 24§ 1$6 4 dicsXcsM jfes t \ (fii'itc) is 
bssA of Has AnhiMfl of tbs fo*?? 1 *® D*XtaliBf ft 

Is suggested tet 6>..:( c ) bs ssooiitsBtoi to w o ig to i n tbs aac t s tt f lbs rocosslB 
of tils (Uotos tbs nat ure of tbs sottfitlss of foyrft round tw op j^ ottci i yj ^* 
ffes glnifitarr of R wmi«y Culture* ft is Aspt st A to l&esr tsrti®il*rly ahathar oaf 
USt tbS I S S SfA a of tbs b ffi l fl f I bttllfr tbs ^yt tffiff BSWWnfcs Of Money to IbunS yyf t b 
gptqjfcto rsijmiitn fop p t^ wns% sobs' of Itsssl safl if tbs jny x wo ts qb ts oopjos ot sfl 
mb «ritb a last ffo t wui^i fwtt (M bmsifie^tu 

■ it is slm noted in yo i ap B w tf-afty t ti ^nt of QeffittM bft p U* X%4 th at (ci i(c\ 

\ - tots dteote sf {soggoni at tbs ssdio statimn 

tsA in te soas psrafprejb oos is fdsnUflsd «» Blssotap Coonral at te 

rsdln station* It Is saggeetwd tet tbeae te iaSiviftnala hs testsd If poosifeSa 
4ESft {flitiTV titt tbuljp yf fcnBl f 9 Yt a ile ^B j| J^5f T toH^ 

ttodl yjbscisfLfeE^^i ' $& * faK 9 B ssd^p 

MMjLMKdidaj* — ^- ^_A_ jSf ,«^: aLa. RiidLiJu M ^ A -S— ■ ^ ^Um±JM 

|mf q^B0BS3r3aO g^Jy^MlSu/lP yTflLwPfl r VtifoVi "a tt wft CXn Via VEEQT yTi*»tr| "^ i cl** 09r QjT yilO C-Tll.OuP QBpwV 


With foster rsfsrencss to yoor Bsocatotes of gs pteter 34 y 19 & 4 f It la note 
that four original, recordings nod® tor fount boos boos diaeomred ty tbs Duraon^s 
ooa^te i ti^l wai<«> soosois* 1 % la rsoosstsd t ha t t bs doroo ssssrt aiB vhothor soy 

AeUi WsHf ePwCtyflpM CwTCi flaTo( 3 sMAQyw 9 jw whQhs^iUs jpypj YOAflr s oP #«ff w *r- Y^Pyff Yy ^SvnH wPm 9 19 CGpp wBk 

WmM uSf Jr«ffl9tt tQjSmi iMMAt n it jJBiiMWTJPiff . ^. 

With rsfOrows to te atatoaent of U/fLo ^ \‘ 

ft in noted tet jg osmsts tsd ® itt isssa fosol no! 
that sbs bssod m ® to ssAssMit - is ibsA x%? pyy* vricnlisfl ®t<* tnfes t ft is 
ssAgestsA that sbs bs r st i yN g^rl * ^4 to Sffl'SHi'rt^ t Ti if eb s s on ssawoeiy sO^ w psoJMSbi 
tssbbiossts ss ts dots sr ^(bs^^sNi or j g in o wdhti t i ssy j ob s ssMl Asis ss to sty ^^0 
p fff ff fi fbs bssxA s y^ ^fjsoj w y bi^^ 04 st« II Is iiffgaiMtofl tbet if say of t bs 
nesosip ases curing wilt t 3 SM> ars (ssuuUi «im» wo pu a y oog or sasa vsoosss 
te 6 >i r zcc^ 00 jjy ipeflrstfdi Insy osocsttB 


Ibtfstsoos is ys t^® to ytfti t of July H i WtU # fM /jb Aisolco ss that 

^, 7(c> sss EToeren smaifiMp te tbs Boa* teSo tea fstewy 1$$3 to 
g^tetef X 9tf that SosbA osAs ft % swootAos to sons to tbs ststaott. s^pc o a i iss ts * 
fy smss o nUth to mdss p r^^AoBg fsss A ttssossrlyt sbisAi hs jpospeyirii 

st bis boos lb RapOlo* XtsSy* ft is soggsste tet ^i7cc\ bs rsMsrstead te 


e Copy 





' JTuartb&r y afQ ga aco is asfe> to yaw j wWB oa liao cf July 14# 3$44# ©bawSa v '/(. cj 
oj tbf Hiaijtry of Popalia? Sofawo Boosol Pant Inn jafwroofl toot " Un i c c f 
■'ter id\\ " \ to iha bs*tf cf tfaa Riaiatay of 

.la 1S49* Bo olao stated that Sara M ©00 paid br o» Iphlc) 

\ ^i^lc) St la BBggftfftaA tost ta two iadiviftaOa bo tetinM 

cation tha t thay gay bm rertaluSpg to ggn p«®fl aeklne sssaasiwiafai cr mwMMm* 
a ai if ibfty can fs®tl$y war d&teaaal r lftoog iraw o awy ©f tfaeoa taro soSa* - 

Xti* o*#o msastafi tot u>a Lc) to to! to latwlowd to awogtain totor 1st 
oa& -say of tbs dtscifie that swfty ' «w*> ^ l H^ray that bo 

ototod fouaS broagfat to' to KtoSofcry ^ top**** 0m» to to 0f fw* 0 l toftoo wtefci# 


mo 9# 


pgrethw mfrnmrfi la atdo to you r iwowoi P bai yf July 41# S9&4 fa 
vtorola It is dlwlcwd tot ‘ ip/ic^ ' ' * 
iriatad toot bo tail tow I towtw y of tta saHo wattoi. of too Rfolot t Py of 

Cultara fop esysr&l jroiTli ato toot frpi 1940 to Otool i&a*«f 1&3 'bo wo 

loopwoo bp tot RUnotspp of s^piiMjp coztiir* to 00 tftwB* tfr *oofio to *■ 

}t 1**14* I® **©*»* sw w aaw t fea# biff wa gt > So «3 mi stetsd that 1& 

o bomw of 50,000 to* St la wagseetoO tot bo Oft relatwvioeofi 

f^itofs dUia if to bo a itfr teoalw S^i oa to pry tps^llio 

vmWw - anOnMnCa SoMPaB S£Q SaaBnpBCflr J3B Qftu 

KtaQr littirtril to p<toow tost iaooft iwta ai^y aatoswi a 
tbo f i i p y^t toot bo aoo p *|B^ £&& v oyioos 




XO W?»vO 


sodo tf} soap soospaiOlssi of SosNssibixp 
nc r-\ tsf tow Sfc &llfla 

awt a to roquofits far laa’^ot o aio bp Itoo fwoi oftop wall of fct o 
torfoo 2M4 oafi 194^# ypQ eojulw of r#c*ipta aigr..^ ..|y 

bf la p^wotff baswSwotss aa toa X943* It fa 
too Sw wa ootooo too ofitosbi of tosao do cua o ot a a al toot ^// ( c > 
too of too txroadoooto to ffe fat web ©f too 
toot it bo a wa p t a fa W if bo wa iloottof too w$|tiwwtof fssp 
aaf aoob yito opaolfio bspootowta #Mdh tboy oavaP# ■ 80 

W|B«W8 Mg a 5U|WW JUUPtw iXCTnl XOVBO 12 ItprONt 

at too w a tootooa of b fa loroaiwat iotebritlao* 
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*r 




# 








“i 




DXHKOfOE, T<^er^ Bur«aa. of -Investigation 

TOM 0. CLJlk, • ^sietent Attorney General, 
Crittinfil Birieion. 
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s*t**tjua* yreHt^dortHM^ 

to the il, under. iadiOtasat for treason 

hettim.se of felt byw^^ling; notivitib* ' OTOC ih* ZtnliiBt radio « : • 

j. . ’ \ '■••. . .'•■ •-.. ' • { ■•'•,•'■ : i .•’■■'“*• 

•’ ***. -■ - s. .. V: f '‘^ 5 ;^'''^ s * ... 

It i* r*cuse>ed that the Jhupettu asttertain definitely at this 
tine idxab\:r«eardiisgg ; .|»^*4a .&• tSdtttd Btatsg by the federal 00 ** 
aunicatietui Commission e£ broadcasts by foun&i end, fur- - 

nieh the CriidnalOttvist on , with * li#i thereof by : date-receivsd* serial 
nuaber er^B^eri And |it^ ttf broadceft* ?he Cyiainal 

Division has :*sesivod, infection,. •by the federal 
(JoBBEunleatlttM Jro«4%lll '^cei/^4 ettbit^aat to 1943 

are presently xia< t|kie*i£|dy .$*,4 ki'UX ) lib' theifotslgn Broadcast 
■ Intelligence* Bertie, y$$prai ' Cesmfni Cationf Cottnisiiot^ end that 
recording# ofh pr*y4$B£ ||padcaj bat,, bbr ..roposr-in the labor Depaftnent** . 
archives ■• at, *h»\ * .Building, ' 7 th .and fennSylvani* Arenas, Morth- 

vset, in ths^'Ca***^ o.l- a, UrfLcj " '} 

f% ' (filto . ^already. has furnished A list of records, by date 
of hroadi^t viBil^fO^ ? att^ttr, to the Griaihal Division, hut he i* 
asking *• search its ^certain If further records are avt&lablo, and it 
Is desired. ^hAV^th* Bureau ooaeult hia la this Batter;- ~ U>iOCC) \ • 
list contains only one recording auabsr covering each broadcast, whereas 
it if ot^«i»prss«ion/ithat each hroadoaf t reared seYtral r«ttordin«e. ■ 

'it ie.. aUe-“ye,fttei*ed that persons 


00* Records 
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end id ; ef tabli sh 4h«t^tNl»% iodordinOs v#j?e ' of ’broadesi t s iron Italy 
besaed'Ho^the unitsd . , " ' . 

• '■' •■•/•* :•••■• -vM iU , i-.. ..^ . . ' 

*.t ^*sr. your r.oo.a^ioi^a,.^ thcx « ;U , . , ,. . .. 

infornation., tetWaigieM font hiald ’-i^ 

rttpord»>in ihiecoeatit,^ ' 5 ••'*•'*' n ' 

l 7 >•/.- /» 

v/ 


6? ( 7Cc ) issistsat to the XI 

foreign Broadcast Intelligence derfics, federal. 
Coaumxnioations Coraulsslon, 1434 K Street, Horth 
Washington* B.0.* has advised that he can fuml 
in answer to a subpoena all of the recordings idxioh 
the federal Coawuni oat ions Oosalseion had received 
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to a#*ijg»d the Italian .; 
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oaate actually o«au» froa Italy* (EoppPt of special • 
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~X 3 , ■' ' ‘ 
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X4S4 KiStfest, KoPthwt'ti/ ' (Boport of .35pddisl 
i^oftt • : <?,'Un datdd *t va#hiss|tM^ iWJfif' on Jaaotpy 
13, X943>* ^ -;r : : ■< ^ 
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Eefsmnae i« made tothe report 

(fil(c) ajteijtu Ci'lZc-^ 

L <2 ■-.- Vi' :V •»• •i.-.-rt*-* ' 



. 7 £,03. 

-ui’V jj 1 "^^- ‘ 5 *ii?t‘^l V?" 

9’.: 





'.-' J f i* • tv-’ .*' **!?. 

••Sr -,'•.* r'Ciii : 


?Wiir (^^cc) 

CpiOtc j 



<sf ’ ”d*7'?c c r*~ *** ^L, . 


:JMH£ 

'^ ; ^98pdr^'' 

iruore to those doeus«|ntyi 


'' lit" it' 1 nbt#d xh&t' B*ra 


Pound 


for 


- ,-* , ........ ,... .VPaul. 0^ pf. 

. Xtalyy on,^ri^;^ £3dl, ^ ' app^bation 

' p^|fp5f^vdlijcioo'«9 that £jqf« P$U& tayj IffcalSitW ditlfcea of ihs United States, 
Wii^ Voto at Holley* Idah$* ou, j^pb^ ^*1885* ; It ,i$ ro<iue.».tod that tn- 
" <jtti*y bo made at /t^';'jStat^^ $*G.»* to e&oertain, 

• rhotb.Kr, Squirt ’ .is pro?on||y ^tooa;. toft' if’ )h6 : . £#', a^iiX^bjlb ,eutr a ettaes*, 
m&t- it ho is, that ho bd'j'w^^lows.l. ViflVl&ba to .way. information that ho 
ttay haro pertaining to; ketivitle* and idiatlMir or not 

Eff* Pound gave the ^aooio^.tlhtf" before >d^ jbox April 4# 

Puriber riforenoo in made to tbe-pfionb. o^.,.0potlol. Agoub , & /'ICC) 

entitled Dinjatoa. £fo» &»•*,;; .^cotoo. wujki.,, »*• 19 61* fre® A&erineJt Consul 
- Qe M'U&U’* 'It®' SppeVr* to' bo * XStrtfcf •' 

« by ^oniy n * BtSh* JbtsoHe'aii it 1 ' diSeleaaii that Sr'* &$$& ' 

on boon acquainted irltb Bs«l Pound ft# a, nwnbor of - years and th^t 
Btfa. Pound had been broadcasting oyer the Italian radio system from ti&d 
. to tlao against the policies of tins Vftitfld Sladbes, end that ho had jaftdo 
/^ondlgnifiod rasqvfcs about the America?! Cororrimont at the consular office 
! ;: and had siren the Fascist salute upon f&tsrtag dud louring the consulate* 

• XV Is rOQuoatod that . bo to detomlne >dmt the trn* ’ 

. -d3|5nified remark* cade by Bound ew* find to endure any other inforaatiott 
...'•..'that he may hare pertaining to Pound or hie adtiritlos. 

,';. ih>BeraoM»a la savde to the report of epeelal Agfiwt ' (ft 0(C) 

: '.'r .dated at Boston, J^aaehuaetts, ^bruary 8* 18d8» In this report it ap- 
.■r.Vf'ara that. (a t O CC ) Bmr T<«k 

^-:Vifer# stated that ha mart Pound In the eussser of 195T at H&pallo, Italy, 


Best Available Copy 



*> 7 - 


and that tho following euamer Found tuna to tho Uni tod States and 
lectured at Harvard* Tho report of Spooled Agent 1 fyirftC) 
dated at Hcnrork, How Jersey, March 17, 1845, dioolosos that Found returned 
to tho United State* according to (p> r lLO ) tho last ' 

few days of 1838 or the early part of 1950 J it le therefore requested -that 
OCC j be reinterviewed os to what year Mr* Pound returned to tho 
United State* as 1038 appears to bathe oorroot date* 

Reference it trade to the report of Special Agent (ft 'ICO 
dated at Hew fork City April 8, 1843* It i# noted that tho above- 
mentioned report discloses that between Doowaber 11, 1841 and Hay 10, 
1843* (p,0tC) while goirlg along in Romo with a police guard 

saw Pound walking along the’atree^^^c^t. any guard and mine about 
freely* It la requested that it bo MCflirfeBinod If , 

. U/OCO) 

formerly Vico Consul at Genoa, Italy, sttd at the tine of said report on 
leave from the State Department, is atniiablo as a witness* 

It is noted that an Article in the May 13, 1845 issue of the Observer- 
Dispatch, Utica, Hew York, contains the following* 

"In Ray, 1842, Pound attempted to return to this 
country from Italy, but was denied peraisBion by 
George Hadewartb, American charge d'affaires in 
Rome, to board a diplomatic train which carried 
the lost group of Americans from Rome to Lisbon, 
where they boarded a ship bound for this country*" 

It is refuse ted that Mr* Wadsworth be interviewed relative to all the 
information he has about Esra Found and hie activities In Italy end 
whether he was denied permission to board a diplomatic train carrying 
toerlcene 'Out of Italy to board a ship to return to the United States* 
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Special Agent ^Supervisor in charge of 

treason cases in the FBI, conferred today vdtTi Donald B. vlf 
Anderson and! the •writer concerning the advisability of making \ 
their local Field Office the "Office of Origin" of this and other a -zb*"-- 
treason caseswhich have arisen outside the United States, folr • 
reason that prosecution, if instituted, would in all probability $ , 
be in the District of Columbia. "We advised that we had no objectionp^ 
to such procedure although we could not assure him that prosecution, ; ; ; 
if any, would be in the District of Columbia. •’ I 

TFe also discussed the urgent necessity that two witnesses; 
be developed who can testify to the same overt' act of treason. O’/'lCC •} 
stated that he fully understood this .constitutional requirement^ 
and that the European representatives of the Bureau were also cognizant 
of this fact and of the desire of the Department that one or more acts 
of broadcasting or of making recordings for broadcast purposes be 
established by two witnesses. He advised, further, that he would again 
- call these matters to the attention of the Bureau’s Rome representative 
and emphasize the fact that such witnesses should be located as soon as 
possible. ; 
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dpecial Agent x of the FBI conferred today 

vdth Messrs. Nathan T. Elliff, Donald B. Anderson and the writer 
relative to the contents of a. letter received from, the Bureau 
representative in Home, Italy, pertaining to witnesses developed 
in this case.' The letter disclosed that two technicians at the 
Rome Radio Station had both been present on at least ten different 
dates when Found had made recordings for broadcast to the United 
States. The witnesses could not recall the dates or otherwise 
identify the times that they saw and heard Pound make his recordings, 
but remembered only that it was during the years 1942-43. These 
witnesses do not understand the English language. 

The letter disclosed that two other witnesses had 
jointly seen and heard Pound make recordings on at least ten 
different occasions during the years 1941-43 while at the Ministry 
of Popular Culture. These dates cannot be recalled by the witnesses, 
nor can they identify the subject matter of the talks- as- they do not 
understand the English language. 

It was suggested to ) -.hat the Bureau's Rome 

representative should further interview these witnesses for the 
purpose of identifying, as closely as possible, the dates on which 
two persons saw the subject make recordings. ) advised 

that this would be done, that he would furnish us the information 
contained in the letter in the form of a memorandum in the near 
future, and that the memorandum would set out the additional 
investigation to be conducted as suggested by us. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM 


Theron L. Caudle, 
Nathan T. Elliff, 


Assistant Attorney General, DATE: September 6, 1945 

Criminal Division 

Chief, Internal Security Section DBA:lr 


SUBJECT: EZRA ROUND J 
TREASON. 
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The following is a brief summary of the evidence 
developed to date in this case: 

Pound was born October 30, 1885 at Hailey, Idaho. 

In signed statements made to Special Agent (j, 0 iC\ on 
May 6 and May 7, 1945 , he discloses that he has never renounced 
his citizenship. 

Several State Department documents disclose that he 
continued to claim American citizenship although he returned to the 
United States for short periods of time only twice since 1908 . The 
most recent of such documents is an application for a replacement 
passport, submitted on April 4 , 1941, to L-rlCCs United States 

Consul, Venice, Italy. 

On May 7, 1945, a- letter from Pound to 4V(Cj was found 
in subject's home vfhich is dated November 13, 1943. It contains among 
other things the following: 

"I am an American but I have been waging a war 
much longer than that Vfhich broke out in 1939." 

A letter to Attorney General Biddle, contains the 

following: 

"I obtained the concession to speak over Home 
radio with the following proviso. Namely that nothing 
should be asked of me contrary to my conscience or 
contrary to my duties as an American citizen." 



The EBI has furnished the Department a considerable 
amount of documentary evidence relating to Pound 1 s broadcasting activities, 
including personal letters, original, manuscripts, requests and receipts 
for payments for services rendered, and record books from the Rome radio 
station and the Ministry of Po pillar Culture. Numerous individuals have 
been interviewed but until recently two persons had not been located who . 
could testify as to the 'same overt act. 


$ 
l . 


Pound wrote his manuscripts at his home and took them 
to the Ministry of Popular Culture for approval. U^ILC j has 

knowledge of this as does . u»r?< : _ and 

C C ) radio station technicians, on at least ten 

occasions ’between 1942 and 1943* saw and heard Pound make recordings 
while they were both present at the Rome radio station E.I.A.R. They 
are unable to identify the nature of the recordings as they do not 
understand English. They can also identify entries in the official 
record books of the radio station. 

d ' ! 7 -• j saw and heard 

Pound make the same recordings on at least 'ten different occasions 
during the years 1941-43 ad the Ministry of Popular Culture, but they 
cannot better fisc the dates of these occasions or identify the 
recordings. They do not understand the English language. 

If i *7 ( 'C employees of radio 

station E.I.A.R. transmitted pound' s recordings via short-wave to the 
United States at least one-hundred times in 1942 and until September, 

1943. 

\ saw Found make three recordings in 1942. 
also saw Pound make recordings in 1942, but not the same 
ones that ... . saw. C ■■ saw pound make many recordings 

in the first half of 1943. 

ij i'lCC j can testify as to payments to Pound 

in 1942 for his broadcast work. 

An official of the foreign broadcast Intelligence Service, 
Federal Communications Commission, can testify as to the monitoring of 
broadcasts and produce ail of the recordings made by Federal Communications 
Commission. it .'ICC. : F.C.C. engineer, can testify that from 

the strength of the signals received during the recordings, it was apparent 
that the broadcasts were beamed to North America. 

C‘/7'C ) ’ and others can 

testify to hearing a few of Found 1 s broadcasts in the United States and 
recognizing his voice. 

Found has been given two independent psychiatric examinations 
by Army doctors. Their reports were requested and have been furnished 
us by the war Department. 


- 3 - 


0 . The FBI has J us t advised that its. representative in 

kff. seen a C0 Py of the Italian Code which provides amone 

ali e ^h h + nSS " t - at the Italian Government was to control completely 
all snort-wave foreign broadcasts. py 
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Reference is made to my memorandum dated September 6, 1945, 
concerning the evidence developed to date in. this case. 

You will recall that on September 5, 1945, you stated that 
you had talked to the Attorney General and that he advised that Pound 
should be brought back for prosecution in the District of Columbia as 
soon as possible. I mentioned at the time that several matters would 
have to be considered before we requested the Army to return Pound. 

It should be determined now, if possible, who is to present 
the case to the grand jury .and try the case. Mr. Ely of my section 
has worked on this case for three years and should, I believe, have a 
leading part in the trial. Mr. Anderson, also of my section, has been 
working on the case for the" past several months and will also be avail- 
able. However, it may be that someone should be assigned to the case 
in addition to Mr. Ely and Mr. Anderson. If this is done, it would be 
helpful to have such person's views as to the evidence and witnesses 
at this time before Pound is returned. 

Plans should be made to secure a new indictment as soon as 
possible after Pound's return. This presents- the question of what 
witnesses should be brought from Italy to be used before the grand 
jury. Arrangements for these witnesses should be made at the same 
time -that Pound's return is requested. 

My thought is that Cp (_ c ) . 

are the two witnesses to be relied on to prove the necessary" overt act. 
Each of them saw and heard Pound make numerous recordings while working 
for the Italian government's radio station* However, they could not 
understand what Pound said since they do not speak English. On at least 
ten occasions in 1942 and 1943 they were both present ana saw and heard 
Pound make the same recording, but they are unable to identify the dates. 
We have requested the Bureau .to 'see if they cannot, furnish more specific 
information as to the dates of these occasions, but we have had no further 
word. 

My view is that these two witnesses can provide the necessary 
direct testimony to the same overt act of aid and comfort, as required 
by the Cramer decision. This is true, even though they may not be able 





2 


o identify the dates more specifically and they could not understand 
what Pound said. However, the attorney or attorneys who are to try the 
case should be satisfied as to the sufficiency of this oroof of the 
overt act. 

1 belleTe (£>'1 tc ) should be brought over to 

testify before the grand jury. The other major witnesses presently 
available appear _ to be Special Agent fc, 7CC) who can introduce Pound's 
admission of citizenship and the making of the records for broadcasts; 

t ‘ ' wbo Can 'that Pound brought his manuscripts to 

the Italian government for clearance; r( Cc j who can 

testify that Pound made recordings for broadcasts; Lf ( c ) 

Lft~7 Cc } who can testify that Pound’s records were broadcast 

to the United States; CpjTCO who can testify as to payments, 

to Pound by the Italian government for his broadcasts; and the F.C.C. 
men ^ who monitored the broadcasts in the United States. It may be 
advisable also to have some of the above witnesses who are in Europe 
present before the grand jury. 


short^jveane hot askjng^the Army to rei 
the^rfattars dn^tissed here^njirftfe been clarifi^edf " 


Pound until 


SLCxSCErvng 
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October 22 , l-? 4 ^ 
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siraail 


(er(LC') 


Bear ^ i ' ( (_C i t 

This acknowledges your letter of October 12, 1945 , relative 
to the i'oslsaii# d>.ts of the trial, of Pound, Kaltehbaob, and. others. 

Although it i» not posnihle at this bine to fix even the 
approadsata dates of the trials of tHeSfi parsons, we will appreciate 
your furnishing as with your itinerary so that we will be able to get 
la touch with you in the sweat you are nse&ed as & sltaasa* 

I wish to thaafc you. for your inter eat in this natter# 

R-ssp^cif ally , 

for the Attorney Qo&er&l, 


HEROil 4. CAUDLE, 
Assistant Attorney General, 


CC: Records A"' 
CjH£>rn 
Ely 
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JOHN HAYES 





Mr. Tom C. Clark, 
Attorney General, 
Washington, D.C. 


FRANK A. H AYER 

OC ‘ '•> i94-5 

s i 4 jyi -rJoHi R nfH -e t 6 fe 'e t 1 
ane5“ university avenue 

PHONE HYOE PARK 4400 

CHICAGO 37 
Oct. 12, 1945. 


VIA AIR MAIL 


Dear % , Clark : 

Last summer I spent days with your Denver men 
sorting out of my files the evidence against Ezra Pound. 

Since then I have been trying to find out from the 
FBI, Denver, at what approximate time the trial will come 
off so I can arrange my extensive travel and lecture 
itinerary accordingly. But so far Denver was unable to 
accommodate me. 

Now I am planning a trip of several weeks during 
which it may not be possible to reach me. Hence if you 
are counting on me as a witness against Pound, Kaltenbach, 
et al., it would be a good idea to let me know just what 
the approximate date might be. 


Sincerely yours, 

(fi'lU'i 


Home Address: 



TLCtSCEivn# t 


MoYe&ber 29 j r 1945 





te f ~7t c. ) *%/ ! 

O&Yaliey, Berth Dakota. c ,/' 

‘ W 

Dew* *7 CC) 


in conplinnc© srith your recent request, I &a enclosing a _ 
copy of tho indiciaant returned July 26, 1943, against red 5* 1 

Kaltonbaoh*- Bisilar indlofesents mt?* returned on that data 
against Douglas chandler, Mward Leo Belaney, Kobert 8. hast, 

Kara Found, Uax Otto Koidbwtt#, Constance Drexol and Jana 
Anderson# 



Chandler, Delaney and Dreocel are presently in the custody' 
of our Ellitary authorities in JSurope* ILoineh^ita is belieted to 
he deocaeed, endihe thereabouts of Kaltenbaoh, Best and Anderson 
1» unkcovra* ' Emt Found is preeaatly i^^jtct^d|^l^thc District 
of C^Lt^hla, and a n*m indlctasent h^ on 

Sovenber 26, 1945« A copy of this indict®»nt ia enclosed# The 
date of his trial has not as yat been _ Set*,' ••••• ' : v •; " .i f ■: 

•. — *>V • ••'• ’ ''. s’.’.. "■ 



Jfojf the ‘ AttoJFhcy General, 




i .yVi-Vy* ' . . ■' . . 

'• ; J-CGi Records 1^. '..% 

' • ;v 

;• ''Sir • VBly;#-;. : ;; . 
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X46-^23—23 7-1 

0q> ^December &, 1945 

...... 

& 

/,p.r .. 

Honorable Ksnaoth , .Poyall 



ui^ersshsptve*^ .or «ar 

j ;;; ^ :;\r 



My,4©«^ General EoyaJls ^ 

; r ’.‘I-- Jr. /.*% 'Js<*s 

r.'if’ , L.i.V 1 , 


were returned in the Diatriat 

of.. i 

' %aihut :/ eight 'Ancrlean "citiaena vho .vfere • . 




,B^b©rt Eeary Eest, alias ' ! Er» Guess Eiho S! 


\ ; ' ;- M'a^ 0tto fcscar £diSch*ita, v alias tt Dr* Anders* , "0 *EU* ... 

. .",' .. .Cdnsiaice HtsbrB - ' "• * - - - *•'•;■ -=■'■:■'■•■• •• .*, •.;•,• 

Jaae Aiiderson, alias ^Harquhea-de Cienfuego3 B 

.,,_ ' ". . . .JS2r&. Pound •" ’ '•"'' ' ;r ' uv - - ■•'■ • . ;,...:■ . , ,-...• . .. 

AH ^ore; br^adcastiag : Iroa Berlin or 'elsewhere In Gennany except JSsra. 
Pound, who diesqsainated his propaganda from Rome* ■ , -'/■£, ■ 

&~xia& has heart returned- to tee United States and is presently 
facing trial on chargee of treason, Kaltenuach is reportedly in the 
custody of tliQ Etesian authorities, although this fact' iias not bean, defi- 
nitely ascertained. ‘ Best and Anderson have not yet been taken into ,- 
Qustody and'tliGix present ‘thereabouts are unkaotm. ,' Chandler is in the 
custody of our military authorities and is presently incarcerated in the 
Paris Civilian Interrogation Center*. Dr oral is also in the custody of 
our military authorities and ,is under detention in Salzburg, Austria. 
Belaney was ' t&lcen into custody by • our military 'authorities at Prague, 
^e&oslovakis, hut his present place of ' incarceration is not known* 
Koisciffiits reportedly died in. 1944, but this feet has not yet been veri- 
fied* ' 

. . „. ; V . S&ih Deparfeaent hfs also received considerable-information con- 
cerning throe additional 'Aiuericane, 6 / 7 CC ) 

vho have broadcast-propaganda for the. 
GemanrHeiehj the former from a Berlin station' and the latter .two. persons 
from Paris, Prance, .V,lto is presently in the custody of our xtilitary . 




ftdtheritias at' Bad Toalai Germany* It is believed that LnL c- "i 
are in Paris* but that they as-e not in custody* 

: ,?;vv : \:-po, addition to theee ’persons, ii^oi%atioa has been received 

r^att^e -iso the activities of a considerable hraber of other J^erican 

with the Germans Either by paging '£» hroad~ 
casting 'activities or by other sethods of ctwporaiioa*. ; Most qf these 
persons have boon inteofrogated by the military authorities and ,by'rftpr©~ 

’ donatives of the Federal Bureau of Itometigation, but it’!’is not believed 
that ; any are ia^bustody 6 ''’ iat ; ths" present ti&o, 5^^;.b^thched'' list contains 
■ •.• those’-' person-'’ ilsk a 'brief htatcaeki r-iatiye to their 

activities, It is* of course, very likely that iidToxsaatiotn nay he 
received oqnbernis^'' other • col^bOr^tionisbs, T ^': * w " : ■■ ' V 

Federal Bureau of Investigation »o iopgor haa representa- . 
tlves in? Europe, and this' Dopartesont is therefore sending three attorneys, 
SasaUsl #V Sly, Clyde S* Gooch, and Victor G* Woorheide, and tea secretaries 
(p , 1 C c } .. there in the immediate future to 

develop the cases against these individuals and prepare then for trial 
where the evidence indicates that prosecution is warranted. In order 
that these oases may be successfully prepared and presented, it will be 
necessary for the Army to furnish our representatives five or six ex- 
perienced investigators and transportation facilities for the efficient 
investigation of these cases throughout Germany, Prance, Austria, and 
other countries in which evidence night be obtained* 

In the course of their activities, our representatives will 
need sufficient office space and proper equipment In Berlin, Paris, and 
possibly other cities, when aid where necessary. It is possible that 
additional investigators and clerical assistance may be required* 

It is also desired that the military authorities furnish 
adequate accomodations for food and lodging, laundry facitlites, and 
that privileges be extended to then to make purchases at Army post 
exchanges and cossalssariea during their stay In Europe* 

It is probable that in the course of the investigation soase of 
the witnesses and documents will likely bo located in the areas or aonss 
occupied by box© of our allies, Iberef ore , it is requested that- the 
necessary arrangements be mode for access to these areas by our represen- 
tives and. their investigators and for the interrogation of such persons 
and for the examination and acquisition of such documents if they ore 










Los Angeles f f March 5th, 1946 
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mar 13. ;y 


j< SjO : 


The Honorable Tom Clark 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Clark: 


Are congratulations in order to the 
Deparment of Justice on the following: 

The seditionists set free 
Ezra Pound set free 
/ n f ■ set free • 

a del set free 

Robert Eest -on his way? 

5 members of the; 'Department to travel to Germany to seewhat’- 
Free the men on trial at Nuremberg? 


We long-suffering taxpayers ask? Is the 
Justice Department protecting Americans or Germans and German 
lovers? 

Verv rfisner’+.-Tn'nir 
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6 January, 19^7* 

Director of Public Relations, 

The Department of Justice, 

Constitution Avenue, Between 9th and 10th Streets, N.W. , 
Washington, D.G. 

Sir: ' 


As a student at Yale Law School now writing a paper on propagandizing/ 
for the enemy as a possible basis for a treason charge, I am writing to J 
ask for a copy of the grand jury indictment returned, against (Robert Best/ 
and Douglas Chandler tfon December $0, 19^6, at B oston. If a copy is not 
available at the Department, I would appreciate knowing from what, source 
I can obtain a copy. \ /, / o - '2.7 9- 

- ' ■ ' 

In addition, information is requested, if available, of the official 
status of the cases pending against the following: Frederick W. Kaltan- 
bach, Ezra Pound, Edward Delaney, Constance Drexel, Jane Anderson, and Max 
Koischwitz. There have been numerous stories in the papers about th^ where- 
abouts of these persons, named with Best and C handler in July, 19^5 » as 
traitors, but I desire the official status of these persons in the view of 
the Department. 


If that information is available for release, I would also be interested 
in knowing whether any further persons are considered by the ^apartment as 
coming within the category of propagandists, indictable for treason or any 
lesser offenses under the Espionage Act. 

If my paper would be of any interest to the Department, I would be glad 
to forward a copy when it is completed this month. It is being prepared; under 
if i "7 L C ) of the law faculty and also connected with the 

department. 


Very truly yours , 


New Hav.en, Conn. 
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' . V ; |l %'pu - : ’ v -'-^v:..dV-'-v"' .' . ,Cv^v 7.. ' . November/ 0.5, 1947. . 

- r '„ * *• v. - ' ' *■;-■ •:• • ;• , \,r ( X'-,- ' * • ■ , - v. !■: =- ; . <■ - ....<• 

• ?#** ^ite^sktes,,' / f /’ v;"' V v- , ■>" ■:v5v. i 

Att: C^iof ? ;,priminal Divieion-;; ’ v ^ ~ : ' V ,* V ' ' - * , : 

, . , WashingtorjV' P.’C. v ^;r ' ' I : { ^ * ' ‘ . 


Wq IS 


' '• t/:;:;:v:, , 

. p 1 ' lottor TU;::i.;H:TO, 1*kS- 28-2;7-1, tor. Thorcn •Jaudl^ok^-jkJma ,:'vr; 

• irif oiTaaJb^o^'f re, as onirid ictmant a ' S/ ' 

C f ^ ■ 1 • .: preparing here at'.' ^ S chop!, A§ a en t the originai 

of: r J,hat pape r r:to tho dapartmont for useCinl^He. Chandler and Boot cases, whore >' v ’. • 

' . P r 9 8u ™® -^v being used,- a in co iti.has vnot; boon returned. • ^ - 

•; J am n ° w interested in bringing that paper, entitled "/Treason on the* Air," 

^ V%? ^ : v ollo^ing Mnf ' 

: ours e i ^t 6 ; the pos sibil^y^hs^tife'^nf ori^^ ‘pay: riot * be;, 'i'.^>’ ; v ■ " jM 

a ^v f v. r •P^ li city as yet • "But , if sncla int o'rmat i on : ; : "is,.ay&.l labie ’f dr -^e. * SX '■? ■•■ 

> • Pnbii 0 .* Iw P^d very much ‘.appreciate: .receiving its ^ ' ! : 

7 \ \ ap i. - . ‘ -i j] -I# j f¥o'4a£e 

\ - v ;: ofr appeal in Cha.ndlQr raae* '.' ^ of 1 nnA : «r.cmmAn+! ^ d 



"Anders on ( dead or 


r v: -' 


? :S# ^ s «*fc m le,T cc ) 

; ;■(. brtici ,. / .. r . 






&*}*'&*■ 


itbaving 

£nfcolly -.inshf^^ Saatain 


Inflicted for 


Tv^fepsrtnrj 


146^-237*1 ^ V: H 


■ « .’ > 

IV 


Deoeiribor 1947 
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n Connaotteat 


ri^Sr; 6- <7 CC") - . , * 1 ‘ 

questions 

being •. prepared ftt:;® -' Sfc$e:.. \ :the : ''|j^^ri 1 6^; 

tioa is available* I shall answer these in l&e order iniitobh _ . 
you set then forth* . ' r ' 


, ; • 1* . The rooord in tfee. Chandler -.saga been ; 

3»qiV!£ir#tM - ■ . / 

Y been set -fpr: thi . Y^j ; 
court of Appeals* : ' 

•v ■;'• ' .’• ••• ■ ''‘k , r, Y 

2. liotionu made in, the Best , case have begn set for : : Y / 
. * l argooent in the I^strlct.r.Cciurt, at Boston* Kaseaidihasetts, 
" a^oipaied^fc^^ 








Port : 


caos w&jj presented to a grand tbs ;><■; 

Southern District of Hat? Torfc* ^ being 

eupple&<mted V the vi 

foreign t&thqeeoe, and such ; 

ratttm a true hoi* Tho doapl^t -me tharcuwai . 


I regret that* except as above set forth ishdlch. is 
a natter of public record* I aa unable to answer the remaining 


Respectfully* 

For ■ the Atthrnay Oenarhl 
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CG: Records 
Chrono. 

Mr. Foley 


Chlllicathe, Ohio 
Dear 

Reference la zaade to your latter of Dece&bor 3* 
1948 , addressed to the Director, Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, and to Mr* Hoover 1 s reply of December 13* 


For your information, two of the individuals who 
were indicted for treason in the District of Colussbia in 
1%3 have been convicted and arc under sentence of life 
Imprisonment, they are Douglas Chandler and Robert K. Beet. 
Chandler appealed and the Circuit Court of Appeals far the 
First Circuit hue recently affirmed the decision. Best*® 
appeal ia now pending. Sara Pound, as you know, has been 
declared mentally Incapable to stand trial and is confined 
to St* Elisabeth’s Hospital, Washington, 0* G* A recent 
examination indicutes that Pound is still unable to stand 
trial. 

two of the persona indicted for treason, Max 
Koischwita and Fred K&lttmhach, died in Germany prior to the 
end of the war. Edward Leo Delaney wan brought to the United 
States in August of 1947* Since he oasse first to the juris- 
diction of the Southern District of How fork, it was necessary 
that an indictment b® obtained against him in that district* 

When the facts relating to Delaney were presented to a grand 
jury in the Southern District of Sew York, the grand jury voted 
a no true bill, since the facts relating to Constance Prexel 
/were generally similar to those in the Delaney case and since, 
in any event, she could not be tried in the District of Columbia, 


! Sp 'td 

0tc fi /4r ,s #f 


having fir at come to another Judicial district, the 
indictment against her was dismissed. For similar 
reasons, the indictment against Jane Anderson, who 
is still somewhere in Europe, was also dismissed. The 
dismissal of the indictments against Drexol and Anderson 
does not foreclose subsequent r ©indictment, should the 
facts available as legal evidence in a treason prosecution 
warrant it* 


Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 


ALEXANDER M. CAMPBELL 
Assistant Attorney General 


Los Angeles California, April 6, 19!; 


Department of Justice 
Washington, D\C. 

Gentlemen: 

i . 

I am deeply interested in the case of Ezra Pound who has been 
accused of treason and is now a patient in St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
in Washington. 

Pound has been accused of uttering treasonable remarks during 
certain broadcasts for the Italian Government during the last war. I 
should like very much to get further information regarding these 
broadcasts etc. If at all possible, I should like to get copies of 
his so-called treasonable utterances, together with whatever evidence 
the government may have on file that he, Pound, uttered them. In brief, 
I should like to get all available Information regarding the case of 
Ezra Pound. I have been informed that this information is available 
upon payment of a small fee. If your office does not handle this 
information, then will you please turn this letter over jto the depart- 
ment concerned. 


Thank you and sincerely 



Los Angeles 27, California 



-V 




JWMtDLFivb 

1U6-7-3672 * ' „ April 1U, 1950 

is*®** 


(p 1 OCC) 

Los Angelos 27, 



California 


Boar 4 t nt£L) 



Re * United States v» Ezra Pound 

Reference is made to your lettor of April 6, 195Q* 
requesting information regarding toe above entitled matter* 


As you know. Pound was indicted in the District of 
Columbia in 19^5 for treason. Shortly thereafter, and prior 
to trial, he was adjudged to be of unsound mind and was 
committed to St* Elizabeth's hospital, 'Washington, D.C. 

The indictment whioh was returned against Pound is still 
outstanding, and under toe circumstances I am sure you 
can appreciate that it is impossible for me to make avail- 
able to you the information that you have requested. 

Respectfully, 

For toe Attorney General 


VM': 


JAMES U, MoIHBRrrtt 

* -i Assistant Attorney General 
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Miss Hamlin 
Miss Pillius 
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November 28, 1950 

i 

* 




The Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. G. 


$ 


X 




Dear Sir: 

I am. working on a doctoral dissertation on the life of Ezra Pound 
for the department of English at the University of California in 
Berkeley. At present I am on leave of absence to do research in 
the Libary of Congress. 



Would you please tell me if it would be possible for me to have 
copies of the material in your files of the treason charges and 
evidence against Hr. Pound and any other relevant information? 


If such copies are not available would you tell me if and where I 
might examine the originals? 

Thank you very much for your courtesy. 


Sincerely yours, 

Cp,7CC) 


\ 


\ 
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Brookeville, Haryland 


i k, ft 




JMM:DLF:vb 

Hi6-7-367'2 



December 6, 19$0 



(■,'/( c ) 

Brookeville, Maryland 

Dear " ?, ' j 

Re: United States v. Ezra Pound 

Reference is made to your letter of November 28, 19J?Q> 
requesting copies of the treason charge and evidence contained 
in the files of this Department in the above entitled matter. 


I am enclosing a copy of the indictment which was returned 
against Pound in the District of Columbia in 19k5 . As you know, 
shortly after the return of the Indictment and prior to trial 
Pound was adjudged to be of unsound mind and was committed to 
St. Elizabeths Hospital, Washington, D. C. The indictment is 
still' outstanding against Pound and should he be adjudged sane 
at sometime in the future, he would be subject to trial under 
that indictment. Under these circumstances I am sure you can 
appreciate that it is impossible' tc fhrnish copies of any of 
the material in the confidential files of this Department con- 
v cerning Pound or to make such material available to the public 
for inspection. ; " 





\ OB 

L . « l ll ' X * * 

Enc. No. 76379 


* StJO. 


******* 



Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 


.JAMES M. McINERNEI 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Records 
Miss Hamlin 
Miss Fillius 


if 


, — . A, 







• r 77 

February 27, 1751 


Mr. J am s a ii c I n e r n e y 
Head of Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


RECEIVED 

r " z 1D51 


In relation to a research 
am interested in reading the 
7 ,ra Found during his urial ioi 
data of "a TRUE 3ILL" , a copy o 
published by John S'. Mayfield o 
Shop, Washington , D.C. , is ouiy 


project in poetry 
testimony of 
treason. The 
f w men was 
f the Park Book 


f 


Gan you please suggest any me 
photostatic copy, microfilm, ^e tc. , 
material may be made available for 


hod, such as 
whereby this 
ray purpose? 


I shall greatly appreciate whatever 
cooperation you find it possible to oner. 

Re spec tmlly , 

(e^cO 


ADDRESS: 

cericoy 

Chestnut Hill, 67, 
Mas sachuse t ta 


- •> 



ro rtTV? 





13/ 

MBMM 
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§ 



JHMiDLFjyb 

1 ^ 6 - 7-3672 


March 8, 1951 




(pi 7Cc ) 


Chestnut Hill 67 > Massachusetts 


Dear> 


Q, 7 CO 


Reference is made to your letter of February 27, 1951, 
requesting to be advised whether a copy of the testimony of 
Ezra Pound during his treason trial could be made available 
to you for use in connection with a research project in 
poetry. . . '. ; -~ 

Ezra Pound was first indicted for* treason on July 26, 
19U3, in the District of Columbia. Subsequently, on 
November 26, 1915, a superseding indictment for treason was 
■returned against Pound in that district. Shortly thereafter 
and prior to trial Pound was adjudged to be of unsound mind 
and was committed to St. Elizabeths Hospital, Washington, 

'D. C. ' , Because of this commitment Pound .has never been brought 
to trial on the. treason charges alleged in the indictment. 
However, the indictment is still outstanding; against Found, 
and should he be adjudged sane at some 'time in the future, 
he would be subject to trial under that indictment. I am 
enclosing for your information a copy of the. indictment 
which was returned against Pound in November 1915 . 

Respeotfujly, : 

N Tor the Attorney General 


7 , 






. .. ‘i \ : Eno . Ndi 7 

Records’-. ’ w’/- 

Miss ' Hamlin ' ' 

Kiss Fillius 


X- 



■ 4<-i . Fames' m. kcinernei- 

• Assistant Attorney General 
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NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 


March 26, 1951 


Department of Jus tic 
Yashington. D. C 


Dear sirs 


received 
MAR 29 195! 
CRIi»..i>ni- DIVISION 


ould you possibly send me a copy of the Grand Jury s indictment 
of Ezra Sound? I would also he interested in seeing a copy 
the proceedings against him. I hope this wouldn't he too 

much "bother. 

Sincerely yours, 


a.'itc) 



v:. i. • ,,u 
MAR 29 lot 




A. C.K. 
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Pr^ril 10, 1951 > 
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\ 



6 , 7 Lc) 

Nashville, Tennessee 


v 



& 


i 



Dear ( e , l LC ) 

Reference is made to your letter of March 26, 1951, 
requesting copies of the indictment in the Ezra Found case 
and of the proceedings against him. 


Ezra Found was first indicted for treason on July 26, 

19U3j in the District of Columbia. Subsequently, on 
November 26, 1915, a superseding indictment for treason 
was returned against Found in that district. Shortly 
thereafter and prior to trial Pound was adjudged to be of 
unBOuna mind and was committed to St. Elizabeths hospital, 
Washington, D. C. because of this commitment. Pound was 
never brought to trial on the treason charges alleged in 
the indictment. Consequently, the only proceeding against 
pound was that in connection with the hearing as to nis sanity, 
and the Department does not have transcripts of that proceed- 
ing available for distribution to the public. T am, however, 

V enclosing a copy of the indictment which was returned against 
Pound in November 1915* 


Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 



JAMES M. McINSRNEY 

Assistant Attorney General 


Enc. No. 761jl6 

i 

^ Records 
Miss Fillius 
Miss Hamlin 



* v t 


JMMjDLF :vb 


i A ' /, 

\y A 


1146 - 7-3672 


April 10, 1951 


If ,7 CO 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
Pear 7~f/'7CC-J 


$ $ 


❖ y > 




Reference is made to your recent letter request- 
ing information as to how you may obtain access to copies- 
of Ezra Pound's shortwave broadcasts from Italy. 

The indictment which was returned against Pound 
in 191*5 is still outstanding against him and should he be 
adjudged of sound mind at any time in the future, he would 
be subject to trial under that indictment. Under these 
circums tances I am sure you can "appreciate that it is 
impossible to furnish copies ory%i8ke ^available for inspec- . 
tion such transcripts of Pound's broadcast as mdy be contained 
in the confidential files of this Department. 

• r Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 


JAMES M. McIWERNEY 
Assistant Attorney General 


Records 
Miss Hamlin 
Miss Fillius 
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CBM:DFOivbra 

3il6-7-3672 

(Typed 11-5-52) ' 



November 7 1052 


Portland 66, Oregon . 

' ... ' tyt'Kcj ' :• ' v ’.' v . 

The Secretary of State has referred to me 
your letter of October 17, 1952, in ■which you inquire 
why Ezra Pound was tried for treason. : 

Pound was first indicted for treason on 
July 26, 19h3 in the. District of Columbia and a super- . 
sedlng indictment was returned against him on November 
26* 19U5. Both of these treason indictments were based 
on Pound ' s activities as a radio propagandi s t for the ;.r 
Italian Government during World War H. However, 1 
Pound was never brought to trial on the treason chargee 
alleged in the indictment because prior to trial he was 
declared by the court to be of unsound mind, and there*-- 
fore incapable of standing trial, and was committed to 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington* I) . C. The treason 
indictment against Pound is still outstanding and should 
he be adjudged of sound mihdL at any timo in the future, ! 
he would be subject to trial under the indictment. 


For the Attorney General 




Chrono 

; Mrs, Green ^ 


CHARIES B. MURRAY . .. - 'V^' 
Assistant Attorney General , 
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF LATIN AND GREEK 
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His Excellency Dwight D. Eisenhower 
President of the United States 
The White House, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Eisenhower 




(?/7C CJ 

Lawr enc e , Kans as 
June 13, 1952 


REG ' F > 

IH\! 2 5 ';9.S3 




)N 


CRir/'ii -i-.-. U. . 

I have never written to a President of the 
United States before, and I do so now only in behalf of another 
and- with the hope of advancing the cause of justice. You are no 

doubt aware of the situation of Ezra P ou nd , who has been confine d 

for more than seven years in St . Elizabeth’s Hospital,.. Washington, 

D . C . As an American citizen I courteously inquire of you whether 
his case has come to your attention for review since you assumed 
office and, if not, whether you might now consider the facts in- 
volved with a- view toward exe rcis ing clemency and bringing about 
the early release of Mr. Pound' 'from^e^entxon'r • •• 

I do not assume any knowledge of his situation 
beyond my personal acquaintance with Mr. Pound and all he has accom- 
plished for the -art, literature and thought of our time nor do I pre- 
sume to judge those who apprehended him, examined him psychiatric ally, 
and confined him without trial. I am, however, convinced that he is 
not criminally insane although obviously highly eccentric, that his 
error la^- in inveighing on a foreign radio against usury and the admin- 
istration of the late President P. D. Roosevelt and not in advocating 
any treasonable act, and that he is both a very kind and generous man 
and beyond doubt the greatest living poet now writing in English. 


He has surely paid uncomplainingly ( and his in- 
nocent wife even more in a manner we can only imagine) for whatever 
wrong he may be presumed to have done; there can be no question at this 
late date of a trial, his long incarceration being all that the United 
States government can require of him. Like Ezra Pound, I feel that a 
man must act according to his conscience; and in view of the consideratic 1 
set forth above I am asking you to fulfill not only my own sincere' 
wishes but those of many men and women here and abroad by freeing 
Ezra Pound from his imprisonment-. i 
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- ,-The Honorable Robert J.f Browrieli 
^Attorney.; general, for the United -States 


DepartmphjbJof Justice .... vf 
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; Aware' ■••^at-you^epre'^ieh-t' the B Spar tment of Justice , .which • exempli.fi e-s 
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' . ^Ezra Pound ^Vone of th e : wbr Id | e: greatest ;;liying poets , is c onf ined to ; • i- 
:l : ; ' v St .: Elizabeth 1 s' Hospital, .where ,he; yas . coimitted seven years ago. He was;.- '- ; 

j>.-;t aken ; to- the United States . f r oin I taijr ; vne re during?' tbe ; war he made radio ~ 

■ ‘ broadcasts which' were subsequently deemed - treasonable . ■ C ; ' ■ 

i- -CfThere is no . visible record\ 6 f .the four doctor's who .comniitted him,...’ 
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. f There' is no' formal r'eview of his ’condition to establish whether or.; ‘ 
not,.|he is. -able to stand trial . - ; . r ■ -J 
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The Honorable Robert J. Brownell 

Attorney General for the United St; 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C, 
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Reference is made to your letter of October 27, 1953, con- 
cerning Ezra Pound. 

Ezra Pound was first indicted in the District of Columbia 
on ^uly 26, 1>U3, far treason. At the conclusion of Vorld Mar II 
, , he^returned to the United States from Italy in custody, and on Wovem- 

r) . ) her 26, 19h$? a superseding indictment was returned against him* 

Both of these treason Indictments were based upon his activities 
. V as a radio propagandist for the Italian government, during the war* 

’&th respect to your comments concerning Ezra Pound’s 
confinement to St. Elizabeths Hospital and your statements that 
there is no visible record of the four doctors who committee him 
and no formal review of his condition to establish vhether he is 
V: ; able to stand trial, it may bo of interest to you that, the question 
'v of lr^Poimd 1 s mental condition was first- raised by his attorney, . 
who, at the time of Mr. : Pound’ s arraignment on the. treason charge, 
made representations to the court that he: ; vas of unsound mind* 
Pursuant to the request of Mr. .Pound* s attorney, the court entered 
^ an Order directing that, the .defendant .Pound be transferred to a 
' hospital for examination and observation by psychiatrists. In a 
Joint written report to the court, the four psychiatrists who 
. conducted the examination stated that Ezra Pound was insane and 
. mentally unfit for trial, and ;in. need of care in a mental hospital. 

Thereafter, upon order of the court. Hr. Pound was sent to St. • ' 

:: Elizabeths Hospital' for .treatment and examination. Subsequently, 
upon motion of thb Government, a formal sanity hearing was held by 
the court and Mr. Pound was adjudged to be legally insane and was 
committed by the court to St. Elizabeths Hospital, where he is 
presently confined. ; - ’• . . - 
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% The treason indictment of .November 19 \£ is still out- 
standing against Ezra Pound, and if* at any time in the future , 
he should be acyudgpd to be legally sane, he, would be subject to 
trial under that indictment. - ;C • 

! Sincerely, <*«•• 

1 'v '; • 5 < ... ■ , : WARREN. OLNEY.XII "V 

Assistant Attorney General 
: ; T ^ Criminal Division • . . 


By: V.-.v • ; 

VJTIiLI^i B» FOLKT* Chief. 
Internal Security Section 



